Confirmation hearing 


Jackson tells Senate committee she would 
rule “without any agendas.” News, Page 4 





VOLUME CLXXXVI 


Madeleine Albright dies 


First female U.S. Secretary of State, once 
a child refugee, dies at 84. News, Page 5 
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Warning from Fed chair 


Powell says new forms of crypto present 
risks to U.S. financial system. News, Page 8 
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Cloudy and cool 


Periods of rain and breezy, with 
ahigh of 44. Sports, Page 6 





Lawmakers cut gas taxes 


Easier to vote 


Connecticut lawmakers 
voted overwhelmingly 
Wednesday night to make it 
easier to vote by absentee 
ballot for caretakers 

and commuters busy on 
Election Day, as Democrats 
note that the state’s voters 
could decide as soon as 
2024 on whether to approve 
no-excuse absentee 

voting. Page 2 
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Package temporarily suspends 25 cents per gallon 
excise tax, provides free bus service through June 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — With the 
state budget surplus hitting 
record-breaking levels, Connecti- 
cut legislators voted unanimously 
Wednesday to cut gasoline taxes 
— and talked about reducing more 
taxes in the future. 


The immediate plan calls for 
temporarily suspending the gaso- 
line excise tax of 25 cents per gallon 
as of April 1 as already rising prices 
have skyrocketed even further 
after Russia invaded Ukraine. 

After a one-hour debate, the 
state House of Representatives 
voted 143-0 in favor of the bipar- 
tisan bill with 8 members absent. 





Hours later, the state Senate 
approved the measure by 33-0 after 
8 p.m. Wednesday. 

The bipartisan package also 
includes installing a one-week 
sales tax holiday on clothing and 
footwear items under $100 that 
starts on April 10, which is a vaca- 
tion week for many public schools 
in advance of the Easter holiday. 
The same tax-free week will be 
held again in August for popular 
back-to-school sales. 

Lawmakers will also provide 





Hundreds of anti-abortion activists demonstrate Wednesday outside the state Capitol in Hartford as part of the movement’s state-by-state battle 
plan to limit abortion access if the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


HUNDREDS GATHER 
FOR MARCH FOR LIFE 


By Taylor Hartz 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — Forty years ago, a young 
woman in Hartford had an appointment to have 
an abortion. In the eleventh hour, she changed 
her mind and later gave birth to a baby girl 
named Christina Bennett. 

On Wednesday, Bennett stood before a crowd 
of hundreds and advocated for anti-abortion 
legislation on the steps of the Capitol in Hart- 
ford, sharing her story and calling on legisla- 
tors to make the state “a safer place” for fetuses 
during the first Connecticut March for Life. 

Bennett, a full-time pro-life advocate for 
more than two decades, was one of hundreds of 
people who came from across Connecticut and 


Anti-abortion 
activists 
converge on 
Capitol steps 
as part of plan 
to advocate in 
all states ahead 
of expected 
Supreme Court 
ruling on 
Mississippi law 


out of state to converge on the Capitol. The rally 
was part of a state-by-state march mapped out 
across the nation by March for Life, an annual 
rally that has been held in Washington, D.C. 
since the 1970s in protest of Roe v. Wade. 

The Connecticut march was part of a plan 
to gather in states to advocate for limited abor- 
tion access. The Supreme Court is expected to 
rule this summer on a Mississippi law that bans 
abortion after 15 weeks, a ruling that could over- 
turn or weaken the Roe v. Wade decision that 
has guaranteed legal abortion since 1973. 

Connecticut has historically been a leader 
in reproductive rights. The state codified the 
provisions of Roe v. Wade into state law in 1990, 


Turn to March, Page 3 
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Bill would fund $1.5 million study of Brainard’s future 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — The state 
would spend $1.5 million on a 
new study of Hartford-Brainard 
Airport, under a bill in the state 
General Assembly, turning up the 
heat another notch in the debate 
over whether the century-old 


Wesleyan students form groundbreaking labor union 


A labor union made up of Wesleyan University student workers on Tuesday became the first 
of its kind in the country to be voluntarily recognized, the union said. Connecticut, Page 1 
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airfield should be closed and rede- 
veloped. 

The study would examine the 
costs and potential obstacles 
— federal, state and local — to 
closing the airport in Hartford’s 
South Meadows; the extent of any 
contamination and what it would 
cost to clean up; and options for 
future mixed-use development. 


State Sen. John W. Fonfara, a 
Hartford Democrat who has long 
pushed for the airfield’s rede- 
velopment, said Wednesday the 
study would hire outside experts 
to assess the future of the airport. 

Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin, 
a Democrat, also has supported 
closing the 200-acre airport, 
making it an issue in his first 


Opinion.......... 
Obituaries ...... 
Lottery... 
Classified........ 


campaign for mayor in 2015. 

A redevelopment would bring 
much-needed tax revenue into 
city coffers and capitalize on 
prime land near the Connecticut 
River at the intersection of two 
interstate highways, Fonfara, 


Bronin and others argue. 

Turn to Airport, Page 3 
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free bus service for the mostly 
lower-income riders on the public 
buses, starting April 1 and last- 
ing until the fiscal year ends on 
June 30. The bus rides cost about 
$1 to $2 each, depending where 
the rider is going, and the overall 
reduction of $8.1 million will be 
paid with federal stimulus funds. 
Last month, 2.1 million rides were 
taken across the state. 

The package, proposed by 


Turn to Taxes, Page 3 


WAR IN UKRAINE 


NATO: 
Russian 


death toll 
tops 7K 


After ‘careful review; 
US formally accuses 
Russia of war crimes 


By Nebi Qena 
and Cara Anna 


Associated Press 


KYIV, Ukraine — NATO 
estimated on Wednesday that 
7,000 to 15,000 Russian soldiers 
have been killed in four weeks 
of war in Ukraine, where fierce 
resistance from the country’s 
defenders has denied Moscow 
the quick victory it sought. 

By way of comparison, 
Russia lost about 15,000 troops 
over 10 years in Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, the Biden 
administration on Wednes- 
day made a formal determi- 
nation that Russian troops 
have committed war crimes 
in Ukraine and said it would 
work with others to prosecute 
offenders, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said. 

“Today, I can announce that, 
based on information currently 
available, the U.S. government 
assesses that members of 
Russia’s forces have commit- 
ted war crimes in Ukraine,” 
Blinken said in a statement 
released as he was traveling 
to Brussels with President Joe 


Turn to Ukraine, Page 2 





A firefighter works to extinguish 
a house fire ignited by Russian 
rockets Wednesday in Kyiv, 
Ukraine. GETTY-AFP 


INSIDE: President Joe Biden 
arrives in Europe for talks with 
key allies. Page 4 
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Former Trump aide Manafort removed from plane for revoked passport 


Associated Press 


MIAMI — Former Trump 
adviser Paul Manafort 
was removed from a plane 
at Miami International 
Airport before it took off for 
Dubai because he carried a 
revoked passport, officials 
said Wednesday. 

Miami-Dade Police 


Ukraine 


from Page 1 


Biden for an emergency 
summit of NATO leaders. 

The assessment was 
based on a “careful review” 
of public and intelligence 
sources since Russia 
launched its invasion of 
Ukraine last month, he 
said, adding that the United 
States would share that 
information with allies, 
partners and international 
institutions tasked with 
investigating allegations 
of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. 

A senior NATO military 
official said the alliance’s 
estimate of Russian war 
deaths was based on infor- 
mation from Ukrainian 
authorities, what the Krem- 
lin has released intentionally 
or not and intelligence gath- 
ered from open sources. The 
official spoke on condition 
of anonymity under ground 
rules set by NATO. 

Ukraine has released little 
information about its own 
military losses, and the West 
has not given an estimate, 
but President Volodymr 
Zelenskyy said nearly two 
weeks ago that about 1,300 
Ukrainian servicemen had 
been killed. 

When Russia unleashed 
its invasion Feb. 24, a swift 
toppling of Ukraine’s 
government seemed likely. 
But with Wednesday mark- 
ing four full weeks of fight- 
ing, Moscow is bogged 
down in a grinding military 
campaign. 

With its ground forces 
slowed or stopped by 
hit-and-run Ukrainian units, 


Hartford Courant 


Detective Alvaro Zabaleta 
confirmed that Manafort 
was removed from the Emir- 
ates Airline flight without 
incident Sunday night but 
directed further questions 
to U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection. That agency did 
not immediately respond to 
an email Wednesday seeking 
comment. 





A lawyer who has repre- 
sented Manafort did not 
immediately return a call 
and email seeking comment 
Wednesday. 

Manafort, 72, a New Brit- 
ain native, led former Pres- 
ident Donald Trump’s 
campaign for several months 
during the 2016 presidential 
race but was ousted in August 


of that year after revelations 
about his business dealings 
in Ukraine. 

He was later indicted on 
a broad array of financial 
crimes as part of special 
counsel Robert Muel- 
ler’s investigation into 
ties between the Trump 
campaign and Russia. He was 
convicted by ajury in August 


2018 and later pleaded guilty 
in federal court in Washing- 
ton. 

In May 2020, Manafort 
was released from a low-se- 
curity prison where he was 
serving a more than seven- 
year federal sentence amid 
concerns about the coronavi- 
rus. Although Manafort had 
not served long enough to 


Aman lights a candle on Wednesday inside an artist’s studio in Kyiv, Ukraine, that is now being used as abomb shelter. 


RODRIGO ABD/AP 


Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s troops are bombard- 
ing targets from afar, falling 
back on tactics they used in 
reducing cities to rubble in 
Syria and Chechnya. 

In an ominous sign that 
Moscow might consider 
using nuclear weapons, a 
senior Russian official said 
the country’s nuclear arse- 
nal would help deter the 
West from intervening in 
Ukraine. 


HOW TO REACH US 


“The Russian Federa- 
tion is capable of physically 
destroying any aggressor or 
any aggressor group within 
minutes at any distance,” 
Dmitry Rogozin, the head of 
the state aerospace corpora- 
tion, Roscosmos, said in tele- 
vised remarks. He noted that 
Moscow’s nuclear stockpiles 
include tactical nuclear 
weapons, designed for use 
on battlefields, along with 
far more powerful nucle- 
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ar-tipped intercontinental 
ballistic missiles. Roscos- 
mos oversees missile-build- 
ing facilities. 

U.S. officials long have 
warned that Russia’s mili- 
tary doctrine envisages an 
“escalate to deescalate” 
option of using battlefield 
nuclear weapons to force 
the enemy to back down in 
a situation when Russian 
forces face imminent defeat. 
Moscow has denied having 


such plans. 

Rogozin is known for 
his bluster, and he did not 
make clear what actions 
by the West would be 
seen as meddling, but his 
comments almost certainly 
reflect thinking inside the 
Kremlin. Putin has warned 
the West that an attempt to 
introduce ano-fly zone over 
Ukraine would draw it into a 
conflict with Russia. West- 
ern nations have said they 


be eligible for release under 
the guidelines, the Bureau of 
Prisons decided to free him 
because of his age and health 
vulnerabilities, a person 
familiar with the matter 
has said. Trump pardoned 
Manafort in December 2020. 

Manafort’s removal was 
first reported by the website 
Knewz.com. 


would not create a no-fly 
zone to protect Ukraine. 

Near-constant shelling 
and gunfire shook the capi- 
tal, Kyiv, Wednesday, with 
air raid sirens wailing and 
plumes of black smoke rising 
from the western outskirts, 
where the two sides battled 
for control of multiple 
suburbs. 

The shelling also claimed 
the life of another journalist 
Wednesday. The indepen- 
dent Russian news outlet 
The Insider said Russian 
journalist Oksana Baulina 
had been killed in a Kyiv 
neighborhood. 

In the south, the encircled 
port city of Mariupol has 
seen the worst devastation 
of the war, enduring weeks 
of bombardment and, now, 
street-by-street fighting. 
But Ukrainian forces have 
prevented its fall, thwarting 
an apparent bid by Moscow 
to fully secure a land bridge 
from Russia to Crimea, 
seized from Ukraine in 2014. 

Zelenskyy said 100,000 
civilians remain in the city, 
which had 430,000 people 
before the war. Efforts to 
get desperately needed food 
and other supplies to those 
trapped have often failed. 

Zelenskyy accused 
Russian forces of seizing 
a humanitarian convoy. 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Iryna Vereshchuk said the 
Russians were holding 
captive 11 bus drivers and 
four rescue workers along 
with their vehicles. 

Talks to end the fighting 
have continued by video. 
Zelenskyy said negotiations 
with Russia are going “step 
by step, but they are going 
forward.” 
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old saybrook 


3/25 Marc Cohn 


8. 2G Rooted in the rich ground of American rhythm 
and blues, soul and gospel, Marc Cohn solidified 
his place as one of this generation’s most compel- 
ling singer-songwriters. 


3/26 Met Opera in HD: Don Carlos 


One of the great American blues artist, Albert 
Cummings returns to the Kate stage. He has 
played alongside B.B. King, Johnny Winter, and 
Buddy Guy among many others. 


4/1 The Saybrook Stage Co. presents: 
-3 Love, Loss, and What! Wore 


A heartwarming and powerful collection of. 
monologues and pieces about women, their 
clothing and the memories they hold. 


4/6 Marc Broussard 


Marc Broussard is a singer, songwriter, performer, 
and humanitarian. His style is best described as 
"Bayou Soul", a mix of funk, blues, R&B, rock and 
pop, matched with distinct Southern roots. 


4/1 Walter Trout 


One of the great purveyors of the blues and 
blues-rock, Walter Trout has been nothing short of | 
poe over the course of his seven decades on this fy 

artn. Y 


4/8 Journeyman-A Tribute to Eric Clapton 


Fronted by Shaun Hague, Journeyman provide a 
powerful performance of all aspects of Clapton’s 
career from Bluesbreakers to From The Cradle! 


4/9 Plywood Cowboy 


Born in the Connecticut River Valley in 2015, 
Plywood Cowboy continues to expand nationally 
with their folk/country offerings: crafting songs 
ripe with nostalgic comforts, yet perfectly suited 
for the soundtrack of modern life. 


4/10 The Everly Brothers rience 


The Zmed Brothers are absolutely thrilled to con- 
tinuing recognition and preservation of the 
intimate and singular origins of America's greatest 
Rock n'Roll singing sibling duo. 





DAILY 
SUDOKU 








Venue Sponsored By: 


ameriprine PUBLISHING 


Coburn Financial Group 
edvinery practice of 





COUGH DROPS 


Damon Wealth Management Group 
a pernvate wealth advesary practice of 


GROUP oo reesonr a mamma ForAl\Gifts 


Services LLC 


FROM PAGE ONE 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Senate expands 
voting access 


Absentee ballots OK’d for commuters 
and caretakers busy on Election Day 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut lawmak- 
ers voted overwhelmingly 
Wednesday night to make 
it easier to vote by absen- 
tee ballot for caretakers 
and commuters. 

Democrats said the 
changes were straightfor- 
ward in an attempt to be 
more closely aligned with 
the state constitution, but 
some Republicans said 
the wording was vague 
and could open the door 
to no-excuses absentee 
voting that would repre- 
sent a sharp change in state 
elections. 

After being approved 
last week by the state 
House of Representatives 
by 126-16, the Senate voted 
30-4 with four conserva- 
tive Republicans against 
the measure shortly before 
7:15 p.m. 

Currently, voters can 
receive an absentee ballot 
if they have an illness or 
are working out of town on 
Election Day for at least 14 
hours. 

The bipartisan bill, 
lawmakers said, would 
apply to family members 
caring for a sick, elderly 
parent who feared that 
they might catch COVID- 
19 at the polls and then 
spread the virus to the 
person being cared for 
when they returned home. 
The caretakers might not 
personally have an illness 
at the time, but they would 
be concerned about the 
“sickness” of the broader 
problem of the pandemic 
that could endanger the 
elderly relative. 

In addition, the commut- 
ers could get an absentee 
ballotifthey are out of town 
for part of the day, rather 
than the entire day. 

Part of the debate 
centered on the difference 
between the word “sick- 
ness,” which is mentioned 
in the state constitution, 
and the word “illness,” 
which is mentioned in 
state law. Lawmakers said 
that the broader definition 
of the term “sickness” that 
is mentioned in the state 
constitution could relate 
to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic as a reason to 
obtain an absentee ballot. 

Sen. Rob Sampson, the 
ranking Senate Repub- 
lican on the commit- 
tee overseeing elections, 
dominated the debate 
Wednesday with numer- 
ous questions and amend- 
ments on the Senate floor 
for more than three hours. 
Sampson, who voted 
against the bill, filed 19 
amendments and saw 
many of them rejected on 
party-line votes. 

“There is much confu- 
sion and disagreement 
on what this bill accom- 
plishes,” Sampson told his 
colleagues. “The heart of 
this debate is about the 
interpretation of a few 
words. ... The language is 
vague and confusing,” 

He added, “I’m going 
to argue that this bill 
creates no-excuse absen- 
tee voting without a consti- 
tutional amendment. It 
means we’re going to have 
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Brainard, they say, would 
be better targeted for a 
mixed-use development, 
including housing, enter- 
tainment venues, shops and 
a marina, that would draw 
visitors and new residents 
into the city. 

A public hearing on the 
bill is expected next week 
before the legislature’s 
finance, revenue and bond- 
ing committee. A firm date 
has not been set, Fonfara 
said. 

If approved by the legis- 
lature, the study would 
be overseen by the Capi- 
tal Region Development 
Authority. CRDA would 
work with the Connecti- 
cut Airport Authority, 
which oversees operations 
at Brainard. A final report 
would be due Jan. 1. 


COVID voting in perpetu- 
ity, whether or not there is 
a declared emergency.” 

Democrats note that 
voters could decide as 
soon as 2024 on whether 
to approve no-excuse 
absentee voting. A sepa- 
rate constitutional 
amendment to allow 
“early voting” will be on 
the statewide ballot in 
November. 

Senator Mae Flexer, 
the Democratic co-chair- 
woman of the commit- 
tee overseeing elections, 
said that the COVID-19 
pandemic is not specifi- 
cally mentioned in the bill. 

“T believe this legislation 
is a very simple matter,’ 
Flexer said. 

Sampson said that the 
bill would allow “the same 
type of COVID-19 voting” 
in the future. 

The state constitution 
says voters can receive 
an absentee ballot if they 
are “unable to appear at 
the polling place on the 
day of election because of 
absence from the city or 
town of which they are 
inhabitants or because 
of sickness, or physical 
disability or ... the tenets 
of their religion.” 

Senate Majority Leader 
Bob Duff, a Norwalk 
Democrat, delivered a 
wrap-up speech by saying 
that the chamber spent 
about five hours debating 
“common sense” solutions 
to improve voting. 

In other matters, the 
Senate voted 34-0 with 
two senators absent, to 
extend outdoor dining at 
restaurants for another 13 
months. 

The ongoing pandemic 
has been particularly 
hard on restaurants with 
price hikes, staff short- 
ages, consumer fears and 
indoor dining limits lead- 
ing more than 600 to close 
permanently and others 
to shut down temporarily 
during the winter months 
before reopening in the 
spring. 

“Outdoor dining proved 
to be a great asset last 
year to many restaurants 
during the pandemic,” 
said Sen. James Maroney, 
a Milford Democrat. “I 
am thrilled local busi- 
nesses around our state 
will get to take advantage 
of this once again and 
allow customers the abil- 
ity to dine outside. It adds 
a sense of community and 
excitement for customers 
and allows restaurants to 
thrive.” 

Scott Dolch, chief 
executive officer of the 
Connecticut Restaurant 
Association, said, “This is 
a timely and much-needed 
measure that will help 
Connecticut’s restaurant 
industry as it continues to 
recover from the COVID- 
19 pandemic. Together, 
our state and its elected 
leaders are showing that 
we must continue to rally 
around our state’s many 
local restaurants, the vast 
majority of which are small 
businesses.” 


Christopher Keating can 
be reached at ckeating@ 
courant.com 


Airport future debated: 
The future of the airport 
in the city’s South Mead- 
ows has been debated for 
decades. 

In the last year, the Hart- 
ford City Council has 
ramped up its support for 
closing the airport, first in 
a nonbinding resolution 
supporting closing and 
then forming a commit- 
tee to study redevelopment 
options. 

Last week, the council 
urged the state to conduct 
an environmental study to 
determine the extent of any 
contamination from the 
city’s industrial past. 

“Before we start endeav- 
oring to make plans to start 
to develop and things of 
that nature, let’s take a step 
back to really understand 
what lies beneath,’ Demo- 
crat TJ Clarke II, the coun- 
cil’s majority leader, said this 
week. “Then let’s go from 


Taxes 


from Page 1 


Gov. Ned Lamont at a time 
when gasoline prices have 
been rising in an election 
year, generated support 
from both Republicans and 
Democrats. 

Rep. Sean Scanlon, a 
Guilford Democrat who 
co-chairs the tax-writ- 
ing committee, said many 
constituents have been hurt- 
ing from the rising prices 
at the pump, which was an 
average of $4.32 per gallon 
Wednesday. 

“Our constituents did not 
start a war in Ukraine,” Scan- 
lon told his colleagues on the 
House floor. “Our constitu- 
ents did not contribute to the 
global supply chain. ... This 
is a great first step that we 
can make to give them some 
affordability, some relief. ... At 
least we’re doing something.” 

Regarding future gaso- 
line prices and global events, 
Scanlon said, “None of 
us know what is going to 
happen in the coming weeks 
and months.” 

While some lawmakers 
were concerned that the tax 
cut might not be passed along 
to drivers at the pump, Scan- 
lon said that certain lines in 
the eight-page bill mandate 
that “every retailer must 
adhere to this and pass along 
the tax” cut. 

The tax cut does not apply 
to diesel fuel, propane or 
home heating oil. 

Since the cut is tempo- 
rary, some lawmakers were 
concerned that the tax could 
go back up again by 25 cents 
per gallon on July 1, soon 
before the July 4 holiday that 
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so even if the court repeals 
the landmark ruling, abor- 
tion will remain legal in 
Connecticut. 

Bennett, of Middletown, 
said she was proud to bea 
part of the first March for 
Life on Connecticut soil and 
plans to continue advocating 
for anti-abortion legislation 
in Hartford. 

“Hartford, Connecticut 
is where I had an appoint- 
ment to die,” she said into 
a microphone, facing a sea 
of protesters. “The place 
that could have been my 
graveyard is now my battle- 
ground.” 

And she wasn’t the only 
one. 

Jean Pollock and her 
son drove from Great 
Barrington, Massachusetts, 
to take part in the rally. 
Pollock, who helped orga- 
nize the first March for Life 
near the U.S. Capitol in 1974, 
is the mother of 10 children 
and has been rallying against 
abortion for more than a 
decade. 

She made the drive to 
Hartford on Wednesday to 
support March for Life’s 
plans to gather in every state, 
not just in the nation’s capi- 
tal. 

“We support life every- 
where,” she said. “Life 
doesn’t stop at state lines.” 

Her 22-year-old son, 
Quinn Pollock, who has 
Down syndrome, accom- 
panied her on Wednesday, 
holding a sign that read “I 
am the pro-life generation.” 

Quinn said that he comes 
to the rallies with his mom 
because he thinks legisla- 
tion that protects fetuses 
protects people like him. 

“So many people with 
Down syndrome are killed 
before they have a chance, 
and their parents have no 


there.” 

Clarke and Council- 
woman Shirley Surgeon, a 
Democrat, co-sponsored 
the resolution calling for 
the study. The resolution 
has been approved by the 
full city council. 

“T didn’t want to get 
saddled, as a city resident, 
not knowing what sort of 
environmental issue that’s 
out there,” Surgeon said this 
week. “I didn’t know what 
the amount would be, so that 
would be nice to know that 
in advance.” 

Concerns about soil 
contamination under the 
airport surfaced publicly 
last week, raised by Mike 
McGarry, chairman of the 
Greater Hartford Flood 
Control Commission, and 
others. 

McGarry, a former city 
councilman, said he is 
concerned about coal tar, a 
byproduct of coal gasifica- 


is known for heavy driving to 
beaches and vacation spots. 

Rep. Holly Cheeseman 
of East Lyme, the ranking 
House Republican on the 
tax-writing committee, said 
she wished that the tax cuts 
could go deeper. 

“We already provide huge 
subsidies for buses, but if 
people need to get around, 
they need to get around,” 
Cheeseman said. “I’m frus- 
trated that we haven’t 
included diesel.” 

The tax cuts are possi- 
ble partly because the state 
has large budget surpluses 
in two separate funds due 
to increased federal stim- 
ulus money and capital 
gains taxes from Wall Street 
increases, paid largely by 
millionaires and billionaires 
in Fairfield County. 

The gasoline tax cut of 
$90 million will come from 
the once-troubled Special 
Transportation Fund, which 
now has a projected operat- 
ing surplus of $381 million 
in the current fiscal year and 
a projected fund balance of 
more than $600 million by 
the end of the fiscal year. 
The fund has been growing 
because it includes money 
from the second part of 
the state’s two-pronged 
gasoline tax, known as the 
eross receipts tax. That tax 
increases as the wholesale 
price increases, and the tax is 
currently at the state-capped 
maximum of 26.4 cents per 
gallon, which has added 
more than $100 million to 
the fund. 

House majority leader 
Jason Rojas of East Hartford 
said the global events are 
“largely beyond our control, 
but we are not completely 


powerless to act.” 

Besides gasoline, legisla- 
tors are intending to cut car 
taxes and property taxes 
before the legislative session 
ends May 4. 

More than five hours later 
in the Senate, transportation 
committee co-chairman 
Will Haskell of Westport 
rejected any thoughts of 
making the tax cut perma- 
nent because it would 
deliver a “debilitating blow” 
to the state’s plans to spend 
millions of dollars to fix 
roads and bridges. 

“Gas prices are high, but 
not because of taxes,” Haskell 
said. “It’s because of [Russian 
leader Vladimir] Putin” 

Senate majority leader 
Bob Duff of Norwalk said, 
“It has been a double hit to 
us, where we are coming out 
of this pandemic and we have 
seen supply changes. ... Now, 
we're seeing a lot of demand 
and prices going up - anda 
war in Ukraine that nobody 
has asked for except Vladi- 
mir Putin.” 

Senate Republican leader 
Kevin Kelly of Stratford said 
that inflation started increas- 
ing last year before eventu- 
ally reaching a 40-year high. 
Numerous families who are 
living paycheck to paycheck 
will find some relief in the 
package, he said. 

“This is a start — anda 
thankful start,” Kelly said. 
“There is something here for 
everyone.” 

Senate President Pro 
Tem Martin Looney of New 
Haven, the highest-ranking 
senator, said it was important 
to take action quickly in order 
to provide targeted relief, 
including for bus riders. In 
some U.S. Census tracts in 
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New Haven and other cities, 
more than 40% of residents 
do not own cars, he said. 

While Wednesday focused 
on the gasoline tax, some 
lawmakers were also push- 
ing to cut the highway usage 
tax on trucks that is sched- 
uled to start on Jan. 1, 2023. 
Sen. Cathy Osten of Sprague, 
an influential Democratic 
legislator as co-chairwoman 
of the budget-writing 
committee, wants to elimi- 
nate the truck tax for those 
transporting agricultural 
commodities. Lawmakers 
already provided an exemp- 
tion last year for trucks 
carrying milk because they 
were concerned about help- 
ing the state’s dairy farmers. 

Republicans coun- 
tered that it was ironic 
that House Democrats had 
voted strongly against two 
Republican amendments 
on June 8, 2021 that would 
have exempted trucks carry- 
ing agricultural commodi- 
ties, supplies, livestock and 
machinery. Those amend- 
ments failed on party-line 
votes on the day that the 
General Assembly approved 
the highway use tax, which 
is expected to generate $90 
million per year. 

Joseph Sculley, the exec- 
utive director of the associa- 
tion that represents truckers, 
predicted that some out-of- 
state trucks would dodge 
the tax by simply driving 
straight through Connecti- 
cut, leaving local drivers to 
pick up the tab. 

“We don’t need a partial 
repeal,” Sculley told report- 
ers. “We think it should 
apply to nobody. We’re not 
going to get $90 million a 
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Anti-abortion activists march Wednesday in Hartford. The march was part of a plan to gather in 
all states to advocate for limited abortion access. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


idea the gift they’ve been 
given,” she said, looking 
admirably at her son who 
she said is both the glue that 
keeps their family together 
and the honorary “mayor” of 
their town in the Berkshires, 
where everyone knows his 
name. 

With hundreds sing- 
ing “Amazing Grace” and 
reciting the Lord’s Prayer, 
79-year-old deacon Phil 
Hayes and 77-year-old 
Linda Hayes — married 56 
years — clasped their hands 
together and stepped off 
in the march. Together the 
couple has attended dozens 
of anti-abortion rallies, 
including more than 10 in 
Washington, D.C. 

Phil Hayes, wearing a 
button of a fetus on his 
bright red coat, said that the 
couple came out to “show 
support to end abortions 
and help women and their 
babies.” 

That support, he said, 
takes the form of helping 
pregnant women. 

“The support looks like, 


tion plants that existed in 
virtually every American 
city at the turn of the last 
century. 

Those plants provided 
residents with the comforts 
of heat and light, but left coal 
tar contamination behind. 

McGarry and others 
argue disturbing the coal 
tar so close to the Connecti- 
cut River could cause as-yet 
unknown effects on the 
surrounding environment. 


Opponents to clos- 
ing lining up: Opponents 
of closing the airport are 
lining up in force, form- 
ing the Hartford-Brain- 
ard Airport Association. 
The association and other 
supporters of the airport 
argue the city should use 
Brainard as an amenity to 
attract new businesses to 
relocate to Hartford. 

Improvements should be 
made that would, among 


every time we have a chance 
to help a pregnancy center, 
we do. It looks like, every 
time we know a young lady 
who is experiencing an 
unplanned pregnancy, we 
help her in any way we can; 
the emotional support and 
the physical support,” he 
said. 

Linda Hayes, who lives in 
Bozrah with her husband, 
said they wanted their voices 
to be heard. 

“TI think we can’t be the 
silent majority anymore,” 
she said. 

Katherine Sarris, a 
38-year-old performing artist 
and educator from Trum- 
bull, marched in the crowd 
behind the couple. 

“T’m here because I believe 
that life begins at conception. 
If we save a whale that has a 
heartbeat or a baby cat that 
has a heartbeat, why don’t we 
save a baby human that has a 
heartbeat?” she asked. “We 
have better solutions than 
murder,” 

Like the Hayeses, Sarris, 
too, called for more support 


other things, allow larger 
aircraft to fly in and out of 
the South Meadows airport, 
they argue. 

The association is gird- 
ing for a fight, vowing to 
hire lawyers and lobbyists 
to forcefully make its case. 

A study of the airport 
in 2016 by the legisla- 
ture’s program review and 
investigations committee 
concluded that the airport 
should not only be kept 
open but expanded. 

Fonfara and others who 
support decommissioning 
the state-owned airport 
have long dismissed those 
findings. 

“That study was never 
voted on and never 
approved and that was 
intentional because they 
went so far beyond their 
scope of what they tradi- 
tionally do,” Fonfara said 
Wednesday. “I gave it no 
credibility then, and I give 


for pregnancy centers that 
provide things like clothes, 
food, diapers and formula to 
people who are experienc- 
ing unplanned pregnancies. 

A new state law last year 
targeted such “limited 
services pregnancy 
centers.” The law, which 
went into effect in July, 
says these centers may 
face fines or lawsuits if any 
information they publish is 
misleading or deceptive for 
patients. 

Sarris hopes to advo- 
cate for legislation that will 
support, and provide more 
funding for, pregnancy 
centers that provide people 
with options other than 
abortion. 

“That’s what we should be 
focusing on, not only giving 
people the option to termi- 
nate,” she said. “Shouldn’t 
we be trying to help women 
to have a whole range of 
choices?” 


Information from Courant 
reporter Daniela Altimari 
was used in this report. 


it no credibility now.” 

The Metropolitan District 
Commission, the regional 
water and sewer author- 
ity, spearheaded an airport 
redevelopment proposal 
in 2006. The proposal 
called for nearly 7 million 
square feet of commercial 
and manufacturing space, 
stores, apartments, a marina, 
a rebuilt trash-to-energy 
plant, an expansion of its 
nearby wastewater treat- 
ment plant and a river park. 

The MDC plan was 
headed up by William 
DiBella, a former Demo- 
cratic state Senate major- 
ity leader who remains the 
MDC’s chairman. 

No other conceptual 
plans for the area exist 
besides the 2006 vision 
advanced by the MDC. 


Kenneth R. Gosselin can 
be reached at kgosselin@ 
courant.com. 
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High court nominee 
praised, grilled amid 
heated exchanges 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 
and Mark Sherman 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
Federal judge Ketanji 
Brown Jackson faced 
down a barrage of Repub- 
lican questioning Wednes- 
day about her sentencing of 
criminal defendants, as her 
history-making bid to join 
the Supreme Court veered 
from lofty constitutional 
questions to attacks on her 
motivations on the bench. 

In her final day of Senate 
questioning, she declared 
she would rule “without 
any agendas” as the high 
court’s first Black female 
justice and rejected Repub- 
lican efforts to paint her as 
soft on crime in her decade 
on the federal bench. 

The GOP criticism at 
her confirmation hearing 
was punctuated with effu- 
sive praise from Demo- 
crats, and by reflections on 
the historic nature of her 
nomination — none more 
riveting in the room than 
from New Jersey Sen. Cory 
Booker, who used his time 
not to ask questions but to 
tearfully speak and draw 
tears from Jackson as well. 

Booker, who is Black, said 
that he sees “my ancestors 
and yours” when he looks 
at her. “I know what it’s 
taken for you to sit here in 
this seat,” he said. “You have 
earned this spot.” 

Jackson was silent as 
Booker talked, but tears 
rolled down her face, her 
family sitting behind her. 

Though her approval 
seems all but sure —Demo- 
crats are aiming for a vote 
before Easter — Republi- 
cans keep trying to chip 
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Supreme Court nominee Ketanji Brown Jackson testifies during her confirmation hearing on Wednesday. ALEX BRANDON/AP 


away at her record. 

In more than 12 hours of 
testimony Tuesday, and into 
the evening again Wednes- 
day, GOP senators aggres- 
sively questioned her on the 
sentences she has handed 
down to child pornography 
offenders in her nine years 
as a federal judge, her legal 
advocacy on behalf of terror 
suspects at Guantanamo 
Bay, her thoughts on criti- 
cal race theory and even her 
religious views. 

In response to question- 
ing about a case over afhr- 
mative action at Harvard 
University, her alma mater 
where she now serves on 
the Board of Overseers, 
Jackson said she would 
recuse herself. “That’s my 


plan,” she responded when 
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz asked 
her about it. 

This fall, the court will 
take up challenges to the 
consideration of race in 
college admissions, in 
lawsuits filed by Asian 
American applicants to 
Harvard, a private insti- 
tution, and the University 
of North Carolina, a state 
school. 

The court currently plans 
to hear the suits against the 
two schools together but 
could separate them and 
give Jackson a chance to 
take part in what will be one 
of next term’s biggest issues. 

Republicans spent much 
of Wednesday focused on 
her sentencing, particu- 


Biden arrives in Europe 


for talks with key allies 


President seeks new 
Sanctions on Russia, 
help for Ukrainians 


By Chris Megerian 
and Aamer Madhani 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — With 
Europe facing its most 
precarious future since 
World War II, President 
Joe Biden will huddle with 
key allies in Brussels and 
Warsaw this week as they 
try to prevent Russia’s war 
on Ukraine from spiraling 
into a greater catastrophe. 

Biden embarked Wednes- 
day on a four-day trip that 
will test his ability to navi- 
gate the continent’s worst 
crisis since WWII ended 
in 1945. There are fears 
Russia could use chemical or 
nuclear weapons as its inva- 
sion becomes bogged down 
in the face of logistical prob- 
lems and fierce Ukrainian 
resistance. 

“T think it’s a real threat,” 
Biden said of the possibility 
of Russia deploying chem- 
ical weapons. He spoke 
with reporters at the White 
House before departing for 
Brussels. 

Humanitarian challenges 
are growing as well. Millions 
of refugees have fled the 
fighting, mostly by cross- 
ing the border into Poland, 


and the war has jeopardized 
Ukraine’s wheat and barley 
harvests, raising the possi- 
bility of rising hunger in 
impoverished areas around 
the globe. 

Jake Sullivan, Biden’s 
national security adviser, 
said the president would 
coordinate with allies on 
military assistance for 
Ukraine and new sanctions 
on Russia. 

One new sanctions option 
that Biden is looking at is to 
target hundreds of members 
of the Russian State Duma, 
the lower house of parlia- 
ment, according to a U.S. 
official who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity. The 
official added that a final 
decision hasn’t been made 
and that the new sanctions 
would be rolled out in coor- 
dination with Western allies. 

Sullivan said that individ- 
uals to be designated in new 
sanctions to be unveiled on 
Thursday would include 
Russian oligarchs and polit- 
ical figures. 

Sullivan added that Biden 
is working on long-term 
efforts to boost defenses 
in Eastern Europe, where 
more countries fear Russian 
ageression. The president 
is also aiming to reduce 
the continent’s reliance on 
Russian energy. Central 
to the president’s agenda 
during his time in Europe is 





Refugees fleeing Ukraine arrive on Wednesday in Cottbus, 
Germany, near the border with Poland. SEAN GALLUP/GETTY 


making certain the U.S. and 
its allies remain on the same 
page. 

Sullivan said Vladimir 
Putin’s references to nuclear 
weapons at the beginning 
of the conflict are “some- 
thing that we do have to be 
concerned about,” adding 
that Biden would be talking 
with allies about “potential 
responses.” 

Sullivan’s description of 
Biden’s trip was another sign 
that the crisis is entering a 
new and uncertain phase. 

Biden’s first stop is Brus- 
sels, where he’ll attend back- 
to-back-to-back meetings. 

NATO is holding a hast- 
ily arranged emergency 
summit, where Biden is 
expected to reiterate his 
support for Article 5 of the 
alliance’s charter, which 
commits all members to 
collective defense if any are 
attacked. 

Biden will also partici- 
pate in meetings of the Euro- 
pean Union and the Group 
of Seven, which includes the 
world’s richest democracies. 

He’ll then travel to 
Warsaw on Friday to meet 
Polish officials to discuss 
the enormous humanitar- 
ian strain caused by the 
Ukrainian refugee crisis. 
Biden is scheduled to meet 
with Polish President 
Andrzej Duda on Saturday. 

Polish leaders have 


larly on the child pornog- 
raphy cases, as they had on 
Tuesday. 

Tempers rose at Wednes- 
day’s hearing as the day 
wore on, with Durbin slam- 
ming down his gavel at one 
point when Cruz refused to 
yield after his time expired 
while he was grilling Jack- 
son on the specifics of cases. 

“You can bang it as long 
as you want,” Cruz snapped, 
shouting that he just 
wanted Jackson to answer 
his question. 

“At some point you have 
to follow the rules,’ Durbin, 
D-Ill., shot back. 

In another round of tense 
questioning, South Caro- 
lina Sen. Lindsey Graham 
interrogated Jackson on the 


punishment she believes 
appropriate for people 
convicted of child pornog- 
raphy. 

Like Cruz and others on 
the committee, Graham said 
she had been too lenient on 
those criminals. Graham 
frequently interrupted her 
as she tried to speak.” 

The focus on her sentenc- 
ing was part of a larger 
effort by the committee’s 
Republicans several of 
whom are potential presi- 
dential candidates to char- 
acterize Jackson’s record, 
and her judicial philosophy, 
as too empathetic and soft 
on criminals who commit 
the worst offenses. 

It was also part of an 
emerging emphasis on 





ackson vows no ‘agendas’ on bench 


crime in GOP midterm elec- 
tion campaigns. 

North Carolina Sen. 
Thom Tillis said she 
seemed like “a very kind 
person,” but “there’s at 
least a level of empathy 
that enters into your treat- 
ment of a defendant that 
some could view as maybe 
beyond what some of us 
would be comfortable with, 
with respect to administer- 
ing justice.” 

The sustained focus on 
her record suggested that, 
contrary to Democratic 
hopes, Jackson’s confirma- 
tion vote in the full Senate 
is unlikely to garner much, 
if any, Republican support. 

Still, several Republicans 
acknowledged that she is 
likely to be on the court. 
Democrats can confirm 
her without any biparti- 
san support in the 50-50 
Senate as Vice President 
Kamala Harris can cast the 
tiebreaking vote. 

Jackson, backed by 
committee Democrats, 
forcefully defended her 
record and said that the 
Republicans were mischar- 
acterizing her decisions. 

She said she bases 
sentences on many factors 
and not solely on federal 
guidelines. 

Sentencing is not a 
“numbers game,” she said, 
noting that there are no 
mandatory sentences for 
sex offenders and that there 
has been significant debate 
on the subject. 

Jackson said that if she 
is confirmed, she will do 
what she has done as a 
federal judge, “which is 
to rule from a position of 
neutrality, to look carefully 
at the facts and the circum- 
stances of every case with- 
out any agendas, without 
any attempt to push the 
law in one direction or the 
other.” 





President Joe Biden is greeted by Belgian Prime Minister Alexander De Croo on Wednesday 
upon arriving in Brussels for key talks with allies. BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI/GETTY-AFP 


pressed for a Western peace- 
keeping mission to inter- 
vene in Ukraine, a step that 
the U.S. and other Western 
allies worry could lead to a 
broadening of the war. The 
Polish leadership also wants 
an increased military pres- 
ence along NATO’s eastern 
flank. 

Sullivan said Biden’s trip 
to Poland is an important 
opportunity to “meet with 
a frontline and very vulner- 
able ally.” Poland is also 
host to a growing number 
of U.S. troops, and Sullivan 
suggested Biden may visit 
them as well. 


Also on Wednesday, 
Poland ordered the expul- 
sion of 45 Russians whom 
the government identified 
as intelligence officers using 
their diplomatic status as 
cover to operate in the coun- 
try, making them a danger to 
the nation’s security, officials 
said. 

“These are people who... 
operate using their diplo- 
matic status, but in reality 
conduct intelligence activ- 
ities against Poland,” said 
Stanislaw Zaryn, the state 
security spokesman. 

Russian Ambassa- 
dor Sergei Andreev was 


summoned to the Foreign 
Ministry and given a note 
informing him of the expul- 
sion of 45 employees of the 
embassy and Russia’s trade 
mission to Poland. 

Andreev, who is not being 
expelled, lashed out, telling 
reporters that those being 
kicked out of Poland “were 
carrying out normal diplo- 
matic and trade activity.” 

Polish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Lukasz Jasina 
said the Russians were being 
given five days to leave, with 
the exception of one man 
who was ordered to leave in 
48 hours. 


EU frees up $3.7B to assist Ukraine refugees 


By David Keyton 
and Mike Corder 


Associated Press 


PRZEMYSL, Poland 
— The European Union 
announced moves Wednes- 
day to help its member states 
assist the millions of refu- 
gees fleeing Russia’s war on 
Ukraine in accessing schools 
for their children, health 
care, accommodation and 
work. 

European Commissioner 
for Home Affairs Ylva 
Johansson said the EU’s 


executive arm also is work- 
ing to protect vulnerable 
refugees, particularly unac- 
companied children, from 
exploitation. 

The United Nations says 
more than 3.5 million people 
— mainly women and chil- 
dren — have fled Ukraine 
in the month since Russian 
tanks rolled across the 
border and Moscow began 
relentlessly bombarding 
towns and cities. 

European Commission 
Vice President Margaritis 
Schinas said the new raft of 


measures aims to build on 
a “Temporary Protection 
Directive” issued earlier 
this month and on initiatives 
happening across Europe to 
welcome refugees. 

The protection system, 
established in 2001 in 
response to the fallout 
from the 1990s Balkan 
wars but never previously 
used, streamlines entry 
procedures for Ukraini- 
ans arriving in the EU and 
outlines entitlements such 
as employment and housing. 

Wednesday’s announce- 


ment provides support for 
EU countries in meeting 
those commitments. The 
commission is freeing up 
$3.7 billion to help fund the 
measures, but it was not 
immediately clear how and 
where the money will be 
spent. 

Johansson said the 
measures will include estab- 
lishing procedures for safely 
transporting unaccompa- 
nied children, amid signs 
that criminals could already 
be preying on them and on 
other refugees. 


WORLD & NATION 


MADELEINE ALBRIGHT 1937-2022 


Refugee became first female secretary of state 


By Matthew Lee 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Made- 
leine Albright, a child refu- 
gee from Nazi- and then 
Soviet-dominated eastern 
Europe who rose to become 
the first female U.S. secre- 
tary of state and a mentor 
to many current and former 
American statesmen and 
women, has died of cancer, 
her family said Wednesday. 
She was 84. 

A lifelong Democrat who 
worked to bring Republicans 
into her orbit, Albright was 
chosen by then-President 
Bill Clinton to be America’s 
top diplomat in 1996, elevat- 
ing her from her post as U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, where she had been 
only the second woman to 
hold that job. 

As secretary of state, 
Albright was the high- 
est-ranking woman in the 
history of U.S. government. 
She was not in the line of 
succession to the presidency, 
however, because she was a 
native of Prague. 

In announcing her death 
on Twitter, Albright’s family 
said she died of cancer and 
was surrounded by family 
and friends: “We have lost a 
loving mother, grandmother, 
sister, aunt and friend,” the 
statement said. 

Outpourings of condo- 
lences came quickly. 

“Laura and I are heartbro- 
ken by the news of Made- 
leine Albright’s death,” said 
former President George 
W. Bush. “She lived out 
the American dream and 
helped others realize it. ... 
She served with distinction 
as a foreign-born foreign 
minister who understood 
firsthand the importance of 
free societies for peace in our 
world.” 

President Joe Biden and 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken had been informed 
of Albright’s death as they 
were flying to Brussels 
for an emergency meet- 
ing of NATO leaders about 
Ukraine. 


- 








Madeleine Albright overcame barriers to become the first female eeeretany of state in U.S. history. JUSTIN SULLIVAN/GETTY 2008 


In 2012, President Barack 
Obama awarded Albright 
the Medal of Freedom, the 
nation’s highest civilian 
honor, saying her life was an 
inspiration to all Americans. 

Albright remained 
outspoken through the 
years. After leaving office, 
she criticized President 
George W. Bush for using 
“the shock of force” rather 
than alliances to foster diplo- 
macy and said Bush had 
driven away moderate Arab 
leaders and created poten- 
tial for a dangerous rift with 
European allies. 

However, as a refugee 
from Czechoslovakia who 
saw the horrors of both 
Nazi Germany and the Iron 
Curtain, she was not a dove 
and played a leading role 
in pressing for the Clinton 
administration to get militar- 
ily involved in the conflict in 
Kosovo. 

She advised women “to 
act in a more confident 
manner” and “to ask ques- 


tions when they occur and 
don’t wait to ask.” 

“It took me quite a long 
time to develop a voice, and 
now that I have it, I am not 
going to be silent,” she told 
HuffPost Living in 2010. 

Albright was an inter- 
nationalist whose point of 
view was shaped in part by 
her background. Her family 
fled Czechoslovakia in 1939 
as the Nazis took over their 
country, and she spent the 
war years in London. After 
the war, as the Soviet Union 
took over vast chunks of 
Eastern Europe, her father, 
a Czech diplomat, brought 
his family to the U.S. 

As secretary of state, 
Albright played a key role 
in persuading Clinton to go 
to war against the Yugoslav 
leader Slobodan Milosevic 
over his treatment of Koso- 
var Albanians in 1999, In her 
U.N. post, she advocated a 
tough U.S. foreign policy, 
particularly in the case of 
Milosevic’s treatment of 
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Bosnia and NATO’s inter- 
vention in Kosovo was even- 
tually dubbed “Madeleine’s 
War.” 

“My mindset is Munich,” 
she said frequently, referring 
to the German city where the 
Western allies abandoned 
her homeland to the Nazis. 

Albright helped win 
Senate ratification of 
NATO’s expansion and 
a treaty imposing inter- 
national restrictions on 
chemical weapons. She led 
a successful fight to keep 
Egyptian diplomat Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali from a second 
term as secretary-general 
of the United Nations. He 
accused her of deception and 
posing as a friend. 

And she once exclaimed to 
Colin Powell, then the chair- 
man of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, who would later 
succeed her as secretary of 
state: “What’s the point of 
having this superb military 
you're always talking about 
if we can’t use it?” 
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Powell, who died last 
year, recalled in a memoir 
that Albright’s comments 
almost made him have an 
“aneurysm.” 

As America’s top diplo- 
mat, Albright made limited 
progress at first in trying to 
expand the 1993 Oslo Accords 
that established the principle 
of self-rule for the Palestin- 
ians on the West Bank and in 
Gaza. But in 1998, she played 
a leading role in formulating 
the Wye Accords that turned 
over control of about 40% of 
the West Bank to the Pales- 
tinians. 

She also spearheaded an 
ill-fated effort to negotiate 
a 2000 peace deal between 
Israel and Syria under Syria’s 
late President Hafez Assad. 
And, she helped guide 
U.S. foreign policy during 
conflicts in the Balkans and 
the Hutu-Tutsi genocide in 
Rwanda. 

As an outspoken Demo- 
crat in private life, Albright 
often joked that she had her 
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“political instincts surgically 
removed” when she became 
secretary of state. True to 
that, she formed an unlikely 
friendship with arch-con- 
servative North Carolina 
Sen. Jesse Helms to increase 
funding for the State Depart- 
ment and U.S. diplomacy and 
oversaw a radical change in 
Washington’s handling of 
Cold War-era messaging. 

Born Marie Jana Korbel 
in Prague on May 15, 1937, 
She was the daughter of a 
diplomat, Joseph Korbel. 
The family was Jewish and 
converted to Roman Cathol- 
icism when she was 5. Three 
of her Jewish grandparents 
died in concentration camps. 

Albright later said that 
she became aware of her 
Jewish background after 
she became secretary of 
state. The family returned to 
Czechoslovakia after World 
War II but fled again, this 
time to the United States, in 
1948, after the Communists 
rose to power. 

They settled in Colo- 
rado, where her father 
obtained a job at the Univer- 
sity of Denver. One of Josef 
Korbel’s best students, 
a young woman named 
Condoleezza Rice, would 
later succeed his daughter 
as secretary of state, the first 
Black woman to hold that 
office. 

Albright graduated from 
Wellesley College in 1959. 
She worked as a journalist 
and later studied interna- 
tional relations at Colum- 
bia University, where she 
earned a master’s degree in 
1968 and a doctorate in 1976. 

She worked for the 
National Security Council 
during the Carter adminis- 
tration and advised Demo- 
crats on foreign policy before 
Clinton’s election. He nomi- 
nated her as U.S. ambassador 
to the U.N. in 1993. 

Albright married jour- 
nalist Joseph Albright, a 
descendant of Chicago’s 
Medill-Patterson newspa- 
per dynasty, in 1959. They 
had three daughters and 
divorced in 1983. 
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‘But I will fight until the very end’ 


At 93, SKorean sex 
slavery survivor calls 
on the UN for justice 


By Kim Tong-Hyung 


Associated Press 


SEOUL, South Korea 
— Thirty years after going 
public with her story of 
abduction, rape and forced 
prostitution by Japan’s 
wartime military, Lee Yong- 
soo fears she’s running out 
of time to get closure to her 
ordeal. 

The 93-year-old is the 
face of a dwindling group of 
South Korean sexual slav- 
ery survivors who have been 
demanding since the early 
1990s that the Japanese 
government fully accept 
culpability and offer an 
unequivocal apology. 

Her latest — and possibly 
final — push is to persuade 
the governments of South 
Korea and Japan to settle 
their decades-long impasse 
over sexual slavery by seek- 
ing judgment of the United 
Nations. 

Lee leads an interna- 
tional group of sexual slav- 
ery survivors and advocates 
— including those from the 
Philippines, China, Indone- 
sia, Australia and East Timor 
— who sent a petition U.N. 
human rights investigators 
recently to press Seoul and 
Tokyo to jointly refer the 
issue to U.N’s International 
Court of Justice. The group 
wants Seoul to initiate arbi- 
tration proceedings against 
Japan with a U.N. panel on 
torture if Tokyo doesn’t agree 
to bring the case to the ICJ. 

It’s unclear whether South 
Korea, which will swear ina 
new government in May, will 
consider bringing the matter 
to the U.N. when it faces 
pressure to improve relations 
with Japan amid a turbulent 
moment in global affairs. The 
country has never fought a 
case under such proceedings 

Lee worries about the 
survivors’ plight being 
forgotten or distorted by 
Japan’s apparent efforts to 
downplay the coercive and 


People walk amid damage on Wednesday in Arabi, La. Th 


violent nature of sexual slav- 
ery from World War II and 
exclude it from schoolbooks. 
She cried as she described 
how she was dragged from 
home as a 16-year-old to 
serve as a sex slave for 
Japan’s Imperial Army, and 
the abuse she endured at a 
Japanese military brothel in 
Taiwan until the end of the 
war — astory she first told 
the world in 1992. 

“Both South Korea and 
Japan keep waiting for us to 
die, but I will fight until the 
very end,’ Lee said in arecent 
interview in Seoul, near the 
Japanese Embassy. She said 
her campaign is aimed at 
pressuring Japan to fully 
accept responsibility and 
acknowledge its past military 
sexual slavery as war crimes 
and educate its public about 
the abuses. 

“T think time has so far 
waited for me so that I can 
clench my teeth and do 
everything that I can to 
resolve this issue,” Lee said. 

Grievances over sexual 
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slavery, forced labor and 
other abuses stemming 
from Japan’s brutal colonial 
rule of the Korean Peninsula 
before the end of World War 
II have strained Seoul-Tokyo 
relations in recent years as 
the animosities spilled over 
to trade and military coop- 
eration issues. The disputes 
have frustrated Washington, 
which wants stronger three- 
way cooperation with its 
Asian allies to confront chal- 
lenges in the region. 

The upcoming govern- 
ment change in Seoul has 
inspired cautious hope in 
Japan about improved ties. 
After winning the elec- 
tion this month, conser- 
vative South Korean 
President-elect Yoon 
Suk-yeol vowed “future-fo- 
cused” cooperation with 
Japan. 

Still, the countries may 
find it difficult to focus on the 
future if they can’t narrow 
their disagreements over 
the past. 

Lee, who in 2007 testified 
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at the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives before it passed a 
landmark resolution urging 
Japan to acknowledge the 
wartime sexual slavery, 
no longer believes Seoul 
and Tokyo can settle their 
history dispute without a 
U.N. process. 

Years of bilateral diplo- 
matic talks were largely fruit- 
less. A settlement reached 
between the countries’ 
foreign ministers in 2015 — 
including Fumio Kishida, 
the current prime minister 
of Japan — never lived up to 
its goal of “finally and irre- 
versibly” resolving the issue. 

Lee and other survivors 
said Seoul officials didn’t 
consult them before making 
the deal, under which Japan 
agreed to contribute $8 
million to a South Korean 
fund to help support the 
victims. They questioned 
the sincerity of the Japanese 
government — then led by 
right-wing Prime Minster 
Shinzo Abe, who had long 
been accused by South Kore- 
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Now 93, South Korea’s Lee Yong-soo was sexually enslaved by Japan’s military during World War Il. AHN YOUNG-JOON/AP 
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EF-3 tornado raked the community located east of New Orleans. GERALD HERBERT/AP 


La. digs out from ‘devastating’ 
destruction left by tornadoes 


By Gerald Herbert 
and Rebecca Santana 
Associated Press 


ARABI, La. — Louisi- 
ana National Guardsmen 
and other responders went 
door-to-door in some areas 
around New Orleans on 
Wednesday as the region 
dug out from overnight 
tornadoes, with Gov. John 
Bel Edwards declaring a 
state of emergency and call- 
ing the destruction “devas- 
tating.” 

Other tornadoes spawned 
by the same system caused 
so much damage in Texas 
that the governor declared 
a disaster in 16 counties. 
Buildings were shredded in 
Alabama, where torrential 
rainfall was recorded. 

Two people were killed 
and multiple others were 
injured as the storm front 
blew across the South. The 
dead included a woman 
north of Dallas and a person 
in St. Bernard Parish, near 
New Orleans. Authorities 
didn’t immediately describe 
how they were killed. 

Edwards declared an 
emergency in St. Bernard, 
Orleans, Jefferson and St. 
Tammany parishes. 

There were “no injuries, 
casualties or significant 


damage reported in Orle- 
ans Parish,’ New Orleans 
Mayor LaToya Cantrell said 
Wednesday, but tornadoes 
touched down in Arabi, east 
of the city, and in Lacombe, 
across Lake Pontchartrain. 

In Arabi, debris hung 
from electrical wires and 
trees amid destroyed 
houses. Power poles were 
down, forcing emergency 
workers to walk slowly 
through darkened neigh- 
borhoods checking for 
damage early Wednesday. 

“IT wasn’t mentally 
prepared to see what I was 
seeing,” said Amy Sims, 
who jumped into her car 
when the tornado warning 
sounded and drove to the 
Arabi Heights area to check 
on relatives. 

“A bomb looked like it had 
gone off,” she said, describ- 
ing emergency medics, 
some crying, dodging live 
wires as they went through 
shattered homes. 

The National Weather 
Service said the Arabi 
damage had been caused 
by a tornado of at least 
EF-3 strength, meaning it 
had winds of 158-206 mph, 
while the Lacombe-area 
twister was an EF-1, with 
winds as strong as 90 mph. 

Television stations broad- 


cast live images as the storm 
damaged an area about 2 
miles long and a half-mile 
wide in St. Bernard Parish. 

Dea Castellanos 
described through a trans- 
lator how she heard rain 
and wind outside her home 
in Arabi while sitting in her 
living room Tuesday. 

The next thing she knew, 
Castellanos said, she could 
feel the house spin through 
a full rotation and she ended 
up inabedroom. 

When the family was able 
to emerge, the house was in 
the street. A daughter, who 
has muscular dystrophy 
and requires a breathing 
machine, was stuck in her 
bedroom, calling for her 
mother. 

“They were screaming. 
His wife was hysterical,” 
neighbor Chuck Heirsch 
told The Times-Picayune/ 
New Orleans Advocate 
when he saw his neighbors 
trying to get to their daugh- 
ter. “They were already 
traumatized from taking 
that ‘Wizard of Oz’ ride.” 

The rest passed like a 
blur, Castellanos said. An 
ambulance came to take 
her daughter to the hospi- 
tal, where she was operated 
on overnight and is now all 
right, she said. 





ans of sanitizing Japan’s war 
crimes — because Japa- 
nese officials stressed the 
payments shouldn’t be 
considered compensation. 

South Korean court 
rulings in recent years call- 
ing for Japan’s government 
and companies to provide 
reparations to victims of 
sexual slavery and forced 
labor have been rejected 
by Tokyo, which insists all 
wartime compensation 
issues were settled under 
a 1965 treaty normalizing 
relations between the two 
nations. 

Historians say tens of 
thousands of women from 
around Asia, many of 
them Korean, were sent to 
front-line military broth- 
els to provide sex to Japa- 
nese soldiers. At the time 
of the 2015 deal, 46 of the 
239 women who registered 
with the Seoul government 
as victims were still alive 
in South Korea. Now there 
are 12. 

Japan has repeatedly 


expressed regret over 
its wartime actions. It 
conducted a study of the 
practice and established a 
fund from private contribu- 
tions in 1995 to compensate 
victims in the Philippines, 
South Korea and Taiwan 
before it expired in 2007. 

Many South Koreans 
believe Tokyo’s previous 
comments and actions 
lacked sincerity and fell 
short of legal reparations 
before they were further 
ruined by conservatives 
who’ve continued to down- 
play or question Japan’s 
wartime past. There’s also 
frustration over views that 
Japanese schoolbooks 
sugarcoat past brutalities. 

A U.N. report from 
1996 concluded that sex 
slaves were taken through 
“violence and outright coer- 
cion.” A statement from 
Japan in 1993 acknowl- 
edged that women were 
taken “against their own will, 
through coaxing, coercion,” 
but the nation’s leaders later 
denied it. 

Japan’s Foreign Affairs 
Ministry now says its govern- 
ment has found no docu- 
ments showing the use of 
coercion in the recruitment 
of the so-called “comfort 
women” and refuses to 
describe the system as 
sexual slavery. Tokyo has 
urged Seoul to abide by 
the 2015 agreement and 
described recent lawsuits 
filed by South Korean sexual 
slavery victims seeking 
compensation as “extremely 
regrettable and absolutely 
unacceptable.” 

Lee began campaigning 
last year for Seoul and Tokyo 
to refer their sexual slav- 
ery-related disputes to the 
ICJ in The Hague, the U.N’s 
highest court. After a muted 
response from both govern- 
ments, Lee is demanding that 
South Korea call for a U.N. 
panel to examine whether 
Tokyo is failing to carry out 
its obligations under the 
1984 Convention against 
Torture. 

“This issue doesn’t die 
with the survivors,” Lee said. 


Trump dumps endorsement 
of Rep. Brooks for US Senate 


By Kim Chandler 
and Jill Colvin 


Associated Press 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
Former President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday 
rescinded his endorse- 
ment of Rep. Mo Brooks 
in Alabama’s Republican 
primary for Senate, deal- 
ing a major blow to the 
congressman’s campaign. 

In a statement, Trump 
cited Brooks’ languishing 
performance in the race and 
his attempt to move Repub- 
licans beyond Trump’s false 
2020 election fraud claims. 
The former president 
said he will make another 
endorsement in the “near 
future.” 

“Very sad but, since he 
decided to go in another 
direction, so have I, and I 
am hereby withdrawing my 
Endorsement of Mo Brooks 
for the Senate,” Trump said. 

Brooks responded that he 
had not changed at all, and 
he accused Trump of drop- 
ping him for rebuffing the 
former president’s entreat- 
ies — coming as recently as 
last week — to help overturn 
the 2020 election. 

“He wanted the election 
rescinded and a do-over,” 
Brooks told reporters in 
Alabama. “But there’s no 
legal way to do it.” 

Trump has been frus- 
trated for months as Brooks 
has failed to gain traction in 
the May 24 primary and has 
trailed in polling. By with- 
drawing the endorsement, 
Trump sought to stave off 
the embarrassment of back- 
ing a losing candidate in a 
high-profile race. Trump, 
who often brags about his 
endorsement record, sees it 
as a reflection of his power 
in the Republican Party as 
he mulls another presiden- 
tial run in 2024. 

Trump’s picks have strug- 
gled in other races too. 

The Senate candidate 
he originally endorsed in 
Pennsylvania, Sean Parnell, 
dropped out amid alle- 
gations of abuse from his 
ex-wife. In North Caro- 





Republican Rep. Mo Brooks of Alabama, who is running for 


the U.S. Senate, said former President Donald Trump “asked 
me to rescind the 2020 elections.” KIMBERLY CHANDLER/AP 


lina, Trump’s Senate pick, 
Rep. Ted Budd, has failed to 
make a splash. In Georgia, 
former Sen. David Perdue 
is trailing Gov. Brian Kemp, 
one of Trump’s top 2022 
targets, in the gubernatorial 
primary campaign. 

Trump endorsed Brooks 
last April, rewarding the 
conservative firebrand 
who whipped up a crowd 
of Trump supporters at 
the Jan. 6, 2021, rally that 
preceded the U.S. Capitol 
insurrection. 

Brooks has since found 
himselfin a tough race with 
Katie Britt, the former head 
of a state business group, 
and Mike Durant, a busi- 
nessman best known as the 
helicopter pilot shot down 
and held prisoner in the 
1993 “Black Hawk Down” 
incident. 

The GOP primary in the 
conservative state will likely 
decide who succeeds GOP 
Sen. Richard Shelby, who’s 
retiring. Britt previously 
served as Shelby’s chief of 
staff. 

Brooks, who voted 
against certifying President 
Joe Biden’s victory, said in 
a statement that he knew 
he might lose Trump’s 
endorsement by saying the 
2020 election could not be 
overturned. 

“President Trump has 
asked me to rescind the 
2020 elections, immedi- 
ately remove Joe Biden 


from the White House, 
immediately put President 
Trump back in the White 
House, and hold a new 
special election for the pres- 
idency. As a lawyer, I have 
repeatedly advised Pres- 
ident Trump that Janu- 
ary 6 was the final election 
contest verdict and neither 
the United States Constitu- 
tion nor the United States 
code permit what Presi- 
dent Trump asks. Period,” 
Brooks said Wednesday at 
a town hall before roughly 
two dozen in Hueytown, 
Alabama. 

“T’ve told President 
Trump the truth knowing 
full well that it might cause 
President Trump to rescind 
his endorsement. But I took 
a sworn oath to defend and 
protect the United States 
Constitution. I honor my 
oath,” he said to applause. 

At the “Stop the Steal” 
rally before the storm- 
ing of the Capitol, Brooks 
had spoken in incendiary 
language. 

Trump on Wednes- 
day accused Brooks, one 
of the most conservative 
members of Congress, of 
going “woke” for saying at 
an August rally that it was 
time to move on from the 
2020 presidential race. 

“When I heard his state- 
ment, I said, ‘Mo, you just 
blew the Election, and 
there’s nothing you can do 
about it?” Trump said. 
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Voice recorder found 
in wreckage of plane 
that crashed in China 


From news services 


WUZHOU, China — Inves- 
tigators have found what 
they believe to be the cockpit 
voice recorder in the wreck- 
age of a China Eastern flight 
that crashed in the coun- 
try’s south with 132 people 
on board, a Chinese aviation 
official said Wednesday. 

The outer casing of one of 
the two black boxes aboard 
the plane and its storage 
component both suffered 
damage, but the unit is “rela- 
tively intact,” said Zhu Tao, 
director of the Office of Avia- 
tion Safety at the Civil Avia- 
tion Authority of China. 

The recorder will be sent 
to Beijing for decoding and 
analysis, Zhu said. How long 
that will take depends on the 
degree of damage the unit 
suffered, he said. 

“This will provide import- 
ant evidence as to the cause of 
the accident,” he said. Inves- 
tigators will next “continue 
to go all-out to find the flight 
data recorder to provide even 
more comprehensive data 
support to reconstruct the 
entire incident,” he said. 

The flight data recorder 
captures information about 
the plane’s airspeed, altitude, 
direction up or down, pilot 
actions, and performance of 
all key systems. 

Cockpit voice recorders 
generally gather sound from 
pilots’ headsets and an over- 
head microphone. They can 
capture voices, audio alerts 
and background sounds from 
the engine or even switches 
being moved. 

“It’s invaluable informa- 
tion, especially since this 
crew apparently failed to 
communicate (with air traf- 
fic controllers) on their way 
down,” said John Goglia, 
a former member of the 
US. crash investigator, the 
National Transportation 
Safety Board. “I hope they get 
good voice on that recorder, 
because that will tell us 


exactly what was going on in 
the cockpit.” 

China Eastern Flight 5735 
was flying from Kunming in 
Yunnan province to Guang- 
zhou, an industrial center on 
China’s southeastern coast, 
when it crashed Monday 
outside the city of Wuzhou 
in the Guangxi region. 


Moderna vaccine: Moder- 
na’s COVID-19 vaccine 
works in babies, toddlers and 
preschoolers, the company 
said Wednesday, a develop- 
ment that could pave the way 
for the littlest kids to be vacci- 
nated by summer ifregulators 
agree. 

Moderna said that in the 
coming weeks it would ask 
regulators in the U.S. and 
Europe to authorize two 
small-dose shots for young- 
sters under 6. The company 
also is seeking to have larger 
doses cleared for older chil- 
dren and teens in the USS. 

The announcement is 
positive news for parents 
who have anxiously awaited 
protection for younger tots. 

The nation’s 18 million 
children under 5 are the only 
age group not yet eligible for 
vaccination. 


Taliban backtracks: Afghan- 
istan’s Taliban rulers unex- 
pectedly decided against 
reopening schools Wednes- 
day to girls above the sixth 
grade, reneging on a promise 
and opting to appease their 
hard-line base at the expense 
of further alienating the inter- 
national community. 

The decision, confirmed 
by a Taliban official, is bound 
to disrupt efforts by the 
Taliban to win recognition 
from potential international 
donors at a time when the 
country is mired in a wors- 
ening humanitarian crisis. 

The reversal was so sudden 
that the Education Minis- 
try was caught off guard on 
Wednesday, the start of the 
school year, as were schools 
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Day of reflection: Pedestrians pause before the National Covid Memorial Wall on Wednesday in London. The day also marked 
the second anniversary of the country’s first lockdown, and Britain held a moment of silence to remember lives lost to the 
coronavirus. Almost 164,000 people in the U.K. have died from COVID-19 during the pandemic. TOLGA AKMEN/GETTY-AFP 


in parts of the Afghan capital 
of Kabul and elsewhere in the 
country. Some girls in higher 
grades returned to schools, 
only to be told to go home. 
USS. Special Representative 
Thomas West tweeted his 
“shock and deep disappoint- 
ment” about the decision. 


US Capitol tours: The U.S. 
Capitol will reopen to the 
public on Monday for guided 
tours for limited groups of 
people who have registered 
in advance, congressional 
officials said, two years after 
the coronavirus pandemic 
prompted the cessation of 
such visits. 

Officials said that the 
resumption would occur in 
phases, beginning Monday 
for school groups and other 
groups of up to 15 people who 
would be led by lawmakers or 
their aides. 

Congressional offices 
would each be limited to lead- 
ing one tour weekly. 

The move, announced 
Wednesday, marked 
Congress’ latest relaxation 
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of COVID-19 restrictions as 
Washington, D.C., and the 
world struggle to return to 
normalcy as the omicron 
variant wave wanes. 

A health screening form 
for all visitors is was being 
“recommended,” according 
to the statement by House 
Sergeant at Arms William 
Walker and Brian Monahan, 
the Capitol’s attending physi- 
cian. 


Justice Thomassecrecy: The 
Supreme Court declined to 
say Wednesday whether 
Justice Clarence Thomas 
remains in the hospital, 
though he had been expected 
to be released by Tuesday 
evening. 

The court said Sunday 
that Thomas, 73, had been 
admitted to Sibley Memo- 
rial Hospital in Washing- 
ton on Friday with “flu-like 
symptoms,” and he was diag- 
nosed with an infection. He 
was expected to be released 
Monday or Tuesday, the court 
said at the time. 

On Wednesday morning, 
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court spokeswoman Patri- 
cia McCabe said she had no 
update to provide. 

The court heard argu- 
ments Wednesday morn- 
ing and Chief Justice John 
Roberts again said Thomas 
was “unable to be present 
today” without explanation. 

Thomas did not have 
COVID-19 and his infection 
was being treated with intra- 
venous antibiotics, the court 
has said. Thomas has been on 
the court since 1991. 


Anne Frank book: A group 
of Dutch historians has 
published an in-depth criti- 
cism of the work and conclu- 
sion of a cold case team that 
said it had pieced together 
the “most likely scenario” of 
who betrayed Jewish teenage 
diarist Anne Frank and her 
family in German-occupied 
Amsterdam during World 
War IT. 

The cold case team’s 
research, which was 
published early this year in 
the book “The Betrayal of 
Anne Frank: A Cold Case 


Investigation,” by Canadian 
academic and author Rose- 
mary Sullivan, immediately 
drew criticism in the Neth- 
erlands. 

Now, in a 69-page written 
“refutation,” six historians 
and academics describe the 
cold case team’s findings as “a 
shaky house of cards.” 

The book’s Dutch 
publisher repeated an earlier 
apology and announced 
Tuesday night it was pulling 
the book from stores. 

The book said that the 
person who revealed the 
location of the Frank family’s 
secret annex hiding place in 
an Amsterdam building was 
likely a prominent Jewish 
notary, Arnold van den Bergh, 
who disclosed the location 
to German occupiers of the 
Netherlands to save his own 
family from deportation and 
death in Nazi concentration 
camps. 

The Dutch historians 
reviewed the team’s work 
and concluded that the 
“accusation does not hold 
water.” 


SIGNATURE 
WINTER DISHES 
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e First and Last Tavern 
e Parkville Market 


e Rebel Dog 
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Some prices may differ slightly and not all restaurants offering lunch. Please check ctnow.com/tasteofhartford for 
more details. Reservations are strongly recommended and dining prices are available only for special Taste dinner 
menus. Price does not include tax, beverages and gratuity and cannot be combined with any other offers. 
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Powell: Digital currencies 
will need new regulations 


Fed chair says new forms of money present risks to the US financial system 


By Christopher Rugaber 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Federal Reserve 
Chair Jerome Powell said new forms of 
digital money suchas cryptocurrencies and 
stablecoins present risks to the U.S. finan- 
cial system and will require new rules to 
protect consumers. 

Powell, speaking Wednesday on a panel 
organized by the Bank for International 
Settlements, a global organization of 
central bankers, also said that new technol- 
ogies will likely make electronic payments 
cheaper and faster. But they could destabi- 
lize existing financial institutions, he said. 

“Our existing regulatory frameworks 
were not built with a digital world in mind,” 
he said. “Stablecoins, central bank digital 
currencies, and digital finance more gener- 
ally, will require changes to existing laws 
and regulation or even entirely new rules 
and frameworks.” 

Stablecoins are a type of cryptocurrency 
usually tied to the dollar or a commodity 
such as gold. Central bank digital curren- 


Aa 


cies are digital forms of dollars or other 
currencies, issued by governments. The Fed 
is researching digital dollars but has not yet 
made a decision on whether to issue one. It 
released a study on stablecoins in January. 

Powell did not provide any details of 
what kind of regulations might be needed. 
He did say that they ought to follow the 
principle of “same activity, same regula- 
tion,” meaning that transactions outside the 
traditional banking system should be regu- 
lated the same as they are when executed 
by banks. 

Earlier this month, President Joe Biden 
signed an executive order directing the 
Treasury Department and other federal 
agencies to study the impact of cryptocur- 
rency on financial stability and national 
security. 

His order came as several Democratic 
senators have raised concerns that crypto- 
currency could be used to evade sanctions 
on Russia. 

In his remarks, Powell outlined several 
risks that stem from the growth of digital 
finance, including to consumers and the 
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Middle Eastern and African countries rely on wheat from Russia and Ukraine. Above, a bakery worker in Tripoli, Libya. MAHMUD TURKIA/GETTY-AFP 


broader financial system. 

Americans who buy stablecoins or cryp- 
tocurrency “may not fully understand the 
extent of their potential losses, or that these 
investments generally lack the govern- 
ment protections that accompany many of 
the traditional financial instruments and 
services that they’re used to,” Powell said. 

Surveys show that roughly 16% of adult 
Americans — or 40 million people — have 
invested in cryptocurrencies. And 43% of 
men ages 18 to 29 have put their money into 
cryptocurrency. 

The Fed is also trying to figure out how 
digital assets like Bitcoin might impact 
financial markets, particularly during 
downturns or market crashes. 

“We don’t know how some digital prod- 
ucts will behave in times of market stress, 
which could lead to large destabilizing 
flows,” Powell said. 

One concern regarding stablecoins is 
that, while many promise to maintain a 
value of $1, it’s not always clear if issuers 
have sufficient cash to redeem each stable- 
coin for $1. 





World’s breadbasket in peril 


As conflict between Ukraine 
and Russia rages on, farmers 
elsewhere not quick to pivot 


By Aya Batrawy, 
Steve Karnowski 
and Rob Gillies 


Associated Press 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Russia’s 
war in Ukraine could mean changes for Ed 
Kessel’s farm in western North Dakota. 

Worldwide, farmers such as Kessel are 
weighing whether to change their plant- 
ing patterns and grow more wheat this 
spring as the war has choked off or thrown 
into question grain supplies from a region 
known as “the breadbasket of the world.” 

Ukraine and Russia account for a third 
of global wheat and barley exports, which 
countries in the Middle East, Asia and 
Africa rely on to feed millions who subsist 
on subsidized bread and bargain noodles. 
They are also top exporters of other grains 
and sunflower oil used for cooking and food 
processing. 

Kessel said he may plant some more 
wheat and ride the tide of high prices that 
have spiked by a third since the invasion, 


helping offset losses from drought and the 
increasing cost of fuel, but not a lot more. 

“Honestly, it probably will help us plant 
a few more wheat acres. We’ll put a few 
more acres into wheat and a few more into 
sunflowers,” said Kessel, also first vice pres- 
ident of the North Dakota Grain Growers 
Association. 

Major grain producers such as the United 
States, Canada, France, Australia and 
Argentina are being watched to see whether 
they can quickly ramp up production to fill 
in the gaps from lost Ukrainian and Russian 
supplies. But farmers are facing the pros- 
pect of another year of drought, climbing 
fuel and fertilizer costs, and supply chain 
disruptions from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Major producers also are hamstrung by 
factors such as legal limits on exports and 
farming patterns. 

That means uncertainty for countries 
such as Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Lebanon, 
Pakistan and others that cannot grow 
enough wheat, barley, corn or other grains 
to meet their needs. The war has raised 
the specter of food shortages and political 
instability in countries that rely on afford- 
able grain imports. 

Any extra grain exports from anywhere 
in the world “will likely only partially offset 


lower Black Sea shipments over the remain- 
der of the current season,” the International 
Grains Council said in its March report. 

About half of the grain the World Food 
Program buys to feed 125 million people 
worldwide comes from Ukraine. The 
double blow of rising food prices and 
depressed wheat exports from the war is a 
recipe for “catastrophe not just in Ukraine, 
but potentially globally,” the head of the 
U.N. food assistance agency warned. 

“Tt will impact millions and millions of 
people, particularly in the poorest coun- 
tries of the world?’ WFP Executive Director 
David Beasley said last week at a refugee 
center in Lviv, Ukraine. 

There are unanswered questions about 
how Western sanctions on Russia, the 
world’s top wheat exporter, could affect its 
grain exports and distribution networks. 
Russia is also the biggest exporter of fertil- 
izer, while Ukraine ships huge amounts of 
corn, rye, oats and millet. The Black Sea 
region is a top producer of the grains used 
to feed livestock worldwide. 

The U.S. produced about 44 million tons 
of wheat for the 2021-2022 season. Just two 
to three years ago, it was over 50 million 
tons. Petit pointed to drought and farmers 
switching to more profitable crops. 


Putin: ‘Unfriendly’ countries to pay in rubles 


Associated Press 


MOSCOW -— President Vladimir Putin 
announced Wednesday that Russia will 
demand that “unfriendly” countries pay for 
Russian natural gas exports only in rubles 
from now on. 

Putin told a meeting with government 
officials that “a number of Western coun- 
tries made illegitimate decisions on the 
so-called freezing of the Russian assets, 
effectively drawing a line over reliability of 
their currencies, undermining the trust for 
those currencies.” 

“It makes no sense whatsoever,” Putin 
added, “to supply our goods to the Euro- 
pean Union, the United States and receive 
payment in dollars, euros and a number of 


other currencies.” 

As aresult, he said he was announcing 
“measures” to switch to payments for “our 
natural gas, supplied to so-called unfriendly 
countries” in rubles. 

The Russian president didn’t say when 
exactly the new policy will take effect. 

He instructed the country’s central bank 
to work out a procedure for natural gas 
buyers to acquire rubles in Russia. 

Economists said the move appeared 
designed to try to support the ruble, which 
has collapsed against other currencies since 
Putin invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24 and West- 
ern countries responded with far-reaching 
sanctions against Moscow. 

But some analysts expressed doubt that 
it would work. 


“Demanding payment in rubles is a 
curious and probably ultimately ineffec- 
tive approach to attempting an end run 
around Western financial sanctions,” said 
Eswar Prasad, a professor of trade policy 
at Cornell University. “Rubles are certainly 
easier to come by now that the currency is 
collapsing. But exchanging other curren- 
cies for rubles will be quite difficult given 
the widespread financial sanctions. 

“The hope that demanding payment 
in rubles will increase demand for the 
currency and thereby prop up its value,” 
Prasad added, “is also a false hope given all 
the downward pressures on the currency.” 

Despite severe Western sanctions, natu- 
ral gas flows are still heading from Russia 
to Europe. 


Plan aims 
to end bias 


in US home 
appraisals 


By Josh Boak 


Associated Press 


Vice President Kamala Harris announced 
a plan Wednesday intended to end racial 
and ethnic discrimination in the appraisal 
of home values, part of a broader federal 
effort to address a wealth gap that systemic 
inequality has perpetuated. 

The plan contains 21 steps to improve 
oversight and accountability, including a 
legislative proposal to modernize the gover- 
nance structure of the appraisal industry. 
Appraisers help to determine the value of a 
home so that buyers can receive a mortgage. 

“Black and Latino people often have to pay 
more for their mortgage, receive less when 
they sell the home and are less able to access 
home equity lines of credit,” Harris said at 
the White House. “Our administration will 
continue to fight to ensure that all home- 
owners and homebuyers in our nation are 
treated fairly.” 

Multiple reports, including a September 
analysis by mortgage buyer Freddie Mac, 
show that appraisers are more likely to 
undervalue homes in Black and Hispanic 
neighborhoods. This form of discrimination 
widens the racial wealth gap and makes it 
harder for many Americans from disadvan- 
taged backgrounds to move up the economic 
ladder. 

One Black homeowner in Indianapo- 
lis found the appraised value of her home 
went from $125,000 to $259,000 after she 
declined to state her race in her application 
and removed all family photos and African 
American art in the home. 

As part of the action plan, the government 
will expand the complaint hotline for the 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment and the Consumer Financial Protec- 
tion Bureau. There also will be appraisal bias 
training in homebuyer education classes. 


BUSINESS BRIEFING 


Show shifts amid 
boycott threats 


DENVER — The Outdoor Retailer trade 
show will move the event back to Salt Lake 
City from Denver next year despite threats 
from an environmental group and big-name 
recreation companies to boycott the bian- 
nual event over the move. 

Critics of holding the event in Utah say the 
state’s politicians oppose efforts to protect 
national monuments and public lands. 

But Emerald X, the publicly traded 
company that owns the show held twice a 
year, told stakeholders in a letter announc- 
ing the move that it can better promote the 
outdoor recreation industry and fight for 
environmental protections from its long- 
standing base in Utah — where the show was 
held for decades before moving to Denver 
in 2018. 


Blog post: Scott 
gifts almost $4B 


Billionaire philanthropist MacKenzie 
Scott revealed that she has donated nearly 
$4 billion to 465 nonprofits according to a 
blog post Wednesday, confirming the gifts 
that the groups have been announcing on 
their own for months. 

The announcement brings Scott’s publicly 
disclosed donations to more than $12 billion 
since 2019, including Tuesday’s announce- 
ment of a $436 million donation to Habitat 
for Humanity International and 84 of its 
affiliates to create affordable housing. 

Also on Wednesday, Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America and 21 of its affiliates 
received its largest gift ever — $275 million 
— from Scott, who detailed the recipients 
of $3,863,125,000 in donations, though not 
individual amounts. 


North America 
cross border freight 


Transborder freight between U.S., Canada 
and Mexico, January 2022 


$69.0 billion 


Air E $4.2 billion 


SOURCE: Bureau of Transportation Statistics TNS 
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Arecent study linked 67% of heat-related deaths in Kuwait’s capital to climate change. 
Above, a woman feeds cats in February at the marina in Kuwait City. MAYA ALLERUZZO/AP 


Among the world’s hot spots, 
Kuwait lags on climate action 


By Isabel Debre 


Associated Press 


JAHRA, Kuwait — It 
was so hot in Kuwait last 
summer that birds dropped 
dead from the sky. 

Kuwait reached a scorch- 
ing temperature of 127.7 
degrees Fahrenheit, making 
it among the hottest places 
on earth. 

The record heat waves 
that roast Kuwait each 
season have grown so 
severe that people increas- 
ingly find it unbearable. 

By the end of the century, 
scientists say being outside 
in Kuwait City could be 
life-threatening — not only 
to birds. A recent study also 
linked 67% of heat-related 
deaths in the capital to 
climate change. 

And yet, Kuwait remains 
among the world’s top oil 
producers and exporters, 
and per capita is a signif- 
icant polluter. Mired in 
political paralysis, it stayed 
silent as the region’s petro- 
states joined nations setting 
goals to eliminate emissions 
at home — though not curb 
oil exports — ahead of last 
fall’s U.N. climate summit in 
Glasgow, Scotland. 

Instead, Kuwait’s prime 


minister offered a years-old 
promise to cut emissions by 
74% by 2035. 

“We are severely under 
threat,” environmental 
consultant Samia Alduaij 
said. “The response is so 
timid it doesn’t make sense.” 

With a population of 4.3 
million, Kuwait continues 
to burn oil for electricity 
and ranks among the top 
global carbon emitters per 
capita, according to the 
World Resources Institute. 
As asphalt melts on high- 
ways, Kuwaitis bundle up 
for bone-chilling air condi- 
tioning in malls. Renew- 
able energy accounts for 
less than 1% of demand — 
far below Kuwait’s target of 
15% by 2030. 

An hour drive outside 
the dingy suburbs of Jahra, 
wind turbines and solar 
panels rise from clouds of 
sand. But nearly a decade 
after the government set up 
the solar field, its empty lots 
are as glaring as its silicon 
and metal. 

At first, the Shagaya 
Energy Park exceeded 
expectations, engineers 
said. The Persian Gulf’s 
first plant to combine three 
renewables — solar, wind 
and solar thermal — put 


Kuwait at the vanguard. 
The wind farm overper- 
formed, generating 20% 
more power in the first 
year than anticipated, the 
Kuwait Institute for Scien- 
tific Research reported. 

But optimism and 
momentum evaporated. 
The government gave up 
control of the project to 
attract private money, a 
move that raised a tangle 
of legal questions over how 
developers would sell elec- 
tricity to the nation’s sole 
power provider. 

Instead of pressing ahead 
with the successful hybrid 
energy model, investors 
devoted the rest of the park 
to the production of solar 
thermal power, the costli- 
est kind. Years of delays and 
canceled tenders ensued. 
The project’s fate remains 
uncertain. 

“The people in charge 
made the wrong deci- 
sions,” said Waleed al-Nas- 
sar, member of Kuwait’s 
Supreme Councils for the 
Environment and Planning 
and Development. “There 
was no one who took action 
or wanted to understand. 
Everyone says, ‘Let’s just 
do what we’ve been doing 
for the last 70 years.” 
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Bitcoin miners now look to 
be rebranded as eco-friendly 


By David Yaffe-Bellany 
The New York Times 


Along a dirt-covered road 
deep in Texas farm country, 
the cryptocurrency company 
Argo Blockchain is buildinga 
power plant for the internet 
age: a “mining” site stocked 
with computers that gener- 
ate new bitcoins. 

But unlike other bitcoin 
mining operations, which 
consume large quantities 
of fossil fuels and produce 
carbon emissions, Argo 
claims it’s trying to do some- 
thing environmentally 
responsible. As Peter Wall, 
Argo’s chief executive, led a 
tour of the 126,000-square- 
foot construction site this 
month, he pointed to a row 
of wind turbines a few miles 
down the road. 

The new facility, an hour 
outside Lubbock, would 
be fueled mostly by wind 
and solar energy. “This is 
bitcoin mining nirvana,” 
Wall said. “You look off into 
the distance and you’ve got 
your renewable power.” 

Facing criticism from 
politicians and environ- 
mentalists, the cryptocur- 
rency mining industry has 
embarked on a rebrand- 
ing effort to challenge the 
prevailing view that its elec- 
tricity-guzzling computers 
are harmful to the climate. 
All five of the largest publicly 
traded crypto mining compa- 
nies say they are building or 
already operating plants 
powered by renewable 
energy, and industry exec- 
utives have started arguing 
that demand from crypto 
miners will create oppor- 
tunities for wind and solar 
companies to open facilities 
of their own. 

The effort — partly a 
public-relations exercise, 
partly a genuine attempt 
to make the industry more 
sustainable — has intensi- 
fied since last spring, when 
China began acrackdown on 
crypto mining, forcing some 
operations to relocate to the 
United States. A trade group 
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Arow of wind turbines is seen in the distance March 15 near 
the new Argo Blockchain power plant in Dickens County, 
Texas. CARTER JOHNSTON/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


called the Bitcoin Mining 
Council also formed last 
year, partly to tackle climate 
issues, after Elon Musk crit- 
icized the industry for using 
fossil fuels. 

Crypto mining refers to 
a verification and currency 
creation process that is 
essential to the bitcoin 
ecosystem. Powerful 
computers race one another 
to process transactions, solv- 
ing mathematical problems 
that require quintillions of 
numerical guesses a second. 
As areward for this authen- 
tication service, miners 
receive new coins, providing 
a financial incentive to keep 
the computers running. 

In bitcoin’s early years, a 
crypto enthusiast could mine 
coins by running software on 
a laptop. But as digital assets 
have become more popular, 
the amount of power neces- 
sary to generate bitcoin has 
soared. A single bitcoin trans- 
action now requires more 
than 2,000 kilowatt-hours of 
electricity, or enough energy 
to power the average Amer- 
ican household for 73 days, 
researchers estimate. 

To achieve that, some 
miners are reviving coal 


plants, or using low-cost 
natural gas to power their 
computers. Last month, a 
study in the journal Joule 
found that bitcoin mining 
worldwide may be respon- 
sible for about 65 megatons 
of carbon dioxide a year, 
comparable to the emissions 
of Greece. 

According to the study, 
the bitcoin network’s use of 
green energy sources also 
dropped to an average of 
25% in August 2021 from 
42% in 2020. (The industry 
has argued that its average 
renewable use is closer to 
60%.) That’s partly a result 
of China’s crackdown, which 
cut off a source of cheap 
hydropower. But it reflects 
fundamental economic 
incentives too, said Alex de 
Vries, one of the authors 
of the Joule study. Renew- 
able energy is an intermit- 
tent power source — the sun 
shines only part of the day, 
and wind speeds fluctuate 
considerably. 

“What a miner is going 
to do if they want to maxi- 
mize the profit is put their 
machine wherever it can 
run the entire day,” de Vries 
said. 


Enjoy these March 





Instant Savings. 








Z 5 eB 


Body Only 


$1,299.95° 


$400 232%: 


24-50mm Lens Kit After 


$1,599.95° °100 Sin: 


24-200mm Lens Kit After 


$2,099.95° °100 tines: 








NIKKOR® Z LENSES 
The front line of the lens revolution. 
Instant Savings 
NIKKOR Z 28mm f/2.8 $2999 $2695 $30° 
NIKKOR Z 40mm f/2 $2995 $269°> $30* 
NIKKOR Z 28-75mm f/2.8 $4,199  %99995 $200° 


FTZ Lens Adapter 


with any Z series Mirrorless 
Camera purchase. 


$199.95* s5one. 


New FTZ II Lens Adapter 


with any Z series Mirrorless 
Camera purchase. 


$199.95° 





After 


After 


$50 Instant 
Savings* 





NIKKOR® Z LENSES The front line of the lens revolution. 


Purchase the NIKKOR Z 24-50mm 
f/4-6.3 lens together with the Nikon 
Z5,Z6,Z 6ll, Z 7, Z 7ll or Z 9 Body 
Only and receive the below Instant 
Savings on the lens: 


$299.95° 


After 


$400 232%: 





Body Only 


D85Q) $2,799.95: 


After 


°200 


|UHD] 


INSTANT SAVINGS WITH CAMERA PURCHASE 


Purchase the AF-S DX NIKKOR 18-140mm 
f/3.5-5.6G ED VR lens together with any Nikon DSLR and 
receive the following Instant Savings on the lens: 


CAMERA 
BAR 





— 


\ 


\ 





Nikon Authorized Dealer 





Instant 
Savings* 





Purchase the NIKKOR Z 24-200mm 
f/4-6.3 lens together with the 
Nikon Z5,Z 6, Z6ll, Z7, Z 7llor Z9 
Body Only and receive the below 
Instant Savings on the lens: 


$799.95° 


After 


AF-S DX NIKKOR 
85mm f/1.8G 


AF-S DX NIKKOR 
35mm f/1.4G 


$400 oi 


NIKKOR® LENS 
UNRIVALED EXCELLENCE. 








75 Asylum Street ¢ Hartford, CT 06103 
860-525-2159 Convenient Parking Nearby 





$429.95° 


After 


S 5 0 Instant 
Savings* 


$1,549.95° 


$450 ssi: 


$399.95° 


After 


*100 


Instant 
Savings* 





Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-2pm 
www.camerabar.com 


* Instant Savings valid February 28, 2022 through April 3, 2022. *All prices are suggested retail price. Actual selling offer is determined 
by each dealer at the time of sale. All prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Instant Savings Offers do not apply 
to any used, refurbished or reconditioned products. Quantities are limited to in-stock merchandise only. Images are for illustrative 
purposes only. Nikon is not responsible for printing or typographical errors. 
All Nikon products include Nikon Inc. USA limited warranty. ©2022 Nikon Inc. 
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Russia 
could still 
launch 


cyberwar 


White House warns Putin 
is ‘exploring options for 
potential cyberattacks’ 


By Parmy Olson 


Bloomberg Opinion 


Cybersecurity experts have been 
puzzled by the absence of a major 
cyberattack from Russia in the wake of 
its invasion of Ukraine and in retaliation 
for crippling sanctions. Kremlin-backed 
hackers have previously shut down 
Ukrainian electric grids and propagated 
malware that caused an estimated $10 
billion worth of global damage. 

This time, barring a few issues on 
Ukrainian websites and the disruption 
of a satellite internet provider, it’s been 
quiet on the hacking front. Prevailing 
theories have been that Russia’s cyber 
capabilities are not that great, while 
Ukraine has become better at defending 
its networks. 

A new warning from the White 
House suggests something more calcu- 
lated: Russia has simply chosen not 
to do anything yet. President Vladi- 
mir Putin may well have been keeping 
his cyberassault on hold for the right 
moment. 

Here’s the key line in President Joe 
Biden’s statement, published Monday 
in Washington: “Today, my Adminis- 
tration is reiterating those warnings 
based on evolving intelligence that 
the Russian Government is exploring 
options for potential cyberattacks.” 

“Exploring options” could meana 
number of things. 

U.S. intelligence has been largely 
right in predicting Russia’s next moves 
since invading, so there’s good reason 
to take Biden’s warning seriously. Anne 
Neuberger, the deputy national security 
adviser for cyber and emerging technol- 
ogy, said Monday that U.S. intelligence 
had observed “preparatory activity,” 
and that federal agencies last week had 
convened more than 100 companies to 
“share new cybersecurity threat intel- 
ligence.” 

She added that there was “no 
certainty there will be a cyber incident 
on critical infrastructure,” and that 
Biden’s warning was a Call to action. 

Cyberattacks have a psychologi- 
cal impact, hurting morale as much 
as actual infrastructure. They create 
the illusion that a shadowy group is in 
control and, worse, could be hiding in 
wait to cause even more damage. Putin, 
a former KGB officer who is well-versed 
in psychological warfare, may have been 
letting his missiles create the first wave 
of collective unease for Ukrainians and 
the West. 

Fortunately, there are basic things 
that organizations and individuals 
can do to mitigate potential threats. 
Companies can invest in running inci- 
dent response simulations, disabling 
remote access for employees where it’s 
not critical and patching vulnerabili- 
ties they already know about. European 
banks operating in Russia have taken a 
more blunt approach by simply sepa- 
rating their Russian units from their 
main computer systems. Commerz- 
bank AG, for instance, has designed a 
“kill switch” to make that separation 
possible, Bloomberg News reported 
earlier this month. Individuals should 
start using two-factor authentication, if 
they don’t already, to log into email and 
social media when possible. 

The prospect of an attack on the hori- 
zon can create a sense of powerlessness 
at organizations, but there is much they 
can do to limit how bad the damage 
gets. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC. 


Russian President Vladimir Putin has yet 
to start a cyberwar following last month’s 
invasion of Ukraine, but the U.S. issueda 
warning this week about potential action. 
MIKHAIL KLIMENTYEV/SPUTNIK 
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Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has made media hostility central to his brand, according to Jonah Goldberg. JOE BURBANK/ORLANDO SENTINEL 





In today’s media, attacks 
enefit both left and right 


You know who 
benefits the most from 
liberal media bias? 
Conservatives. 

I spent much of the 
last 25 years writing 
about liberal media 
bias. Heck, I grew up 
on the stuff. My father, 
a longtime editor, used to joke that he 
“worked behind enemy lines.” He’d often 
tutor me about the likes of Walter Duranty, 
the New York Times Moscow correspon- 
dent who whitewashed Stalin’s crimes and 
won a Pulitzer in the process, or Herbert 
Matthews, the reporter whose Cuba cover- 
age inspired the famous cartoon of Fidel 
Castro saying, “I got my job through the 
New York Times.” 

Dan Rather, a CBS News institution with 
some well-documented biases of his own, 
used to say liberal media bias was a “myth.” 
Suffice it to say, I think he was wrong, and 
continues to be wrong. 

But something has changed. The 
modern conservative movement begins 
in the mid-20th century, and for most of 
that time “the media” referred to three 
TV networks, two newspapers and a few 
newsmagazines — all located within walk- 
ing distance of each other in Manhattan. 
Rounding out the list were The Washing- 
ton Post, Los Angeles Times and a handful 
of similarly liberal big-city newspapers. 
During this era, “the media” had incredi- 
ble power to set the agenda. Disagree if you 
wish, just know that for conservatives this 
was an article of faith. 

Irritation at this center-left conventional 
wisdom, which dominated not just the 
media, but academia, created the pearl of 
modern conservatism. When he launched 
National Review, William F. Buckley 





Jon 
Goldberg 


proclaimed that his journal (where I 
worked for 20 years) would “stand athwart 
History, yelling stop.” The talk-radio revo- 
lution pioneered by Rush Limbaugh and 
the rise of Fox News can only be under- 
stood as a rebellion against the hegemony 
— real or perceived — of the liberal media. 

The story of how that hegemony was 
shattered by cable news and the internet 
is by now familiar. But what’s interesting 
is that even as the reigning journalistic 
gatekeepers were dethroned, conserva- 
tive rage against the media intensified. In 
2008, Sarah Palin, John McCain’s running 
mate, became a right-wing darling in large 
part because the mainstream media hated 
her. In 2012, Newt Gingrich’s presiden- 
tial campaign’s early successes stemmed 
almost entirely from his relentless focus on 
attacking the “destructive, vicious, negative 
nature of much of the news media.” 

Whatever you make of his broadsides, 
it’s worth noting they were delivered well 
after Fox had become a ratings behemoth 
and a slew of right-wing news and opinion 
outlets had been launched. 

It’s almost impossible to exaggerate how 
much of Donald Trump’s candidacy and 
presidency were entwined with the right’s 
animosity for what Gingrich had called the 
“elite media.” Trump’s war on “fake news” 
— his contribution to right-wing rhetoric 
— was so total he felt perfectly free to dub 
the press “the enemy of the people,” praise 
a politician who physically attacked a jour- 
nalist and rail against the First Amend- 
ment. 

Ignore the substance of the criticisms. 
As an objective matter, this obsession with 
the elite media’s alleged monopoly has 
intensified in tandem with its unraveling. 
Republican politicians don’t need the “elite 
media” to get their messages out anymore. 


Indeed, often the best thing that can 
happen to a Republican politician is to earn 
the scorn of such outlets. 

Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida under- 
stands this better than most. He’s made 
media hostility central to his brand. “If the 
corporate press nationally isn’t attacking 
me,’ he says, “then I’m probably not doing 
my job.” (Oddly, his definition of “corporate 
press” doesn’t include Fox News, where he 
appears so often he should probably have 
his mail delivered to the greenroom.) 

If Republican voters haven’t gotten 
the news that the monolithic media isn’t 
nearly the monolith it once was, neither 
has the media itself. When “60 Minutes” 
did a shoddy piece on DeSantis, it was 
tantamount to an in-kind donation to the 
governor. 

Much of the press is caught in a kind of 
“Baptists and bootleggers” loop, in which 
opposing forces become symbiotically 
co-dependent. Thanks in part to the blur- 
ring of reporting with partisan punditry, 
particularly on cable news and social 
media, not to mention the larger trends of 
tribal polarization, attacks from the left 
often benefit their right-wing targets (and 
vice versa). Weirder still, favorable cover- 
age is often no favor. Right-wing denun- 
ciations of “defund the police” — a fringe 
position among elected Democrats — did 
far less damage to Democrats than the 
coverage the idea got from sympathetic 
media. There are no easy answers to the 
problem, but one thing that would help is 
more skeptical tough love for politicians 
and political causes from the outlets most 
inclined to help them. Because the help 
isn’t helping. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC. 


Doomscrolling has ruined our sense of time 


By Tyler Cowen 


Bloomberg Opinion 


The dual crises of the pandemic and 
the war in Ukraine have been testing our 
governments, our institutions, our diplo- 
macy — and our collective sense of time. In 
part because of social media, both events 
already seem intolerably long, even though 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine is barely a 
month old. 

One of the most prominent words of the 
last few years is “doomscrolling”” People 
can now easily imbibe new information 
24/7, about COVID-19 or the war, simply 
by scrolling through social media on their 
phones. 

In the case of Ukraine, every day there 
are scores of events to learn about and 
react to. I can pop into my Twitter feed 
and see that Russian missiles have started 
hitting Odesa, the Ukrainian city of Mari- 
upol refuses to surrender, and a shopping 
mall in Kyiv has been destroyed. I can read 
multiple analyses of how the China-Rus- 
sia relationship is evolving, or get the latest 
about rumors of a coup against Vladimir 
Putin. And all this is without even making 
much ofan effort. 

Once upon a time, news of war was 
lumpier and more periodic — people 
watched the nightly news or read the 
morning paper. They could turn on the 
radio and hear more frequent bulletins, 
but due to the absence of the internet and 
other means of modern communication, 
there were far fewer reports from far fewer 
sources. 


The now never-ending stream of infor- 
mation shapes our perception of time. 

For many people, especially America’s 
news-intensive elites, it may make the war 
feel much longer than it actually has been. 

This greater sense of witness to atroci- 
ties cements this impression. Each moral 
outrage, no matter how small, is taken in. 
Several generations ago, people may have 
heard that there was a big battle over a 
place called Dien Bien Phu. Nowadays, 
they can see, replay and share videos of 
people who died or were injured in the 
bombing of a theater in Mariupol. Each 
terrible event somehow feels more intol- 
erable than the last, fueling the feeling that 
something must give and that the war has 
to end soon. 

That is a dangerous feeling, if only 
because it makes it harder for leaders to 
pursue strategies of patience. Polls show 
high U.S. public support for ano-fly zone, 
although in my view that would lead to 
an unacceptably higher risk of escalat- 
ing the war. This hawkish stance is not 
hard to understand. If the current situa- 
tion feels intolerable, then surely some- 
thing dramatic and decisive has to happen 
very soon — and better to act than be acted 
upon. At the very least action will imbue a 
feeling of having “done something.” 

Doomscrolling-induced impatience 
also induces people to underrate Russian 
military prospects. It is true that Russia 
failed to achieve its objective of an imme- 
diate Ukrainian collapse. Still, it took Adolf 
Hitler five weeks to conquer Poland, and 
that is usually regarded as an extremely 


successful military campaign. It’s just 
not clear yet how well, or how badly, 

the Russians are likely to do. It is hard to 
embrace that fundamental uncertainty 
when everything else feels so intolerable. 

COVID-19 is a much longer-running 
story, but it has engendered similar reac- 
tions. People feel that the pandemic is or 
should be “over” by now. I myself favor 
a resumption of normal activity, but am 
distressed that Congress is treating the 
matter so cavalierly and refusing to make 
haste with additional COVID-19 funding. 
The voter outrage simply isn’t there, in 
large part because the public has decided 
that the pandemic is over. 

At one level that is a very healthy reac- 
tion that will help reboot economic activity. 
On another level, it is extremely dangerous. 
If anew and more serious variant were to 
come along, the U.S. would simply not be 
ready, not even after two years of suffering 
and nearly 1 million deaths. 

It is possible that, over the long run, 
people will become numb to all this 
detailed reporting of suffering from 
both the pandemic and the war. They 
might forget just how much those events 
commanded the world’s attention. These 
moments might come to feel like time- 
slices rather than eternities. 

But for now, we are not at peace with our 
grasp on time — and this runs the risk of 
being a major problem for America and the 
world 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC. 


YOUR PERFECT 


JOB 


IS WAITING 





Customer Service/Order Entry 
Middletown CT 


Dittman & Greer 

Distributer of Industrial Electrical Con- 
trol Products looking for Experienced 
Customer Service/Order Entry Candi- 
date responsible for order entry, quo- 
tations, expediting and order tracking. 
Must process strong working knowl- 
edge of Microsoft Excel, Word and 
Internet. We offer competitive wages, 
benefit package with health 401k, 
eye/dental disability, life insurance 
and long term care. 

Please send resume to 
kevin.eriksen@dittman-greer.com 


Summer Regional Planning Intern 
Hartford CT 


Capitol Region Council of Governments 
Apply at www.crcog.org/jobs 
Hartford EOE/M/H/F 








Principal Psychiatrist 

Middletown, CT 
Dept of Mental Health & Addiction Services 
Assess, examine, diagnose, & 
prescribe appropriate medications & 
other biologic & psychosocial treat- 
ments for patients with psychiatric ill- 
nesses & substance abuse disorders. 
Multiple openings. Email your resume 
re: Job title & ad #921 to employer 
Department of Mental Health and Ad- 
diction Services at Rachel.Fein@ct.gov. 







‘if Buy. Sell. Save. 


courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 


To advertise, call 860-525-2525 


or placeanad.courant.com 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 


CABLE MODEM/ROUTER Netgear 
N300 VG Cond $40 860-776-5323 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


MIGHTY DOG ROOFING GREENVILLE 
https://mightydogroofing.com 

OSTRINSKY SCRAP Buyers of scrap. 
Manchester, CT. 860-643-5879 


SAMSUNG 40” LCD TV 1080p Gently 
used VG cond $80 860-776-5323 














Ss 


SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 





— — 





STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


TWO CEMETERY PLOTS St. Mary’s 





Cemetery, Holy Cross Section J, 
$1,525. Call: 860-826-5115, 
11am-6pm. 


Wanted To Buy 








1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO- EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 








ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Buying Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Knives, Fishing, Tools, Lanterns, Glass, 
Clocks, Books & More 860-874-8396 


ee 
AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


BASEMENT WATERPROOFING, 
YARD DRAINAGE Brilliant 
Basement Waterproofing, LLC 
HIC.0653192 860-625-5703 www. 
brilliantoasementwaterproofing.com 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 


EAGLE KING CONSTRUCTION LLC 
Retaining wall, stamp concrete, 
venera stone, bluestone, pavers, 
steps, fire pits, stucco and more. 
Licensed and insured, free estimate. 
lic #0665356 Call 203-805-3807. 











BUYING OLD TOYS BEFORE 1990 
Tonka, Matchbox, Hotwheels, Trains, 
LEGOs, Star Wars, GI Joes, Nintendo, 
Action Figures, Slot Cars, Models, 
Games, Atari, Western, Dolls, Robots, 
Windups, & more. 860-874-8396 





oi 






BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


Announcements 





Lost/Found 


IMPOUND - #213 Maltese, buff color, 
female. Call Hartford PD 860-75/7- 
4000 


IMPOUNDED - Doberman Mix Male 
White Chest Glastonbury Animal 
Control 860-633-7227 


IMPOUNDED DOG TUES 3/22 - 
Female, Sharpei, Found at Keney 
Park on Windsor Ave, 

Call Windsor Animal Control 

860-219-9832 


Va 








Antiques] 
Classics 


MERCEDES-BENZ 300SL 1991 


$17000 Excellent condition classic 
convertible with hard top. Always 
garaged. 802-436-2962 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 





Auto | Truck Wanted 
CASH PAID 


for any Toyota, other makes. Any 
condition. Running or not, crashed 
Okay. Will take other makes and 
models. 203-600-4431 


Auto & SUV's 


BMW 740 2001 - $2950 negotiable 
740i Good Condition, Nice Driving 
860-539-4439 


HUMMER H3 2006 - $5900 Black 
Ext Tan Int New Tires, Runs Well 
860-539-4439 


NISSAN ALTIMA 2019 


$24500 All Wheel Drive, Many 
Options, Like New Condition 16,000 
miles 860-605-6895 


PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 2002 - 
$1350 OBO. GT. Runs, engine light 
on, new parts. Call: 860-623-9570 


TOYOTA COROLLA 2015 - $15,600 
Silver, 39K, 1 owner 860-667-1393 











Trucks & Vans 


FORD F350 2020 - $64,500 Mint 
condition, loaded dually, Crew Cab, 
4x4, 12k mileage, 7.3 Gas, Warranty 
Included 860-287-1528 





2 Lines 
3 Days 
FREE* 


To Place An Ad 


Go Online today 
courant.com/advertiser 





Adoption ¢ News « Advice * More 





Dogs 


ANTOLIAN SHEPARD PUPPIES 


3 Females, 12 weeks old. call or text 
(860)550-5461 





LABRADOR RETRIEVER . Akc yellow 


Labrador retriever,males and 
females,10 weeks, up to date on 
shots. Call 860-634-3263 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 
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tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


courant.com/jobs 





NEWS UPDATES 24/7 | TOWNS | WEATHER | LIFE & FAMILY | SPORTS | MONEY 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


Notice of Public Sale: The following self- 
storage Cube contents containing household 
and other goods will be sold for cash by 
CubeSmart at 55 Research Parkway. Old 
Saybrook, CT 06475 to satisfy a lien on April 
05, 2022 at approx. 12:00 p.m. at www. 
storagetreasures.com: 


Unit 410: Derek Skinner 
Unit 2221: Linda Stewart 
Unit 2253: Mary Sobolewski 
Unit 2372: Amy Nigtingale 


Unit 2438: George Scherber 3rd 
3/22 & 3/24/22 7173199 


Legal Notice 
Request for Proposals 
Automated Work Zone Speed Control 
Design-Build Pilot Project 


The Connecticut Department of 
Transportation is seeking to engage a 
contracting firm to provide services related 
to Automated Work Zone Speed Control pilot 
project. More detailed information regarding 
this project can be found at: 
https://webprocure.perfect. 
com/wp-web-public/#/bidboard/ 
bid/98540?customerid=51 

Connecticut Department of Transportation 
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
Employer 

3/17-4/1/2022 7171086 








Granby CT Minority Opportunity — Silktown 
Roofing is currently soliciting SBE/MBE/DBE 
subcontractors for Public Notice; Granby CT- 
Granby Memorial High School Renovations. 
Material Supply; flat stock metal, lumber. Our 
bid submits on Thursday, March 31, 2022. 
If additional time is needed for your submis- 
sion please call our estimating department. 
Interested parties are asked to contact us 


at subcontracting@silktownroofing.com. 
An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer. 


3/24/22 7176435 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 


Connecticut 








Request For Quotation #02-2128 


The State of Connecticut Judicial Branch 
invites qualified contractors to submit 
quotations to provide institutional clothing, 
footwear, personal hygiene and safety sup- 
plies for two (2) Juvenile Residential Centers 
located in Connecticut. 


Sealed quotations must be received by 
11:30 A.M. on THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2022. 
Late Bids will not be accepted. 


VENDORS CURRENTLY REGISTERED UNDER 
THE STATE’S SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE 
PROGRAM ARE ENCOURAGED TO BID. 


Bid package may be downloaded by access- 
ing the Judicial Branch Purchasing Services 
web site below at: 


www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/busopp/ 
An Equal 


Employer 
3/24/2022 7176540 


Opportunity/Affirmative Action 








City of Bristol, CT - Invitation to Bid 
Bristol Memorial Boulevard Intradistrict Arts Magnet School — Equipment 
State Project Number 017-0084 -RNV 


The City of Bristol seeks sealed bids for Equipment for the newly renovated Bristol Memorial 
Boulevard Intradistrict Arts Magnet School located at 70 Memorial Boulevard in Bristol, CT. The 
work described herein includes furnishing, installing and configuring all materials and equip- 
ment into the project as well as performing or providing all labor, supervision, equipment and 
services unless otherwise noted within the bid documents. 


Sealed Bids for “2022-071 Bristol Memorial Boulevard Intradistrict Arts Magnet School — 
Equipment” will be received at the Office of the City Purchasing Agent, Bristol City Hall, 2nd 
Floor, 114 North Main Street, Bristol, CT 06010, until 2:00 pm on Thursday, April 7, 2022, at 
which time the Bids will be opened publicly and read aloud. 


Bids transmitted by facsimile will not be accepted and all bids must be in a sealed envelope. 
The envelope containing the bid shall be clearly labeled as “Sealed Bid — Bristol Memorial 
Boulevard Intradistrict Arts Magnet School —Equipment” and marked with the name of the 
Bidder on the front of the envelope. Bid forms may be included in one envelope if the related 
documents are fastened together by Bid Package. Bids received after the designated time for 


receipt of bids will be returned unopened. 


No Bidder may withdraw their bid within 60 days after the actual date of bid opening thereof. 
Should there be reason why the contract cannot be awarded within the specific period, this 
time may be extended by mutual agreement between the City and the designated, qualified 


low Bidder. 


KEY DATES: 


Thursday March 24, 2022 Project Manual and Plans available electronically 
Wednesday March 30, 2022 Last Day for Written Questions — 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday April 7, 2022 Bids Due & Bid Opening — 2:00 pm 


To obtain documents: Proposed forms of Contract Documents, including Plans and 
Specifications dated January 21, 2022, as prepared by QA&M Architecture, may be downloaded 


by each Bidder from the following link: 


https://www.bristolct.gov/Bids.aspx?BidID=1108. 


Neither the Owner nor the Architect will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bid Documents 


obtained from any other source. 


All questions during bidding period must be sent by email to: QA+M Architecture, acahill@ 


qamarch.com 


The email subject line shall read: “Bristol Memorial Boulevard Intradistrict Arts Magnet School 


— Equipment Bid RFI.” 


Because of the current COVID-19 crisis, a group walk-through will not be held, but bidders will be 
able to schedule a site visit. Please email this request to QA+M Architecture as shown above. 


Please follow the Standard Instructions to Bidders provided in the Supplementary Instructions, 
Instructions for Bidders —Equipment, and Supplementary Conditions. 
Please Note: BIDDER MAY SUBMIT A PRICE FOR ANY ITEM IN THE EQUIPMENT MANUAL. 


Other Requirements: This project is subject to State DOL prevailing wages, and other provisions 


outlined in the bid documents. 


Bonds: The successful bidder will be required to furnish and pay for 100% Performance and 
Labor & Material Payment Bonds. The successful bidder must have the minimum insurance 
coverage stated within the bid documents under Bonding and Insurance Requirements. The 
State of Connecticut and the City of Bristol shall be listed as an additional insured on all 


insurance certificates. 


A satisfactory Bid Bond, in an amount equal to ten percent (10%) of the base bid, shall be 
submitted with each bid. The Bid Bond shall be made payable to City of Bristol and shall 
be properly executed by the Bidder and acceptable sureties. All bonds must be from sure- 
ties registered in the State of Connecticut. Contractors will also have to submit with the bid 
proposal all attachments stated within the bid documents under Required Documents -— List 
of Bid Requirements. No bid will be accepted unless accompanied by the required bid bond. 


Insurance: The City will not enter into Agreement with successful bidder for any work under this 
project until required insurance as detailed in the Project Manual has been obtained and the 
City has received the requested certificates of insurance and policies, nor shall the successful 
bidder permit any subcontractors to commence work until similar insurance has been obtained 
and the City has received the requested certificates of insurance and policies. 


Right to Reject Bid: The City reserves the right to reject any or all bids. Any bid that contains any 
omissions, alterations of form, additions or alternates not called for, erasures or corrections, or 
any irregularities may be disregarded or rejected as improper except that the City may waive any 
defects or irregularities should it be deemed in the best interest of the City. 


Additional Conditions: All bidders are requested to note that the award of a Contract is subject 


to the following conditions and contingencies: 


a. Necessary approvals of the City’s Purchasing Department; 
b. Acceptable bids within the funding limitations of the project. 


The City of Bristol is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer, Minority/Women’s and 
Small Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply. 


3/24/2022 7175204 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


Connecticut 


Request for Letters of Interest 
CSO #2391 
Design Services for Project Nos. 94-261 
and 94-235 
Northbound Goldstar Bridge 


The Connecticut Department of 
Transportation is seeking to retain one 
consultant engineering firms to provide 
design services for the preparation of plans, 
specifications, estimates and other neces- 
sary documents for Project Nos. 94-261 and 
94-235, the rehabilitation of Bridge 03819 
(NB Gold Star Memorial Bridge), which 
carries Interstate-95 over the Thames River 
between New London and Groton. This frac- 
ture critical bridge carries 5 vehicular travel 
lanes, with an overall length of nearly 6,000 
feet. More detailed information regarding 
this assignment can be found at: 
https://portal.ct.gov/ DOT/Consultant- 
Selection/Consultant-Selection-Information 


Connecticut Department of Transportation 
An Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action 
Employer 

3/17, 3/24/2022 7161208 





NATHAN HALE-RAY HIGH SCHOOL 
HEATING SYSTEM RENOVATIONS 
INVITATION TO BID 
CORRECTION 


The Town of East Haddam, Connecticut 
and the East Haddam Board of Education 
(collectively the Town””) is soliciting bids for 
the Heating System Renovations located at 
Nathan Hale-Ray High School, located at 15 
School Drive, Moodus CT. 

Based upon a preliminary evaluation per- 
formed by the Town, the scope of the project 
is briefly described as follows: 

The project includes demolition; concrete 
fabrication; boiler installation; burner 
installation; hydronic heating piping; fuel 
oil piping; chimney connector installation; 
hydronic specialties installation; associated 
piping, breeching, electrical and control work; 
combustion air and energy management 
control system integration and installation; 
domestic hot water system installation; and 
finish elements, including insulation of new 
and existing piping, equipment startup and 
warranty service, and staff instruction. 
Add-alternates for both hydronic pump 
renovations and domestic hot water system 
replacement will be considered and may be 
included as part of this project at the Owner’s 
discretion. 

The project must be completed between June 
20, 2022, and August 19, 2022. 

There will be a mandatory walkthrough of the 
site on Tuesday, March 29 at 3:00 PM. 

All sealed bids will be accepted at the First 
Selectman’s Office on Thursday, April 7 at 2 
PM and will be opened at that time and date. 
No FAX bid will be accepted. 

Interested firms may obtain copies of the 
engineering specifications, contract and 
required documents from the Board of 
Education’s Office, 1 Plains Road, PO Box 
401, Moodus, CT O6469 please call the 
office at 860-873-5090 to arrange obtain- 
ing a copy or email to Donald.Angersola@ 
easthaddam.org 

The Town of East Haddam reserves the right 
to waive any informalities or defects in any 
bid. The Town reserves the right to accept 
other than the lowest bid if the Board of 
Selectmen, in its sole discretion, deems it to 
be in the best interest of the Town to do so. 
Bids, amendments to bids or withdrawal of 
bids after the time set for bid acceptance will 
not be considered. 

Return Bid to 

Brian S. Reas 

Superintendent of Schools 

East Haddam Public Schools 

Municipal Office Complex 

1 Plains Road, PO Box 401 

Moodus, CT 06469 

3/24/2022 7176067 








Looking for anyone who worked at Raytheon 
in Farmington or Hartford 1957-1959. 
Please call 314-277-6650 
3/23-3/27/2022 7175168 





NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: The _ following 
self-storage cube contents’ containing 
household and other goods will be sold for 
cash by CubeSmart, 55 Research Parkway, 
Old Saybrook ,CT 06475 to satisfy a lien on 
April 7, 2022 at approx. 12:00 PM at www. 
storagetreasures.com 

Unit 2305: Robert Sobolewski 

3/24, 3/25/2022 7172228 








March 21, 2022 Bid Notice 2200 for The 
Diaper Bank of Connecticut Furnishing 
Three Million (3,000,000) Infant And Toddler 
DiapersTo The Diaper Bank Of Connecticut is 
available at the Diaper Bank of Connecticut’s 
website: www.thediaperbank.org/ 
legal-notices. 

3/21- 3/25/2022 7172882 








EIP Communications |, LLC., is proposing 
to construct a 112.5-foot tall monopole 
telecommunications tower facility to replace 
an existing monopole located at 75 Wells 
Road, Wethersfield, Hartford County, CT. Any 
interested party wishing to submit comments 
regarding the potential effects the proposed 
facility may have on any historic property 
may do so by sending comments to: Project 
6122002173 - JLD EBI Consulting, 21 B 
Street, Burlington, MA 01803, or (203) 
231-6643. 

3/24/2022 7175660 














LOST TITLE APPLICATION NO.: 2358646 
OFFICE OF TITLES 
NOTICE PURSUANT TO SECTION 82 OF THE 
REGISTRATION OF TITLES ACT (RTA) 


WHEREAS the applicant(s) in the above 
stated application has/have declared that 
the following duplicate Certificate of Title 
has been lost, | HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that 
| intend to cancel the said Certificate of Title 
and issue a new one in duplicate fourteen 
days after the last publication of this 
advertisement. 


Volume: 1456 

Folio: 300 

Place: Part of Brighton 

Parish: St. Elizabeth 

Registered proprietor(s): Norma Smith-Brown 
and George Brown 


The following transactions were lodged with 
this application and will be registered pursu- 
ant to Section 81 of the RTA: 

Application to Note Death 2358641 


L. Dunbar 
Deputy Registrar of Titles 
3/24, 3/31/2022 7174455 








Request for Quotation #03-2200A 


The State of Connecticut Judicial Branch 
Purchasing Services, on behalf of the 
Commission on Legal Publication (C.O.L.P), 
invites qualified contractors to submit quota- 
tions to provide service and maintenance 
of print shop equipment located in Enfield, 
Connecticut. 


Quotations must be received by 11:30 A.M. 
on MONDAY, APRIL 18, 2022. Late bids will 
not be accepted. 


VENDORS CURRENTLY REGISTERED UNDER 
THE STATE’S SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE 
PROGRAM ARE ENCOURAGED TO BID. 


Bid package may be obtained by accessing 
the Judicial Branch Purchasing Services web 
site below at: 


www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/busopp/ 
An Equal 


Employer 
3/24/2022 7176465 


Opportunity/Affirmative Action 





Request For Proposal 
#04-2200 


The State of Connecticut Judicial Branch, 
Court Support Services Division, is seeking 
qualified organizations and/or profession- 
als to conduct pre-employment physicals 
statewide. 


Proposals must be received before 2:30 PM. 
on FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 2022. Late proposals 
will NOT be accepted. 


RESPONDENTS CURRENTLY REGISTERED 
UNDER THE STATE’S SMALL BUSINESS 
SET-ASIDE PROGRAM ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
APPLY. 


Proposal package may be obtained by 
accessing the Judicial Branch Purchasing 
Services web site below at: 


www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/busopp/ 
An Equal 


Employer 
3/24/2022 7176681 


Opportunity/Affirmative Action 





Warning of Public Hearing 
for the 
Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 
2022-2023 


Regional School District 13 
of the State of Connecticut 
Durham/ Middlefield 


Wednesday, April 6, 2022 
8:00 p.m. 


Notice is hereby given to the residents of 
the Towns of Durham and Middlefield, which 
are the member towns of Regional School 
District 13 of the State of Connecticut, that 
a Public Hearing will be held and conducted 
by the Regional School District 13 Board of 
Education on Wednesday, April 6, 2022 at 
8:00 p.m. in the Robert O. Mason Library 
at Coginchaug Regional High School for the 
following purpose: 


To present and discuss the proposed budget 
for the next fiscal year, 
July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023. 


At such time any person may recommend the 
inclusion or deletion of any expenditure. 


Lucy R. Petrella, Chairman 
Regional School District 13 
Board of Education 

State of Connecticut 


Dated in Durham, Connecticut this 21st day 
of March, 2022. 
3/24/2022 7175180 





Car Reviews 
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MOTORING 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 





Bloomfield Storrs 
Burton Burton Roger T. Hernberg 
James J. Calabrese, li Tolland 

East Hartford Roger T. Hernberg 
Barbara J. Pelletier Vernon 


Hartford Barbara J. Pelletier 
Michael L. Manson, Jr. Stanley W. Possell 
Manchester West Hartford 
Stanley W. Possell Burton Burton 
New Britain Wethersfield 
Dorothy Field Stephanie Mcomber 
Newington Windsor 
Maryann C. Brennan Jane Bronk 


Windsor Locks 
Maryann C. Brennan 


* Denotes name listing only. 


y 
Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Brennan, MaryAnn C. (Langan) 


MaryAnn (Langan) Brennan, 
83 of Windsor Locks, CT, for- 
merly of Newington, CT, and 
beloved wife of 63 years to 
Thomas F. Brennan, entered 
into eternal peace, surround- 
ed by her family, on Tuesday, 
March 22nd, 2022. 
MaryAnn was born — July 
13th, 1938 in Scranton, PA 
 * to Eugene and Madelyne 
. — | (Morahan) Langan. MaryAnn 
later married her husband Tom and moved to Newington, 
CT, raising their six children. MaryAnn was a lifelong 
woman of faith, who had a unique talent for fostering 
Special and meaningful connections with everyone in 
her life. She was happiest when she was surrounded by 
her loving family and friends. She enjoyed beach vaca- 
tions in Rhode Island, attending her grandchildren’s 
events, was an avid sports fan, a seasoned hostess for 
holiday parties, and the pillar of her family. Above all, 
she was driven and devoted to God, family, and spread- 
ing love to all. MaryAnn was preceded in death by her 
parents, her two brothers, Eugene and Paul Langan, her 
two brothers in-law, Martin and Robert Brennan, and 
her beloved daughter, Kathleen (Brennan) Koenig. 
In addition to her husband Tom, MaryAnn leaves behind 
her five children, Maribeth Connolly and her husband 
John, Maureen Mullins and her husband Rick, Suzanne 
Balesano and her husband Tony, Thomas Brennan and 
his wife Patty, Michele Tolo and her husband Jay, and 
her son in-law, John Koenig and his wife Melanie. 
MaryAnn is also survived by her adored grandchildren, 
Jessica, James and his wife Jillian, Kathleen, Kevin, Rick, 
Kristen, Sarah, and Christopher. She also leaves behind 
her cherished brothers, Michael Langan and his wife 
Maryann, Gerald Langan and his wife Frances, sisters 
in-law Evelyn Langan, Patricia Langan, Nancy Rocereto 
and her husband Thomas, Anne Marie Brennan, her 
cousin Kathy Houlihan and husband Paul, and dear 
friends Kathy and Joe Cieslukowski. MaryAnn’s en- 
during legacy is that of love, kindness, and faith. She 
led a life by example, showing compassion, offering 
inclusion, and loving fiercely. We are blessed to have 
had her as a beloved wife, mother, sister, grandmother, 
friend, and #1 supporter. Relatives and friends may 
join the family on Saturday, March 26, 2022 from 9 - 
11 am at Leete-Stevens Enfield Chapels, 61 South rd., 
Enfield. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 12:00 
pm at St. Jeanne - Jugan Parish, Holy Family Church, 
23 Simon Rd, Enfield. Burial will follow at Hazardville 
Cemetery, Enfield. For online condolences please visit 
leetestevens.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


_ Bronk, Jane (Moseley) 


1 Jane Moseley Bronk, 84, wife 

of the late Adrian Bronk, died 

Sunday, March 21, 2021. 

Daughter of the _ Gilbert 

School's Principal, Henry S. 

Moseley and Hazel (Arnold) 

Moseley, she grew up in 

Winsted, CT. She devoted her 

entire working life, after grad- 

uating from Brown University, 

then Trinity College, to educa- 

tion. She taught at Windham 

High, Sedgwick Jr. High, and finally at Loomis Chaffee in 

Windsor, CT, from 1970-2006, continuing as a tutor 

there until 2011. In 50 years of teaching English, she 

had an impact on thousands of students, many of 

whom she Kept up with well into their adult lives. She 

is probably counting my commas as | write this. Jane 

loved travel, all things literary, music of many kinds, 

gardening, entertaining, her Labrador Retrievers, and 

Summers at the Cape. My mom could make a killer 

apple pie and the best Christmas shortbread cookies 

on earth, knit a complex patterned sweater, walk out 

on the bowsprit to grab the boat mooring, play Cole 

Porter on the piano, and did the NYT crossword puzzle 

in pen. She leaves behind her daughter, Andrea Barton 

and granddaughter, Macy Athorne both of Glastonbury, 

CT, a brother-in-law and his wife, Mitchell and Jeanne 

Bronk of Milton, MA, a niece Helen Bronk of Cambridge, 

MA, and nephew Peter, his wife Yuen, and their son 

Matthew Bronk, of Waltham, MA. We give special thanks 

to her loving and devoted caregiver of the last 2 years, 

Winsome Pusey. A memorial service will be held on 

Saturday, March 26, 2 p.m., in Founders Chapel at 

Loomis Chaffee School, 4 Batchelder Road, Windsor, CT. 

Interment in Woods Hole, MA will be private. Those 

wishing to make a donation in lieu of flowers may do so 

to the Lewy Body Dementia Association, 912 Killian Hill 

Road S.W., Lilburn, GA 30047 or by visiting, www.Lbda. 

org. For online condolences please visit, www.carmon- 
funeralhome.com. 


i@ CARMON 


—,— Community Funeral Homes 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Manson, Jr., Michael Lynn 


ow ly Michael Lynn Manson, Jr. was 
ie born May 27, 1985 in Hartford, 
to Charlotte Jackson and the 
late Michael Lynn Manson, Sr. 
He passed away unexpectedly 
se On March 12, 2022, at age 36. 
% In addition to his mother, he 
~ leaves to mourn, step-father, 
Raymond Parker; children, 
Mylisha, Khalil, Harlem, Paris, 
and Milan; sisters, Johnnie 
if "Abiba” Hudson (Leonard 
Shuler) and Ayanna Tracy Scott; big brother/cousin, 
Jason Davis; favorite niece, Miesha Ledbetter; favorite 
nephew, Melkuan Scott, Sr.; favorite uncles, Ronn Perez 
and George Manson; favorite aunt, Renee Dyan Perez; 
favorite cousin, Brandi Coleman, Shanene, Tanesha, 
Javon, Carlos, James “Booka,” Chyna, Caya, Shannon, 
Chanel and Brandon; Godmother, June Rodriguez, 
Godbrothers, Yusef and Damian; his special friend, 
Brianna Wright; best friend, Jamal Lawrence; and a host 
of other family and friends. 
His family will receive friends on Saturday, March 26, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m., with a Celebration of life at 1 p.m. 
Burial will be private. 
To read the full obituary or leave a condolence for his 
family, please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 


tj CARMON 


~ Community Funeral Homes 








Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


OBITUARIES 


Burton, Burton "Gene" 


Burton Eugene “Gene” 
Burton, 93, of Duncaster in 
Bloomfield, husband of the 
late Marilyn Joyce (Coor) 
Burton, died peacefully 
Monday, March 21, 2022. He 
was born October 19, 1928 in 
Parkerville, KS, son of the late 
Arleigh Roy and _ Cecilia 
(Watson) Burton. His family 
moved to Arizona in 1941. He 
| graduated from Arizona State 
Tron where he met Marilyn. They married and 
moved to Connecticut in 1950 where they settled in 
West Hartford for 40 years prior to splitting time be- 
tween Scottsdale, AZ and New London, NH. They re- 
turned to Connecticut in 2015 moving into an apart- 
ment at Duncaster. Mr. Burton spent his entire working 
career at the Aetna. He started his career as an actu- 
arial student attaining fellowship in the Society of 
Actuaries in 1953. He held increasing levels of respon- 
sibility until he was promoted to head up the Aetna's 
Employee Benefits Division in 1975. He held that posi- 
tion until retirement in 1989. He was a longtime mem- 
ber of the Hartford Tennis Club, and the Terravita and 
Baker Hill Golf Clubs. He also enjoyed skiing, bridge, 
Square dancing, bocce, boating, and the challenges of 
Sudoku. He and Marilyn loved to travel having visited 
over 30 countries. His greatest joy, though, was spend- 
ing time with his family. 
He is survived by his daughters, Leslie Lovett of West 
Hartford, CT and Janice Fogarty of Spencer, MA; his 
sons, Thomas Burton and wife Doreen of Scottsdale, 
AZ, Steven Burton and wife Pamela of West Simsbury, 
CT, Douglas Burton and wife Donna of Avon, CT, and 
John Burton and wife Karen of Falmouth, MA; his sister, 
Anne Edwards of Tempe, AZ; 15 grandchildren and 7 
great grandchildren. He was predeceased by his sister, 
Mary Lou Gibney and his son-in-law, Sean Fogarty. 
Funeral Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 
10:00 AM on Monday, March 28th at St. Peter Claver 
Church, 47 Pleasant Street in West Hartford. Burial will 
follow in Fairview Cemetery in West Hartford. Donation 
in his memory may be made to the St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105. The Vincent Funeral Home of Simsbury, CT is 
caring for the arrangements. Please visit Burton's 
Book of Memories at www.vincentfuneralhome.com for 
online tributes. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Calabrese, ll, James J. 


James J. Calabrese, Il, 78 and 
life-long resident of 
Bloomfield, passed away at his 
home on Friday, March 18, 
2022. Jack was born on 
November 1, 1943, in Hartford, 
mson to the late James J. 
Calabrese and Rose T. 
(Marrozzi) Calabrese. 
Jack grew up in Bloomfield, at- 
tended local schools and was 
a graduate of Bloomfield High 
School, Class of 1963. Jack proudly served his country 
with the U.S. Army before his honorable discharge 
in August of 1970. For many years, Jack was the co- 
owner of Bloomfield Fuel Oil Company in Bloomfield 
before his retirement in 1993. In his spare time, Jack 
looked forward to his frequent trips to Mohegan Sun 
and Foxwoods casinos. He was an avid NASCAR fan, 
attending races live and also watching on television. 
He had an immense love for car shows and he would 
often enter his 1923 Ford T-Bucket, “Junk Man Jack” 
into competition, winning several torphys that he took 
much pride in. In his younger years, Jack would race his 
#66 Beetle in the Volkswagen division at Riverside Park 
Speedway. Jack was very proud of his Italian heritage, 
and he would often remind you of that. Jack lived his 
life simply with no ruffles or extras. He loved spending 
quality time with his children and grandchildren, whom 
he took much pride in. Most of all, his kind, caring and 
gentle personality will be missed by his family, friends 
and all of those in the community who's lives Jack 
touched. 
Jack is survived by his devoted children, James J. “Jim” 
Calabrese, Ill and his wife Colleen and their son Logan 
of Enfield; Joanne Kathleen Calabrese Stewart and her 
husband Brian and their son Connor of Enfield; his loyal 
friend and confidant, Trudy of Tolland; as well as his 
former wives Kathleen McKeen, mother of his children, 
of Enfield and Lynne Brown of Bloomfield; along with 
many dear friends. 
A time of visitation for family and friends will be held 
on Sunday, March 27, 2022, from 1-4 p.m. at the Carmon 
Windsor Funeral Home, 807 Bloomfield Ave., Windsor. A 
memorial service will be celebrated on Monday, March 
28, beginning at 11 a.m. at the funeral home. Burial 
will follow in Mt. St. Benedict Cemetery, Bloomfield. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to 
the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude 
Place, Memphis, TN 38105. To leave an online message 
of condolence for his family, please visit www.carmon- 
funeralhome. com. 


ich CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 








Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Field, Dorothy 


Dorothy Field, 95, passed 
away on March 17, 2022 at 
Jerome Home in New Britain. 
She was the loving wife of 
the late Harlan Field for 53 
years. She was the daughter 
of the late Benjamin and 
Elizabeth (Luby) Street. 
Dorothy was born in New 
Britain and was a life long 
resident. She graduated from 
New Britain High School in 
1944. In addition to raising her family, she worked as a 
Sales Secretary at Allstate Insurance for over 20 years, 
retiring in 1988. Dorothy, who was very devoted to her 
family. She is survived by her daughter Diane and her 
husband William Scibek of Kensington, a son David 
Field and his wife Pamela of Plainville. In addition, she 
leaves behind 6 grandchildren, Janet Rocco and her 
husband Dino, Gregory Cap and his wife Doreen, 
Michael Cap, Catherine Corcoran and her husband 
Robert, Daniel Field and his wife Kristina, and Kevin 
Field, 6 great grandchildren Kyle Rocco and his long 
time girlfriend Nichole, Brandon and Justin Rocco, 
Alexander Cap, and Madison and Olivia Corcoran. In 
addition to her parents and husband, Dorothy was 
predeceased by her sister, Margaret Kryszak and her 
son-in-law, Gregory P. Cap. Burial for Dorothy will take 
place at St. Joseph Cemetery in Plainville. Memorial 
donations may be made in Dorothy's name to the Make 
A Wish Foundation of Connecticut, 56 Commerce Dr., 
Trumbull, CT 06611. The Bailey Funeral Home of 
Plainville was entrusted with the arrangements. To 
leave a message of remembrance, please visit www. 
bailey-funeralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


hare memories, express condolences, 
and celebrate life in the obituary 
section on courant.com. 


















Hembers, Roger T. 


Roger Thomas Hernberg, 85, 

of Tolland, beloved husband 

of Dorothy (Pruckner) 

Hernberg passed away 

Sunday, March 20, 2022 after 

a long battle with cancer. He 

was born August 8, 1936 in 

Willimantic, the son of the 

late William and Elsie (Brown) 

Hernberg. He graduated from 

Windham High School, where 

he was captain of the foot- 

" balll team. He served in the 

U.S. Air Force and then worked for his fam- 

ily business, Hernberg Oil in Mansfield 

Depot. He coached Little League Red Sox 

farm team in Tolland and loved attending 

grandson, Gregory's baseball games. He enjoyed trav- 

eling, fishing in Maine and hiking. Especially hiking in 

the White Mountains and the annual hike to the top of 

Mt. Washington each summer. He loved football, espe- 

cially the NY Giants and Patriots, and Boston Red Sox 

and an avid fan of UCONN Men's and Women's basket- 

ball, Besides his loving wife, Dorothy, he is survived by 

his sons, Ralph D. Hernberg of Tolland and Richard W. 

Hernberg and his wife Cathie of Wllington; his grand- 

son, Gregory Thomas Hernberg of Perry Hall, MD; his 

sister, Elsa Mae Akui of Gilbert, AZ and many other 

family members and friends. He was predeceased by 

his brothers, Ralph, Ronald and Charles. Relatives and 

friends are welcome to join the family from 10-11 AM 

with a Memorial Service following at 11 AM on Monday, 

March 28, 2022 at the Tolland Memorial Funeral Home, 

375 Merrow Rd. (Rte. 195) Tolland, CT. Burial will follow 
at Storrs Cemetery. 


In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in Tom's memory 
may be made to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. 
For online condolences please visit: www. pietrasfuner- 
alhome.com 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


McOmber, Stephanie (Olsen) 


Stephanie (Olsen) McOmber, 
72, passed away suddenly, 
surrounded by family on March 
20, 2022 in Hartford Hospital. 
She was born in Hartford, 
daughter of the late Henry 
Ragnar and Harriet (Trombley) 
Olsen, Stephanie was educat- 
ed in the Wethersfield Schools, 
graduating from Wethersfield 
High School in 1967. She mar- 
‘ried her best friend David 
McOmber of Wethersfield. 
Stephanie was a lover of books, birds and there wasn't 
a project or craft that she didn’t know how to do. 
She was an exceptional knitter, crocheter and quilter. 
Stephanie loved the outdoors, going to craft fairs, 
antiquing, visiting North Hampton, Kayaking at the CT 
Shore and her beloved garden. She was a giver and the 
caretaker of all. She loved her family fiercely especially 
her grandchildren who will miss their Nannie. 
Besides her husband, Stephanie will be greatly missed 
by her children, Kelsie Harrison of Wethersfield and 
her children, Ryan and Kyleigh, lan McOmber and his 
partner Laura Stanhope of Portland and Evan McOmber, 
his wife Katherine and their children, Ellie, Dean and 
Lila. She also leaves her brother Stephen Olson of MA, 
her close friend Deborah Martin and Bonnie Battiston 
as well as many other friends. 
Friends may call on Friday March 25, 2022 from 4:00 to 
6:00 at the Farley-Sullivan Funeral Home, 34 Beaver Road 
Wethersfield. Attendees are requested to wear masks. 
To extend condolences, please visit Farleysullivan.com. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Down 
Syndrome Association of Connecticut, 60 Peter Court, 
New Britain, CT 06051. 


Farley-Sullivan 


Funeral Home 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Pelletier, Barbara J. 


AEA: Barbara J. Pelletier, 79, of 
Vernon and formerly of East 
Hartford, passed away peace- 
fully with her youngest daugh- 
ss ter Sandy by her side on 
=. Tuesday, March 22, 2022 at 
' Hartford Hospital. Born in 
Hartford on September 1, 
1942, a daughter of the late 
Joseph and Helen (Crehan) 
Zilinskas, she had been a resi- 
dent of East Hartford for over 
—— * 40 years prior to moving to 
: Vernon over ten years ago. Barbara was a 
graduate of Bulkeley High School in 
Hartford, class of 1960 and a proud gradu- 
ate of Manchester Community College 
where she earned her Associates Degree. Prior to her 
retirement in 1988, Barbara was employed for many 
years by Pratt & Whitney Aircraft Credit Union in East 
Hartford. She was an animal lover who also liked shop- 
ping, listening to music, walking and traveling. Most of 
all, she cherished her role as a mother and grandmother 
taking great pride in caring and supporting her children 
and grandchildren at their activities and sporting 
events. 
Barbara is survived by her four beloved daughters, 
Jeanne C. Newton and her husband Shawn of East 
Hartford, Lori Tracy and her husband Darryl of Enfield, 
Elisa Lupacchino and her husband Richard of East 
Hartford, Sandra L. Franklin and her husband Bill of 
Newington; a sister, Judith Tracy of Windsor Locks; 
eight special grandchildren, David Leeman and his 
wife Angelique, Gregory Leeman, Brian Leeman, Steven 
Tracy, Sarah Tracy, Richard Lupacchino, Jr., Vincent 
Sartori, Olivia Sartori; eight adored great-grandchil- 
dren, Juliette Leeman, Serena Leeman, Bailey Leeman, 
Manny Leeman, Anthony Leeman, Benjamin Tracy, Gavin 
Lupacchino, Jaxson Albert; a nephew, Damian Tracy of 
Enfield; and several dear friends. Besides her parents, 
she was predeceased by her son, Manuel Gomez, Jr. of 
East Hartford; and two brothers, Richard Zilinskas of 
East Hartford and Joseph Zilinskas of Manchester. 
Funeral service celebrating Barbara’s life will be 
Saturday (March 26th) at 11 am at the D’Esopo East 
Hartford Memorial Chapel, 30 Carter Street, East 
Hartford. Burial will follow at Hillside Cemetery, 
(Section C), East Hartford. Barbara's family will receive 
relatives and friends on Saturday morning from 10 -11 
am at the funeral home chapel. In lieu of flowers, me- 
morial contributions in Barbara's name may be made 
to Fidelco Guide Dog Foundation, Inc., 103 Vision Way, 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 or Yappy Tails Animal Rescue, 52 
Hazard Avenue, Box #135, Enfield, CT 06082. For on- 
line expressions of sympathy to the family, please visit 
www.desopoeh.com. 
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Possell, Rev. Dr. Stanley W. 


Stan was born May 11, 1936, 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He 
graduated from Fort Wayne 
Central High School in 1954 
where he was active in sports 
and music, a class officer, 
and president of the Student 
Council. He went on to gradu- 
ate from Earlham College in 
Richmond, IN. Stan married 

/ * Elaine Holland on June 15, 
1957. Stan and Elaine moved to Upton, MA where Stan 
became the pastor of the Upton United Methodist 
Church while also attending the Boston University 
School of Theology. He received his M.Div. in 1961 and 
was ordained May 28, 2961, in Muncie, Indiana. Stan 
was then called as the pastor of the Park Congregational 
Church in Worcester, MA and served there from 1965 
to 1967. During this time in Massachusetts, Stan and 
Elaine were blessed with four children. Stan returned 
to Indiana where he became the pastor of the Park 
Place United Methodist Church in Anderson from 1967 
to 1974. While in this position, Stan helped originate 
and became the executive director of an ecumenical 
24-hour crisis intervention center (CONTACT-HELP). He 
also served as president of the Ecumenical Council and 
president of the Madison County United Way Board 
of Directors. He returned to Massachusetts serving 
as the senior pastor of the former Chestnut Street 
Congregational Church in Worcester, MA and earning his 
D. Min. from Boston University concentrating in liturgi- 
cal studies and Biblical Interpretation of the Arts. Stan 
held a leadership position in the Worcester Council of 
Churches and was a member of the Board of Directors 
of the United Way of Central Massachusetts. Stan then 
accepted calls from the First Congregational Church 
of East Haven, CT, Storrs Congregational Church at the 
University of Connecticut, and Naples Congregational 
Church, U.C.C. in Naples, FL. Stan was then called to 
help the Faith United Church of Christ in Tamarac, FL 
build a new worship center. Stan personally trans- 
ported furniture and several magnificent stained-glass 
windows to adorn the new building that came from his 
former Chestnut Street Church in Worcester, MA. He 
ended his career by serving as an interim pastor at 
the Fort Myers Congregational Church in FL and the 
Thompson Congregational United Church of Christ in 
Thompson, CT. An avid singer with an amazing baritone 
voice and a passion for singing the musicals, an ac- 
complished athlete (played football in college and was 
a dead-eye in basketball), a fanatic coach, a dog lover, 
a supreme handyman, and a devoted husband, father, 
and grandfather - this describes Stan best. Among 
his greatest joys was building a lakefront cottage in 
Indiana, and then purchasing a small lakefront cottage 
in Spencer, MA and building it into magnificent home. 
Elaine, Stan and family summered at Oakland Shores 
in Spencer beginning in 1975. He absolutely loved 
paddling the canoe with Elaine and playing with his 
eight grandchildren. And oh the magnificent stories 
that he could tell. When Elaine became ill, Stan and 
Elaine moved to Connecticut to be near their young- 
est daughter. Stan lived in CT until his passing. He 
was predeceased by his wife Elaine in 2011. Stan is 
Survived by his wife, Rita Collins, his four children - 
Lisa and Linn of Orlando, FL, Stephen of Indiana, and 
Lois of Connecticut, his eight grandchildren - Lexi, 
Haley, Stephen, Camden, Megan, Quinton, Brianna, and 
Mason, and his sister Sharon Michael of Indiana. Funeral 
services will be celebrated at the First Congregational 
Church of Vernon, 695 Hartford Turnpike in Vernon, CT, 
on Saturday, March 26, 2022, at 11:00 am. Burial will 
follow in Storrs Cemetery, N. Eagleville Road, Storrs, 
CT. There are no calling hours. In lieu of flowers, me- 
morial contributions may be made to LiveWell (1261 
S. Main St., Plantsville, CT 06479) - the center where 
Elaine lived and thrived during her final years. Ladd- 
Turkington & Carmon Funeral Home in Vernon has care 
of the arrangements. To leave an online condolence 
please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 
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In Loving Memory Of 
WENDELL A. MCKENNEY 


3/24/1958 - 3/3/2007 
Happy birthday in Heaven. 
| love you and miss you each and every day. 
Forever loving you, Mom, son Ethan and Family. 
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hare memories, 


express condolences, 


and celebrate life in 


the obituary section 


on Courant.com. 
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Dems seek 
to expand 


rights for 


workers 


Republicans say 
it’s heavy-handed 
government regulation 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


A committee of the General 
Assembly has advanced legislation 
strongly opposed by businesses 
fighting Democrats who are seek- 
ing to expand worker rights. 

Two measures that would allow 
strikers to collect unemployment 
benefits and forbid bosses from 
requiring workers to attend or 
participate in meetings about the 
employer’s views on political or 
religious matters were approved 
Tuesday by majority Democrats on 
the Labor and Public Employees 
Committee. 

The arguments are familiar 
between Democrats and their 
allies in organized labor and 
Republicans and their supporters 
in the business community. Demo- 
crats have the upper hand, pushing 
out each of the two bills on party- 
line 9-4 votes. The legislation now 
heads to the House and Senate. 

State Sen. Rob Sampson, the 
committee’s ranking Republican, 
characterized much of the agenda 
as heavy-handed government 
regulation that interferes with 
workers’ decisions. 

“We cannot stand in the way of 
them making their own choices 
about who they work for and what 
the requirements of their employer 
are or what the employer’s require- 
ments of them are,” he said “That 
should be left to those individuals 
to figure out for themselves.” 

State Sen. Julie Kushner, a 
Danbury Democrat and co-chair- 
man of the labor committee, 
defended legislation forbidding 
employers from compelling work- 
ers to attend meetings related to 
the bosses’ political or religious 
views. 

“T just can’t abide by the notion 
that people have the freedom 
to choose not to work because I 
think most people have to work,” 
she said. “On a very practical level 
people do have to go to work, they 
have to keep their jobs to keep 
food on the table, pay their rent, 
provide for their children, pay for 
that college.” 

The Connecticut Business & 
Industry Association has sharply 
criticized the Labor and Public 
Employees Committee for 
approving a “torrent of work- 
place mandates” it says will stunt 
the state’s already weak economic 
growth. The two bills were among 
more than a dozen on the commit- 
tee’s agenda. 

CBIA opposes legislation it calls 
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Wesleyan students form first voluntarily 
recognized undergraduate labor union 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


A labor union made up of 
Wesleyan University student 
workers on Tuesday became the 
first of its kind in the country to be 
voluntarily recognized, the union 
announced. 

The Wesleyan Union of Student 
Employees, which represents 
about 100 student employees at 


the university’s Office of Resi- 
dential Life, received final certi- 
fication from the American 
Arbitration Association Tuesday 
morning with 84% of student staff 
signing union cards. 

The Wesleyan administration 
voluntarily recognized the union 
on March 9, days after union orga- 
nizers went public in a union drive 
supported by Middletown Mayor 
Ben Florsheim and other state 


lawmakers. 

“This is months in the making, 
so it’s really exciting to see it come 
into place and that we’re getting 
the outcome that we want,” said 
Yohely Compreés, a second-year 
Residential Life staff member and 
union organizer. 

Comprés said student union 
members, who will now be repre- 
sented by the Office of Profes- 
sional Employees Local 153, are 











hoping for a “seat at the table” 
to discuss what they view as low 
pay and poor working conditions 
that were exacerbated during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Student staff positions at 
Wesleyan’s Office of Residential 
Life include community advisers, 
house managers, head residents 
and resident advisers. 
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Construction has begun on KindCare’s assisted-living complex in downtown Bristol. When it’s done, the five-story building at Route 6 and North Main 
Street will be a gateway to downtown from the north. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 





Developer: New assisted living 


center will serve the middle class 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


KindCare is starting work in 
Bristol on what it promotes as an 
assisted-living complex geared 
toward the middle-income 
elderly, and expects to begin rent- 
ing to 117 tenants by the spring of 
2023. 

The five-story building will be 
the start of what Chief Executive 
Officer Mark De Pecol envisions 
as achain of centers offering stan- 


dard assisted living apartments 
along with special memory care 
sections. 

The company last fall got 
zoning approval to build a simi- 
lar project in Naugatuck, a three- 
story building with 124 units. 
KindCare also is pursuing sites in 
Berlin and Manchester. 

“This will be our flagship,’ 
De Pecol said Tuesday at his 
construction site at the south- 
western corner of North Main 
Street and Farmington Avenue. 


Alex Jones fails to appear 
for Sandy Hook deposition 


Infowars host ordered 
by judge to submit to 
questioning Thursday 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


Conspiracy theorist and 
Infowars founder Alex Jones 
failed to appear for a deposition 
Wednesday by families of Sandy 
Hook massacre victims and he 
could face arrest if he ignores an 
order from a Connecticut judge 






AND SAVE 


ox CLIP 






that he make himself available to 
answer questions on Thursday. 

After a series of delays, Jones 
was supposed to appear for a depo- 
sition Wednesday and Thursday in 
Austin, Texas, where his company 
is based. Relatives of children 
murdered in the 2012 school 
shooting want to question him 
in connection with his broadcast 
assertions that the massacre was 
a hoax. 

Jones’ absence from the depo- 
sition, which he already had post- 
poned, is the latest in a series of 





delays that have held up move- 
ment on the suit. Frustrated by 
such delays, Connecticut Superior 
Court Judge Barbara Bellis took 
the extraordinary step late last year 
of issuing a default order against 
Jones — effectively settling the suit 
in favor of the families and leav- 
ing only the question of damages 
against Jones and his businesses 
unresolved. The deposition was 
to be part of the process leading to 
the calculation of a damage award. 


Turn to Jones, Page 2 


“We can be the Hampton Inn of 
assisted living.” 

KindCare is designing its build- 
ings with nearly all “companion 
care” units, the industry’s term for 
a shared apartment. 

“The unit has two people in it. 
They each have their own private 
bedroom, but they share a living 
room, kitchenette and bath- 
room.” he said. “In this way, we 
can reduce the size of the building. 
A regular assisted living facility 
would have 600 square feet and 


one person; we have 600 square 
feet and two people. 

“But all of the high-end 
amenities that are in the luxury 
communities, we have — the 
library, the arts and crafts 
rooms, the wellness room, a full 
restaurant and a bistro beside 
the restaurant,” he told city off- 
cials, investors and others at the 
groundbreaking ceremony. 

KindCare is a brand of Fair- 
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Infowars host and conspiracy theorist Alex Jones speaks outside of the 
Dirksen building on Capitol Hill in Washington in 2018. A Connecticut judge 
has found Jones liable for damages in lawsuits brought by parents of 
children killed in the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting. The parents 
of several children sued Jones over his claims that the massacre was a 


hoax. JOSE LUIS MAGANA/AP 
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Former office manager is 
accused of embezzling $1M 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


A federal grand jury in New 
Haven indicted a Maine man on 
Tuesday for allegedly embezzling 
more than $1 million from a Berlin 
business. 

Federal prosecutors charged 
Edward F. Ziegler II, 63, of Bridg- 
ton, with tax and fraud charges 
in connection with the alleged 
theft from Show Lighting, which 
supplies lighting for the concert, 
stage, film and television industries. 


The U.S. Attorney’s office said 
Ziegler, who was the compa- 
ny’s office manager for 25 years, 
allegedly diverted payments from 
customers to a bank account he 
controlled and used the money 
for his own benefit while covering 
the theft with false entries in the 
company books. 

The prosecutors said Ziegler 
diverted more than 400 checks 
worth a total of more than $1 
million. In addition, he failed to 
pay $173,643 in federal income 
taxes on his embezzled income for 


the 2015 through 2019 tax years. 

The indictment charges Ziegler 
with 22 counts of wire fraud affect- 
ing a financial institution, which 
carries a maximum term of impris- 
onment of 30 years on each count, 
and five counts of tax evasion, 
which carries a maximum term of 
imprisonment of five years on each 
count, if convicted 

Ziegler appeared in court in 
Hartford on Tuesday, where he 
pleaded not guilty to the charges, 
and was freed ona $100,000 bond, 
according to federal authorities. 


Sister of Hartford gangster gets 
5-year sentence for selling fentanyl 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


The sister of notorious Hartford 
gangster Ricardo “Rick the Ruler” 
Reyes was sentenced to five years 
in prison Wednesday for distribut- 
ing the powerful synthetic opioid 
fentanyl. 

Federal prosecutors said 
Janicette Reyes, 43, of Hartford, 
was part of her brother’s drug-deal- 
ing operation and that a search of 
the Rowe Avenue apartment she 
shared with convicted drug dealer 
Johnny “Clatcho” Ortega turned up 
3,450 single dose-bags of fentanyl, 
narcotics paraphernalia, a loaded 
Glock .40 caliber pistol and ammu- 
nition. 

Filings in federal court show 


Rights 


from Page 1 


a “gag order” that would bar meet- 
ings about politics or religion. The 
legislation has come up repeat- 
edly over the years, drawing the 
same complaint that employers 
worry about how the legislation 
would restrict employers’ ability to 
communicate “critical workplace 
matters.” 

The definition of “political 
matters” is overly broad and could 
be interpreted as preventing bosses 
from talking to workers about 
executive orders, laws and regu- 
lations associated with the state’s 
handling of COVID-19, CBIA said. 

The Connecticut AFL-CIO, 
which refers to the legislation 
as a “captive audience bill,’ said 
it protects workers from being 
forced to endure anti-union propa- 
ganda during union organizing 
campaigns and allows employ- 
ees to leave an employer-spon- 
sored meeting and return to work 
if the meeting is about religious 
and political matters unrelated to 
work. 

Organized labor and businesses 
also squared off on legislation that 
would allow striking workers to 
be paid unemployment insur- 
ance benefits after two weeks. It 
would significantly change current 
law that permits unemployment 
compensation only when workers 
lose their jobs through no fault of 
their own. 

Strikes are typically authorized 


Center 


from Page 1 


field-based Senior Living Devel- 
opment, which has built assisted 
living centers in mostly affluent 
communities including Darien, 
Simsbury, Fairfield and Wilton. 

KindCare was created when 
SLD’s founders concluded the 
middle class is largely left out of 
high-end assisted living centers, 
where monthly rents can hit 
$7,000 and often don’t include 
many day-to-day services. 

“Our brand is unique. We are 
luxury affordable assisted living,” 
he said, adding that most assisted 
living communities are built for 
upper-income residents. 

Seniorliving.org rates Connecti- 
cut as having the fifth-highest cost 
in the United States for assisted 
living, averaging $6,300 a month. 
Only Alaska, Delaware, New 


Jones 


from Page 1 


A Texas judge issued a similar 
order last year in a related case for 
what she called Jones’ “flagrant 
bad faith and callous disregard” 
for the parents and the court by 
repeatedly disregarding orders to 
disclose documents and records 
pertaining to the shootings and 
his assertions. 

On Monday, Jones’ lawyers 


that a federal drug and gang task 
became aware of Janicette Reyes 
after opening an investigation in 
2018 of her brother’s drug oper- 
ation in Frog Hollow. Over the 
course of the investigation, agents 
wiretapped multiple telephones 
and made undercover buys of 
fentanyl, cocaine and crack. At the 
time, Ricardo Reyes was a promi- 
nent member of the Los Solidos 
street gang. 

Ricardo Reyes was arrested on 
weapons charges in 2019 after using 
astraw purchaser to buy handguns. 
After the purchase, investigators 
stopped his car in New Britain and 
reportedly seized the two firearms, 
450 bags of a heroin-fentanyl mix, 
more than one pound of marijuana 
and $1,160 in cash. 


exon 
Stronger’ —= 


. 5 


Yogethe;_~ 





Prosecutors said Janicette Reyes 
helped operate her brother’s drug 
operation after he was locked up on 
the gun and drug charges. 

Janicette Reyes was arrested in 
June 2019. That month a federal 
grand jury Hartford returned a 
32-count indictment charging 
Ricardo Reyes, Janicette Reyes, 
Ortega and 12 associates with vari- 
ous narcotics trafficking and fire- 
arm possession offenses. On Oct. 
1, 2021, she pleaded guilty to one 
count of conspiracy to possess with 
intent to distribute fentanyl. 

Ricardo Reyes and Ortega 
pleaded guilty to related charges. 
On Feb. 11, 2021, Ricardo Reyes was 
sentenced to 18 years in prison. On 
Dec. 27, 2021, Ortega was sentenced 
to 60 months. 
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Long-term care members of the New England Health Care Employees 
Union, SEIU 1199 rallied at the state Capitol in 2020 for new laws to protect 
long-term caregivers and consumers. JESSICA HILL/AP 


by union members, calling into 
question whether workers are 
blameless for the loss of their jobs. 
Businesses see the legislation as a 
way to reduce the financial penalty 
of strikes that would extend work 
stoppages, putting more pressure 
on employers to make concessions 
at the negotiating table. 

“Make no mistake, the goal of 
this bill is to provide additional 
leverage to striking workers at the 
expense of employers,’ CBIA said. 

The state AFL-CIO urged 


Hampshire and New Jersey top 
that. 

“About three years ago my part- 
ners and I decided we should come 
up with an assisted living product 
that’s affordable to the middle 
class,” he said. 

The plan is for monthly rents of 
$4,500 at the Bristol center, with 
a higher charge for people in the 
memory care unit. Those rates also 
cover numerous care services that 
are usually billed separately, he 
added. In the end, the cost should 
be 20% to 30% lower than what 
a standard assisted living center 
charges, he said. 

Mayor Jeff Caggiano applauded 
that philosophy, saying affordable 
extended care is important. 

“This is a middle class, blue-col- 
lar town,’ Caggiano said at the 
ceremony. 

The city has authorized a 
60-unit building; KindCare 
expects it will be substantially 


filed a motion in Connecticut 
claiming he was suffering from 
an undisclosed illness and asking 
for a delay. Attorney Norm Pattis 
wrote that Jones was under a 
doctor’s care for a condition 
requiring “immediate, and possi- 
bly, emergency testing.” Pattis 
said the doctor advised Jones 
against submitting to a deposi- 
tion. 

Christopher Mattei, who 
represents the Sandy Hook fami- 
lies, called the request a stalling 


lawmakers to extend unemploy- 
ment insurance to striking workers 
“who feel they have no choice but 
to walk off the job.” 

Connecticut Labor Commis- 
sioner Danté Bartolomeo told 
lawmakers the expanded use 
of unemployment insurance 
may affect the insurance fund’s 
solvency, though she was not 
specific. 


Stephen Singer can be reached at 
ssinger@courant.com. 


complete by March 2023. 

The design puts all amenities on 
the first floor. KindCare will rent 
out apartments on the second, 
fourth and fifth floor to people 62 
and older who need daily assis- 
tance. The third floor is reserved 
for those with Alzheimer’s or other 
memory disorders. 

KindCare negotiated the proj- 
ect initially with then-Mayor Ellen 
Zoppo-Sassu, but progress stalled 
when the pandemic hit. De Pecol 
said the delay was partly beneficial. 
Engineers have had time to design 
an ultraviolet system to treat all air 
as it recirculates through the build- 
ing, he said. 

When it’s standing, the building 
will be the gateway to downtown 
from the north, said Caggiano, who 
predicted more new construction 
in the city’s center this year. 

“This is the beginning of what 
you’re going to see downtown,” 
Caggiano said. 


tactic. Mattei said Jones was 
broadcasting Monday and again 
on Tuesday when his request for 
a postponement was argued in 
Connecticut. 

“The court appropriately 
denied his motion and directed 
him to appear today,” Mattei said. 
“He refused to do that. This was 
in our view a cowardly display 
intended to cheat the plaintiffs of 
their right to put him under oath 
and ask him questions about why 
over the course of many years he 


BLOOMFIELD 


Fire at Pepperidge 
Farm facility causes 


sulfuric acid leak 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


About 200 gallons of sulfuric 
acid leaked outside Pepperidge 


Farm in Bloomfield Wednesday 


during a pre-dawn fire, officials 
said. 
No one was injured, although 


some workers complained of 


an odor from the fumes. The 
bread-making plant at 1414 Blue 


Hills Ave. was evacuated as a 


precaution, said Willie Jones, 
chief of the Blue Hills Fire 
Department. 

Jones said the fire burned in 
outdoor containers for about 90 


minutes. Firefighters did not try 


to douse them with water because 
they were told they contained 
chemicals, and water can cause 
a reaction when it’s mixed with 
certain substances. 

The contents of the containers 
leaked during the fire, he said. 
Workers from the state Depart- 
ment of Energy and Environ- 
mental Protection were called to 
determine the extent of the spill 
and how to mitigate it. 

Four, 220-gallon containers, 
each with 50% sulfuric acid, 
leaked, as did two, 330-gallon 
containers holding 25% caustic 
soda, said Will Healey, the agen- 
cy’s spokesman. The substances 


were diluted, and they were 
discharged into the parking lot. 

“There does not appear to be 
any discharge off the site as the 
storm water system runs off into 
a dirt drainage swale along the 
edge of the parking lot,’ Healey 
said. 

Workers were in the plant at 
the time of the fire, and they left 
the building, but returned when 
they smelled the odor of burn- 
ing chemicals, the fire chief said. 
They then were told to leave 
from a different exit, away from 
the fire. 

“We did, as a precaution, evac- 
uate the building, because we 
didn’t want the burning fumes to 
enter the HVAC system,” Jones 
said. 

Sulfuric acid is used for waste- 
water treatment, Healey said. 

“This treatment involves sulfu- 
ric acid as well as a caustic soda 
to adjust the wastewater PH,” he 
said. 

A local health official was at 
the scene late Wednesday morn- 
ing working to get the plant 
reopened, Healey said, and the 
fire marshal was investigating the 
cause of the fire. 


Christine Dempsey may be 
reached at cdempsey@courant. 
com. 


SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 


Tyrese Martin announced Tuesday via Instagram that he was leaving 
UConn and opting for the NBA Draft. The day was incorrect in a story on 
Page 1 of Wednesday’s sports section. 


Union 
from Page 1 


Students receive an annual 
stipend for their work. For resi- 
dent advisers, the stipend is 
$7,828.62 for sophomores and 
$9,787.68 for juniors and seniors, 
according to Wesleyan’s website. 

Joshua Kleiman, a second-year 
resident adviser and union orga- 
nizer, said the stipends only cover 
about half of the cost of Wesley- 
an’s room and board fees. UConn, 
for example, waives housing costs 
for its resident assistants and pays 
an additional $4,510 stipend. 


Many Residential Life staff 


members are first-generation 
low-income, students of color or 
students receiving financial aid, 
Kleiman added. 

“T think it’s easy to look at a 
group of college students and 
be like, ‘They’re just using their 
privilege; they’re just fighting an 
unnecessary battle,” ” Kleiman 
said. “But everyone has a right to 
be heard. Everyone should feel 
heard.” 

In addition to concerns over 
compensation, Comprés and 
Kleiman both spoke to the need 
for broader changes to the Resi- 
dential Life structure. 

They harkened back to Septem- 
ber 2021, when heavy rains 
flooded three residential build- 
ings. It was the first night first- 
year students were on campus, 
and the first night on duty for 
Comprés and Kleiman. As they 
and other residential staff scram- 
bled to conduct safety checks and 
organize students amid the chaos, 
student staff felt overwhelmed 
and under resourced. 

“There were people having 
panic attacks, but we’re not 


trained to deal with any sort of 


mental health crises,’ Kleiman 
said. 

Tensions with administration 
were elevated even before the 
flooding. 

“Tn addition to being underpaid, 
ResLife staff have endured poor 
and hazardous working condi- 
tions without adequate support 
and protections, especially during 
the pandemic,” organizers wrote 
in a letter addressed to Wesleyan 
officials. 

The union drive went public 
with a launch rally on March 5 
attended by Mayor Ben Flor- 
sheim and State Sen. Matt Lesser, 
D-Middletown, both Wesleyan 
graduates. 


lied about them, he lied about the 
loved ones that they lost at Sandy 
Hook and why he unleashed a 
barrage of harassment over many 
years that continues to today.” 

Should Jones continue to 
resist being deposed, Mattei said 
the families will ask courts in 
Connecticut and Texas to order 
his arrest and forced appearance. 
Parties to the case were prepar- 
ing arguments on such an arrest 
late Wednesday afternoon. 

The shooting at Sandy Hook 


“I’m super proud of these 
students, and I’m super proud 
of Wesleyan for doing the right 
thing,’ Florsheim told The 
Courant. 

“I applaud the students for 
taking the lessons that they 
learned in the classroom of the 
importance of unions and apply- 
ing them to their situation on 
campus, and we are very excited 
to see this happening in town,’ he 
said. 

State Reps. Brandon Chafee and 
Quentin Williams, both Middle- 
town Democrats, and Rep. Gary 
Turco, D-Newington, were among 
the other 200-plus attendees. 

Messages of support poured 
in over social media once union 
certification was finalized. 

“Every worker deserves a voice 
in their workplace, and I’m glad 
these student employees’ hard 
work paid off!” U.S. Rep. John 
Larson wrote in a tweet congratu- 
lating the union. “They are the first 
undergraduate union in the nation 
to be voluntarily recognized but 
certainly not the last.” 

“Congrats to Wesleyan’s 
undergraduate residential life 
workers on winning recognition 
for Connecticut’s newest labor 
bargaining unit... and making 
some labor history in the process. 
So impressed by these student 
workers,” Lesser wrote. 

Union members have not yet 
landed on specific demands ahead 
of contract negotiations, Compreés 
said. 

Graduate student unions have 
become more common following 
a 2016 National Labor Relations 
Board decision, but undergradu- 
ate student labor unions remain 
rare. Resident assistants at the 
University of Massachusetts-Am- 
herst have been unionized since 
2002. 

Though union membership 
actually declined, 2021 has been 
dubbed by some as the “year of 
the worker,’ following 12 months 
marked by aseries of high-profile 
strikes and bargaining efforts at 
corporations like Amazon, John 
Deere and Starbucks. 

In Connecticut, Yale’s two 
main unions voted to ratify new 
contracts in October. 

“Tt’s so exciting to see all of this 
happen around the country, “ Klei- 
man said. “And I think it’s import- 
ant for anyone who feels the need 
to do this fight, to do this fight” 


Seamus McAvoy may be reached 
at smcavoy@courant.com 


School in Newtown on Dec. 14, 
2012, killed 20 first graders and 
six educators. The gunman, 
20-year-old Adam Lanza, fatally 
shot his mother at their home 
nearby before going to the school 
and killed himself as police 
arrived. 

The shooting was portrayed on 
Jones’ Infowars show as a hoax 
involving actors aimed at increas- 
ing gun control. Jones has since 
acknowledged the school shoot- 
ing did occur. 


CONNECTICUT 


US: Earnings in wealthy Connecticut 
increased slowly in 2021. Here’s why. 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


Earnings for Connecticut resi- 
dents grew more slowly last year 
than the rest of the US., pulled back 
by weakness in manufacturing and 
finance, two ofits strongest sectors, 
the U.S. Department of Commerce 
reported Wednesday. 

Personal income, the measure 
of an individual’s total earnings 
from wages, investments, transfer 
payments from the government 
— particularly important in the 
pandemic — and other ventures, 
was powered by a burst in earn- 
ings as the economy reopened and 
COVID-19 retreated. 
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Earnings from all sources deter- 
mines how much money consum- 
ers spend, which accounts for as 
much as 70% of the economy. 

Connecticut is among the 
wealthiest states measured by per 
capita personal income of $82,082, 
ranking second in the U.S. last year, 
behind only Massachusetts at 
$82,475. Itranked 42nd in personal 
income growth, increasing by 5.8% 
from 2020. 

Personal income grew by 74% in 
the USS. 

Transfer receipts, or money from 
the government, last year increased 
6.9% in Connecticut, lagging the 
8.4% rise in the US., which slowed 
from a35.1% boost during the worst 





of the pandemic in 2020. Rising 
transfer receipts reflected contin- 
ued payments from pandemic 
response legislation such as the 
American Rescue Plan Act. 

The percent change in personal 
income across all states ranged from 
9.6% in Idaho to 4.5% in Vermont. 

In two key sectors, manufactur- 
ing and finance, the contributions 
to personal income in Connecti- 
cut lagged and the U.S. Aerospace, 
a key manufacturing industry in 
the state, was down significantly 
during the pandemic as airlines 
grounded much of their fleets. The 
industry has staged a comeback, 
but it’s been uneven as interna- 
tional flights, particularly to Asia, 
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The Lighthouse waterslide at Lake Compounce is getting new features. DON STACOM/HARTFORD COURANT 


Lake Compounce giving 
waterslide a makeover 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


When the Connecticut weather 
is a bit warmer, Lake Compounce 
will have anew way for its guests to 
beat the heat: Storm Surge. 

The park’s 60-foot-tall Light- 
house waterslide is getting a 
makeover this spring to give 
summertime riders a whole differ- 
ent experience. 

Waterproof audio speakers and 
LED light arrays are being installed 
to create the feel of barreling 
through a New England coastal 
storm. Thunder, roaring waves and 
foghorns will be accompanied by 
a series of flashing, color-chang- 
ing lights to kick up the adrenaline 
level, the park said. 

“Every season, we look to put 
fresh twists on fan favorites,” 
General Manager Jeffrey Davis said 
in announcing the new project. 

After opening the six-story 
Venus Vortex waterslide nearby 
last year, Lake Compounce is 
redoing the Lighthouse attrac- 
tion as one of the latest improve- 
ments to its water park. Workers 
and contractors are also using the 
off-season to construct the Lake- 
side Cafe, an all-new restaurant 
along the lake. 

The park, which bills itself as 
the country’s oldest continuously 
operating amusement park, cele- 
brates its 176th this summer and 
is looking for its first entirely 


normal season since the start of 
the pandemic. 

Extensive COVID-19 restric- 
tions sharply limited 2020 atten- 
dance, and the pandemic’s 
resurgence also shortened the 
2021 season. But this year, Lake 
Compounce is geared up for maxi- 
mum operating days: Rides open 
April 30, with the water park due to 
follow on Memorial Day weekend. 

Workers throughout the park 
are painting, decorating and 
making repairs in advance of open- 
ing day. All rides are expected to 
be running, but some food conces- 
sions may operate on staggered 
hours initially if staffing runs short. 
The park is trying to hire more 
than 1,000 seasonal workers, and 
will host a job fair on Saturday. 

To get the Lighthouse ready, 
Alex Kahler and technicians are 
preparing to install the high-tech 
light and speaker system. Lake 
Compounce is using equipment 
from iSlide, a contractor that has 
spent more than 20 years develop- 
ing electronic gaming equipment 
to use in pools as well as light and 
sound equipment for commercial 
water park attractions. 

Installed in 1998, the Lighthouse 
ride itself is a slide that curves 
around a 60-foot replica of a New 
England lighthouse. Riders climb 
the inside stairs to the top, and ride 
down the waterslide as it spirals 
around the outside of lighthouse. 

Workers last year repainted 


the lighthouse’s exterior, and will 
soon begin installing rings of lights 
around the slide. They’ll be bright 
enough for riders inside to see a 
fast-changing series of colors as 
they race through. 

“The colors will be psychedelic, 
and there’ll be sounds of the ocean 
with waves crashing,” Kahler said. 

The park expects to have the 
system in place for the heart of 
the summer season, said Lynsey 
Winters, marking manager. It 
might even have it for Memorial 
Day weekend; whenever the Light- 
house is ready, season pass holders 
will get a one-hour early admission 
to the park on the first day of oper- 
ations, she said. 

Closer to the Venus Vortex, 
Kahler has a crew preparing the 
foundation for the new restau- 
rant, which is expected to turn out 
about twice as much food an hour 
as the Johnny Rockets outlet that 
was nearby. Output is important in 
the hottest summer weeks because 
the water park draws large crowds 
— and is a fairly long walk from 
nearly all of Lake Compounce’s 
main food concessions. 

Johnny Rockets has been relo- 
cated to a larger facility in the 
amusement park itself. The new 
Lakeside Cafe will have chicken 
tenders, burgers, veggie burgers, 
salads and similar items. 


Don Stacom can be reached at 
dstacom@courant.com 
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Visitors tour a composites manufacturing prototype center, with a robotic 
arm that does the heavy lifting, at Goodwin University in East Hartford. 
Earnings for Connecticut residents grew more slowly last year than the rest 
of the U.S., pulled back by weakness in manufacturing and finance, the U.S. 
Department of Commerce reported Wednesday. COURTESY 


remain weak. 

Even transportation and 
warehousing, a strong sector in 
Connecticut where warehouses 
are being built to keep up with 
logistical demands for next-day 


delivery, lagged the rest of the 
U.S. in its contribution to personal 
income growth. 


Stephen Singer can be reached at 
ssinger@courant.com. 





The Spice Voyage meal at Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum features 
pistachio tres leches, left, and grilled octopus and prawn cabbage slaw. 
COURTESY WEBB-DEANE-STEVENS MUSEUM 


‘Spice Voyage’ 


A meal in Wethersfield 
takes diners through the 
good, bad and the ugly of 


the Caribbean trade routes 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


The Webb-Deane-Stevens 
Museum in Wethersfield is hosting 
a “Spice Voyage” dinner Saturday, 
with courses inspired by artifacts 
in the museum’s collections that 
pertain to the Caribbean trade 
routes that brought new foods to 
New England in the 17th, 18th and 
19th centuries. 

While diners enjoy their shrimp, 
pineapple, rum and callaloo, 
historians will lead discussions 
about those shipping routes that 
will include the more menacing 
aspects: that those ships also held 
kidnapped Africans forced into 
slavery and Caribbean agriculture 
was dependent on enslaved labor- 
ers. 

“We have had fairly extensive 
research conducted primarily on 
the Deane and Webb families to 
determine their relationship with 
people of color, both enslaved and 
free,” said Richard C. Malley, cura- 
tor of the museum. “We don’t shy 
away from it.” 

“One way of fostering good 
discussion is over food,” execu- 
tive director Joshua Campbell 
Torrance said. 

The dinner is inspired by four 
artifacts: a 1671 map of Barbados; 
a late 1700s ledger belonging to 
Silas Deane’s brother, tradesman 
Barnabas Deane; an 1825 painted 
trunk; and the 1836 edition of “The 
New England Cook Book or Young 
Housekeepers Guide,” 

The map depicts Barbados, 
“one of the earliest islands to adopt 
sugar as a monoculture,’ Malley 
said. The map features vignettes 
of life on the island, primarily the 
cultivation of sugar cane. 

“It shows enslaved Africans 
doing various tasks as part of the 
whole process,” Malley said. “That 
is the reason the Caribbean islands 
became so valuable in the eyes of 
European imperial powers.” 

The leather trunk features 
images of the War of 1812 and 


Naval officers. The ledger, running 
from 1788 to 1791, lists many trans- 
actions made by Barnabas Deane. 
The cookbook, published in New 
Haven, was owned by Huldah 
Francis, whose brother married 
into the Stevens family. 

The original occupants of 
the Deane and Webb houses 
owned, and in some cases hired 
the services of enslaved people, 
and although Silas Deane, Barna- 
bas Deane, Joseph Webb Sr. and 
Joseph Webb Jr. engaged in trans- 
atlantic trade, there is no evidence 
they were involved in slave trad- 
ing, according to museum spokes- 
woman Theresa McNaughton. 


The meal 


The “Spice Voyage” meal was 
organized by Kristiann Vargas 
of the culinary-event planner 
Distinctive Ideas, which is based 
in West Hartford. 

A ceviche shooter, empanadas 
and fried plantains with a sorrell 
rum cocktail make up the first 
course, to be eaten as hors d’oeu- 
vres. 

“The cocktail is my take on 
Jamaican rum punch,” Vargas said. 

It will be followed by three 
seated courses, starting with 
grilled octopus and prawn cabbage 
slaw. 

“It’s crunchy, slightly warm, 
zesty, a little sweet, all the layers of 
what the Caribbean brings. This 
dish embodies that,” she said. 
It will be served with burgans 
albarifio, a white wine. 

The entrée is spiced curry pork 
loin, callaloo and garlic yuccamash 
with Vouvray white wine. 

“Yucca mash is not fluffy like 
mashed potatoes. It’s a starchy 
mixture, a little heavier. It blends 
so well with the curry,’ she said. 
“Tt’s very traditional to Barbados 
and Trinidad and Tobago,” 

Dessert is pistachio tres leches 
with grilled pineapple and coquito. 

Dinner is $125 per person, and 
10% of the proceeds will benefit 
the museum. Live music will be 
performed by the Caribbean Vibe 
Steel Drum Band. Register at bit. 
ly/3BJd9os. 


Susan Dunne can be reached at 
sdunne@courant.com. 


Bolton’s entry in ‘American Song Contest’ doesn’t pan out 


But show makes Connecticut look good 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


Michael Bolton represented 
Connecticut in the first episode of 
a lavish new live TV music compe- 
tition this week, “American Song 
Contest.” 

The show premiered Monday 
night on NBC. 

The Rhode Island entry, “Held 
On Too Long,” by another soulful 
vocalist, Hueston, was the jury’s 
choice to move on to the show’s 


semifinals, but Connecticut still 
has a chance to get back in the 
game. Votes from the viewing audi- 
ence will be tallied and presented 
in the next episode, allowing 
three of Monday’s contestants to 
continue in the competition. 
Besides Connecticut, the first 
episode featured entries from 
Minnesota, Oklahoma, Arkan- 
sas, Indiana, Puerto Rico, Iowa, 
Wisconsin, Mississippi, Wyoming 
and Rhode Island. Acts ranged 
from rock and soul to hip-hop, 


country and K-Pop. 

Each song got a long, documen- 
tary-style video intro extolling the 
virtues of the act’s home state. 

Bolton grew up in New Haven, 
and “American Song Contest” 
showed him visiting Sally’s Pizza 
on Wooster Street (where the plat- 
inum album the singer received 
for “Soul Provider” hangs on the 
wall) and Toad’s Place on York 
Street (where owner Brian Phelps 
proclaimed that Bolton is “the 
heart of the entire state.” The 
show also visited Bolton’s current 
home in Fairfield County, where 
family watched him sing “Beauti- 


ful World.” 

In the intro sequence Bolton 
recalled signing his first record 
deal, with Epic, at the age of 16 but 
not having his first hit until he was 
34. He called Toad’s “the club I 
played the most.” 

As for Sally’s, Bolton noted that 
“New York has the best pizza in 
New York. But if you’re on Wooster 
Street in downtown New Haven, 
Connecticut pizza means life 
itself.” Bolton is a longtime friend 
of the Consiglio family that runs 
Sally’s, and also appeared in the 
locally made documentary film 
“Pizza: A Love Story.” 


“American Song Contest,” 
hosted by Snoop Dogg and Kelly 
Clarkson, is a variation on the 
long-running Eurovision Song 
Contest. Eurovision is known for 
jump-starting the careers of ABBA, 
Celine Dion and, more recently, the 
Italian rock band Maneskin. 

Unlike Eurovision, which 
features songs from dozens of 
different countries, “American 
Song Contest” has contestants 
from every U.S. state and territory, 
plus Washington D.C. 


Christopher Arnott can be reached 
at carnott@courant.com. 
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Wanted to BUY 


1950’S & BEFORE 
Ladies’ Vintage 
& Antique 


¢ Costume Jewelry 

¢ Full Length Mink Coats 
¢ Dressy Cocktail Attire 

¢ Rhinestones & Pearls 

¢ Flapper, Victorian 

¢ Designer Labels 

¢ Evening Purses 

¢ Hats, Shoes & Gloves 


Call 860-666-3045 


Everyone Is Invited To A 


VIRTUAL PUBLIC 
INFORMATION MEETING 
State Project No. 0172-0477 


Reinstallation and Removal of 
Horizontal Curve Warning Signs on 
State Roads in District 2 


Residents, commuters, business owners, and other interested 
individuals are encouraged to take advantage of this opportuni- 
ty to learn about and discuss the proposed project. 


Please join us on Thursday, April 7th 


The meeting will be live streamed via: 
Microsoft Teams Live Event and YouTube Live 


Formal Presentation will begin at 6:30 PM p.m. 
Question and Answer (Q&A) session will immediately 
follow the presentation. 


Instructions on how to access the meeting and on how to 
provide comments or ask questions, can be found at the 
project webpage: http://portal.ct.govDOT172-0477 


The public informational meeting is being held to provide the public 
and local community the opportunity to offer comments or ask ques- 
tions regarding the proposed project. Persons with limited internet 
access may request that project information be mailed to them by 
contacting Natasha Fatu by email at TrafficSafety.DOT @ct.gov or 
by phone at 860-594-2731. (Allow one week for processing and de- 
livery.) 


Individuals with limited internet access can listen to the meeting 
by calling 1-888-566-5916 and entering the Participant Code when 
prompted: 9977843. Persons with hearing and/or speech disabilities 
may dial 711 for Telecommunications Relay Services (TRS). The 
MS Teams Live Event offers closed-captioning for the hearing im- 
paired and non-English translation options. A recording of the for- 
mal presentation will be posted to YouTube following the event and 
closed-captioning (including non-English translation options) will 
be available at that time. The recording will also be available in the 
list of DOT virtual public meetings here: https://portal.ct.gov/dot/ 
general/CTDOT-VPIM-Library 


Visit the project webpage for options for Apple users. During the 
Q&A session and the 14-day comment period that follows the meet- 
ing, individuals may leave a question or comment via email (pre- 
ferred) at DOTProject172-477@ct.gov. Individuals may also leave 
a voicemail question or comment by calling (860) 944-1111. Please 
reference the project in your voicemail. 


Language assistance may be requested by contacting the Depart- 
ment’s Language Assistance Call Line (860) 594-2109. Requests 
should be made at least 5 business days prior to the meeting. Lan- 
guage assistance is provided at no cost to the public and efforts will 
be made to respond to timely requests for assistance. 


PUBLIC 
Re NOTICES 


TOWN OF CROMWELL 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 


LEGAL NOTICE 


The Town of Cromwell Planning and 
Zoning Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday April 5, 2022 at 7:00 
p.m. in Room 224 of the Cromwell Town 
Hall at 41 West Street on the following 
items: 


1. Application #22-06: Request to 
amend the Zoning Regulations to add 
Section 6.11 to allow for the retail 
sales of cannabis and cannabis related 
products in the Highway Business Zone 
District and to amend Section 3.5.C.4 
to allow for the cultivation of cannabis 
in the Industrial Zone District. The 
Town of Cromwell Planning and Zoning 
Commission is the Applicant. 


Reviews 
SATURDAYS IN 


At this hearing interested persons 
may appear and be heard and written 
testimony received. This application 
is available for public inspection in the 
office of the Town Planner. 


Alice Kelly 

Chairman 

Dated in Cromwell, Connecticut this the 
21st day of March 2022. 

3/24, 3/31/2022 7172993 
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Celebrate special moments with custom 
Felad(es(-Mel fle. MiceluMai-Mal-lagielemevellie-lie 


Whether you want to tout a business achievement, 
remember a special moment or honor a loved one, tell 
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Many young men are overexercising and following rigid diets, and they’re complaining of feeling isolated 


By Alex Hawgood 
The New York Times 


ike many high 
school athletes, 
Bobby, 16, a junior 
from Long Island, 
has spent years whipping 
his body into shape through 
protein diets and workouts. 

Between rounds of 
“Fortnite” and homework, 
Bobby goes online to study 
bodybuilders like Greg 
Doucette, a 46-year-old 
fitness personality who 
has more than 1.3 million 
YouTube subscribers. 
Bobby also hits the gym as 
often as six days a week. 

“Those guys made me 
realize I wanted to get 
bodies like them and post 
stuff like them,’ said Bobby, 
who has the compact frame 
of a gymnast. (The New 
York Times is not publish- 
ing the surnames of minors 
or the names of their 
parents in this article to 
protect their privacy.) 

He makes sure to hit 
the fridge, too, grazing on 
protein-packed Kodiak 
Cakes and muscle-mass- 
building Oreo shakes. He 
consumes so much protein 
that classmates sometimes 
gawk at him for eating 
upward of eight chicken- 
and-rice meals at school. 

But Bobby isn’t getting 
buff so he can stand out 
during varsity tryouts. 

His goal is to compete ina 
different arena: TikTok. 

Bobby now posts his own 
workout TikToks. Shot on 
his iPhone 11, usually at 
the gym or in his family’s 
living room, the videos 
are devoted to topics like 
how to get a “gorilla chest,” 
“Popeye forearms” or “Lil 
Uzi’s abs.” 

Bobby said that he had 
occasionally fallen behind 
on his schoolwork because 
he dedicated so much time 
to weightlifting and prep- 
ping high-protein meals. 

“When Bobby first 
started posting his videos, 
our family did not even 
know what he was doing 
for months, as he was 
extremely independent and 
did stuff on his own,’ said 
his father, 49. “He doesn’t 
really talk much about what 
goes into his videos, but I 
know he takes his time with 
them to make sure they’re 
perfect.” 

Bobby’s father can, in 
some ways, relate. “When 
I was younger, I remember 
seeing the men’s fashion 
magazines and seeing the 
jacked, buff guys on there 
and wanted to look like 
them,” he said. “It took me 
a while to realize that those 
men’s bodies were most 
likely unattainable.” 

But unlike his father’s 
experience, as Bobby’s 
body mass grows, so does 
his online audience. “Young 
guys see meas their idol,” 
said Bobby, who has more 
than 400,000 followers on 
TikTok. “They want to be 
just like me, someone who 
gained muscle as a teen- 
ager.” 

Among his disciples is 
Tanner, 16, a high schooler 
from Arkansas, who 
reached out to Bobby on 
Instagram. “Thank you 
for inspiring me,” Tanner 
wrote. 

For many boys and young 
men, muscle worship has 
become practically a digital 
rite of passage in today’s 


beefcake-saturated culture. 
Examples are everywhere 
— the hypermasculine 
video games they play, the 
mesomorphic superheroes 
in the movies they watch. 
The top grossing films of 
last year were ruled by 
CGI-enhanced masculine 
cliches: Spider-Man, Shang 
Chi, Venom and the entire 
Marvel universe. 

Many doctors and 
researchers say that the 
online adulation of muscu- 
lar male bodies can have 
a toxic effect on the self- 
esteem of young men, with 
the never-ending scroll of 
six packs and boy-band 
faces making them feel 
inadequate and anxious. 

And while there has been 
increased public awareness 
about how social media can 
be harmful to teenagers — 
spurred in part by the leak 
of internal research from 
Facebook showing that the 
company hid the nega- 
tive effects of Instagram — 
much of that focus has been 
on girls. 

Recent reports, however, 
have found that those same 
online pressures can also 
cause teenage boys to feel 
bad about their bodies. 

“Girls discuss those 
pressures more, but it’s 
completely the same for 
boys,” said Elliot, 17, a high 
school student from Colo- 
rado, who began posting 
workout videos on TikTok 
two years ago, often with 
the hashtag #teenbody- 
building. “I feel like I’m 
trying to be some charac- 
ter just to get more views, 
rather than the person I 
want to be.” 

A 2019 survey published 
in the Californian Journal 
of Health Promotion exam- 
ined body image in boys. 
Almost one-third of the 149 
boys surveyed, ages 11 to 18, 
were dissatisfied with their 
body shapes. Athletes were 
more likely to be dissatis- 
fied than nonathletes, and 
most wanted to “increase 
muscle,’ especially in the 
chest, arms and abs. 

The quest for perfect 
pecs is so strong that 
psychiatrists now some- 
times refer to it as 
“bigorexia,’ a form of 
muscle dysmorphia exhib- 
ited mostly by men and 
characterized by excessive 
weightlifting, a preoccu- 
pation with not feeling 
muscular enough, and a 
strict adherence to eating 
foods that lower weight and 
build muscle. The condi- 
tion can also lead young 
men to become obsessed 
with their appearance, 
checking themselves in the 
mirror either constantly or 
not at all. 

“Most studies on the 
topic of body satisfac- 
tion and social media are 
conducted with a female 
population in mind, which, 
of course, is quite under- 
standable,” said Thomas 
Giiltzow, a public health 
researcher at Maastricht 
University in the Neth- 
erlands. “Almost none of 
what is out there focuses on 
men.” 

In 2020, Giiltzow and 
his co-authors published 
a study that analyzed 
1,000 Instagram posts 
that depicted male bodies. 
Idealized images of “highly 
muscular, lean men,” the 
report found, received 
more likes and shares than 
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For many boys 

and young men, 
muscle worship has 
become practically 
a digital rite of 
passage in today’s 
beefcake-saturated 
culture. 


content showing men who 
are less muscular or have 
more body fat. 

Some Hollywood hunks 
have started reassessment, 
though. Last month, Chan- 
ning Tatum pushed back 
against a shirtless image of 
himself from “Magic Mike 
XXL” that was flashed in 


F:3 C:3 P:24 Cal: 180 


front of the audience of 
Kelly Clarkson’s daytime 
talk show. 


“It’s hard to look like that. 


Even if you do work out, to 
be that kind of in shape is 
not natural,” Tatum said. 
“That’s not even healthy. 
You have to starve your- 
self. I don’t think when 
youre that lean, it’s actually 
healthy.” 

Even if there is along 
history of celebrat- 
ing muscled physiques, 
no form of media has 
disrupted how young men 
view their bodies quite like 
the insatiable voyeurism 
and staged exhibitionism 
that fuels platforms like 
TikTok and Instagram. 

“Social media is really 
where young men experi- 
ence evaluations of their 
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appearance from others,” 
said Veya Seekis, a lecturer 
at the School of Applied 
Psychology at Griffith 
University in Queensland, 
Australia. 

“The more men view 
their bodies as objects for 
public display, the more 
they fear being negatively 
evaluated, which so often 
triggers compulsive exer- 
cising and other ‘healthy’ 
behaviors that can end up 
having an impact on their 
well-being,” he said. 

For three years, Seekis 
has been collecting data 
on the social media habits 
of 303 undergraduate 
men and 198 high school 
boys in Australia. She has 
found, in part, that expo- 
sure to images of archetypal 
masculine physiques was 


Study shows as cigarette taxes rise, infant death rate falls 


HealthDay News 


Could cigarette taxes 
help lower newborn and 
infant death rates? 

Yes, claims a new study. 
The researchers suggest 
that pregnant women are 
less likely to smoke when 
tobacco taxes are raised, 
leading to fewer infants 
being exposed to second- 
hand smoke. 

Smoking during preg- 
nancy and secondhand 
smoke exposure are known 
to increase the risk of infant 


death, the study authors 
noted. 

Previous research has 
shown that boosting 
tobacco taxes is the most 
effective way to reduce 
tobacco use and associ- 
ated health risks, especially 
among poorer people. A 
tobacco tax rate of 75% or 
more is recommended by 
the World Health Organi- 
zation. 

In the new study, the 
researchers examined the 
link between tobacco taxes 
and newborn/infant death 


rates by analyzing data 
from 2008 through 2018 in 
159 countries. 

Overall, the average 
newborn death rate was 
14.4 per 1,000 live births 
and the death rate among 
infants younger than a year 
old was 24.9 per 1,000, 
according to the report 
published online recently 
in PLOS Global Public 
Health. 

However, the death 
rates were much higher 
in low/medium-income 
countries (33 infants 


under age 1, including 19 
newborns, per 1,000) than 
in high-income countries 
(four newborns and six 
infants younger than age 1 
per 1,000), the investiga- 
tors found. 

The average tax on ciga- 
rettes was just over 49%. 
Only 11% of low/middle- 
income countries and 42% 
of high-income countries 
had the WHO-recom- 
mended 75% tax rate. 

A 10 percentage-point 
increase in total cigarette 
tax was associated with a 


2.6% decrease in newborn 
deaths and a1.9% decline 
in infant deaths, accord- 
ing to researcher Anthony 
Laverty, from Imperial 
College London, and his 
colleagues. 

Based on those rates, an 
estimated 231,220 infant 
deaths, including 181,970 
newborn deaths, might 
have been prevented in 
2018 if all of the countries 
in the study had a cigarette 
tax rate of at least 75%, the 
researchers concluded ina 
journal news release. 


linked to low body esteem 
in young men and an 
increased desire to become 
more muscular. 

It’s a fitness feedback 
loop that has ensnared 
Johnny Edwin, 22, a line- 
backer-size scaffolder 
from British Columbia, 
Canada. He said that when 
he was in high school, he 
would spend hours glued 
to YouTube channels 
like that of Chris Jones, 

a self-described exercise 
guru known as Beastmode 
Jones. 

“Social media, and 
the pressure to live up to 
those guys and have that 
manly looking physique, 
has completely taken over 
my life,” said Edwin, who 
still watches weightlifting 
videos on YouTube. 
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Zegler invited to present at Oscars 


From news services 


“West Side Story” star 
Rachel Zegler may get her 
Oscars moment after all. 
The actor, 20, has been 
invited to be a presenter 
at the Sunday ceremony, 
according to a report Tues- 
day in The Hollywood 
Reporter. 

The gesture came two 
days after Zegler, who 
plays Maria, posted on 
social media that she had 
not been invited to the 
awards and would be 
rooting for “West Side 
Story” from her couch. 
The Steven Spielberg film 
is nominated for seven 
Academy Awards, includ- 
ing best picture, director 
and supporting actress for 
Ariana DeBose. 

The post drew a lot of 
attention online as many 
couldn’t fathom why the 
lead of a best picture nomi- 
nee wouldn’t have been 
invited to the ceremony or 
at least been asked to pres- 
ent an award. 

“T hope some last minute 
miracle occurs, and I 
can celebrate our film in 
person but hey, that’s how 
it goes sometimes, I guess,” 
Zegler wrote on Instagram 
Sunday. “Thanks for all 
the shock and outrage — 
I’m disappointed, too. But 
that’s OK. So proud of our 
movie.” 

Best picture nomi- 
nees are allotted a certain 
number of tickets by 
the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
that the film’s studio doles 
out as it sees fit. Presenters 
and individual nominees 
get a pair of tickets. 

According to the Holly- 
wood Reporter, arrange- 
ments are being made for 
Zegler — who is in London 
shooting Disney’s live- 
action remake of “Snow 
White” — to participate in 
the Hollywood ceremony. 


In other Oscar news: 
Beyonce, Billie Eilish and 
other nominees for best 
original song will perform 
at the Academy Awards, 


TV REVIEW 


Rachel Zegler stars in“West Side Story,’ which is nominated 
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for seven Academy Awards. CHARLES SYKES/INVISION 2021 


the show’s producers 
announced Tuesday. 

Beyonce will perform 
her nominated song “Be 
Alive” from “King Rich- 
ard,” and Eilish and her 
brother and co-writer 
Finneas will perform “No 
Time To Die” from the 
James Bond film of the 
same name. 

Sebastian Yatra will 
perform “Dos Orugui- 
tas,” the nominated song 
from “Encanto” written 
by Lin-Manuel Miranda. 
Reba McEntire will sing 
writer Diane Warren’s 
“Somehow You Do” from 
the film “Four Good Days.” 

Van Morrison, who 
wrote and sings the nomi- 
nated song “Down to Joy” 
from “Belfast,” will not 
be able to make the show 
because of his touring 
schedule. The song will not 
be performed. 

The original song Acad- 
emy Award goes to the 
songwriter, not the artist 
who performs it. 

On Monday, producers 
revealed that DJ Khaled, 
Tony Hawk, Kelly Slater 
and Shaun White would 
all be presenting awards 
at the show, airing Sunday 
on ABC. 


Judge ends Bynes conser- 
vatorship: Actor Amanda 


Bynes was released Tues- 
day from a court conser- 
vatorship that put her life 
and financial decisions in 
her parents’ control for 
nearly nine years. Ventura 
County Superior Court 
Judge Roger Lund termi- 
nated the conservatorship 
at a hearing in a courtroom 
in Oxnard, California, her 
attorney David A. Esquib- 
ias said. 

Bynes, 35, shot to fame 
on a pair of Nickelodeon 
shows as a teenager, but 
struggles with mental 
health, substance abuse 
and the law prompted her 
parents to establish court 
control through a conser- 
vatorship in 2013. 

Lund said this week that 
Bynes had demonstrated 
competency to manage her 
own affairs, including her 
mental health and other 
medical treatment. 


March 24 birthdays: 
Singer Nick Lowe is 73. 
TV personality Star Jones 
is 60. Actor Peter Jacob- 
son is 57. Actor Lara Flynn 
Boyle is 52. Actor Jim 
Parsons is 49. Actor Alyson 
Hannigan is 48. Actor 
Jessica Chastain is 45. 
Actor Amir Arison is 44. 
Dancer Val Chmerkovskiy 
is 36. Actor Keisha Castle- 
Hughes is 32. 


Schumer’s ‘Life & Beth’ quite 


Los Angeles Times 


In the Hulu series “Life 
& Beth,” created and partly 
written and directed by 
Amy Schumer, Schumer 
plays Beth, a sales repre- 
sentative for a mid-level 
wine distributor in New 
York City that even her 
boss describes as mediocre. 
Though she is good at her 
job, and up for a promo- 
tion, her claim of leading 
a great life is clearly a case 
of the lady protesting too 
much. There is a weight 
on Beth; the very air seems 
to slow her down. When 
her mother dies suddenly, 
her lack of tears is seen by 
those around her as symp- 
tomatic of a disordered 
personality. 

With her relationship 
with longtime boyfriend 
and co-worker Matt (Kevin 
Kane) coughing and sput- 
tering and a 40th birthday 
looming, she abandons 
Manhattan for the Long 
Island hamlet where she 
grew up, there to face old 
wounds and court new 
possibilities. Extended 
flashbacks portray Beth’s 
middle-school years, an 
anthology of challenges 
and humiliations at home, 
school and in basement 
rec rooms — though not 
without moments of hope, 
elation and best friend- 
ship. In the present tense, 
Beth visits a local winery 
to drum up business and, 
at the connected organic 
farm, meets John (Michael 
Cera), the farmer. 

“Life & Beth” has the 
curious quality of being at 
once a little awkward and 
exactly what it wants to be. 
Its parts don’t all tonally 
mesh — it is an amalgam of 
romantic comedy, straight 
drama, bits and sketches 
and adapted stand-up 
— and at times it feels 
constructed to deliver a 
point, a project as much as 
a story. But it is also clearly 
sincere and personal, 





Amy Schumer plays a grieving woman who returns to her 
Long Island hometown in “Life & Beth.” MARCUS PRICE/HULU 


salted with autobiograph- 
ical details. Like Beth, 
Schumer, who grew up on 
Long Island, experienced 
a turn in family fortunes 
when their high-end 
baby furniture business 
went under; her father — 
Michael Rapaport plays 
Beth’s — was an alcoholic; 
her parents divorced. 

The series is also a 
love letter to Schumer’s 
husband, Chris Fischer, a 
chef and sometime organic 
farmer, here molded into 
the person of Cera’s John. 
It’s frequently funny, full 
of bright comic turns, and 
often quite moving, even 
beautiful in a way that 
might make you reconsider 
a character. It’s sentimen- 
tal in the end, but that is 
what sometimes happens 
when artists grow happy in 
their life. 

The twist in the rom- 
com is that the leading 
man lacks the usual qual- 
ities of aromantic lead — 
though, that said, there is 
a whole body of romantic 
comedy based on falling in 
love with unconventional 
people, which makes “Life 
& Beth” not... uncon- 
ventional. Despite Beth’s 
myriad liabilities, she is 
made less eccentric than 
most of the other charac- 
ters we meet; and we are 
inclined to take her side, 


even when she seems less 
than kind, because we 
understand from those 
flashbacks that she’s hurt. 

The scenes set in the 
past, which exist to explain 
the present — including 
the mystery of what caused 
a rift between young Beth 
and her friend and protec- 
tor Liz (Grace Power) 

— have an independent 

life and integrity, and are 

so well realized that one 
forgets how many times we 
have seen versions of these 
kids and their conflicts. 

A bildungsroman set in 
late-maturing middle age, 
the series is plainly built 
around Beth’s halting jour- 
ney toward mental and 
physical health. There are 
a number of encounters 
with medical profession- 
als, including David Byrne 
as “Dr. B”; Lavar Walker as 
an old friend, now a phar- 
macist; and Phil Wang as 
a novice MRI technician 
who dreams of being a DJ. 

Indeed, the series is 
stocked with comedians, 
and all of them, not least 
Hank Azaria as a funeral 
home director, are on 
point. Though the season 
has a self-contained arc, 
what’s here could easily 
support a second. Because 
life goes on. 


Where to watch: Hulu 
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By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Man concerned about his girlfriend’s weight 


Dear Readers: Every year I 
step away from my column 
briefly to work on other 
creative projects. Today’s 
“Best of” topic from 10 
years ago concerns what 
happens in arelationship 
when one partner gains — 
or loses — weight. 


Dear Amy: I’ve been dating 
my girlfriend for three 
years, and I really love her. 

I do think she is beau- 
tiful, too, but in the last 
year she has started to gain 
weight. 

I’ve been hitting the 
gym religiously, have lost 
weight and am back into 
my former athletic form. 

I don’t want to sound 
shallow, but it’s becoming 
somewhat of a turnoff to 
me. 

I am attracting the 
attention of other (more 
attractive) females at bars 
and parties. Iam not the 
cheating type, but it can be 
tough sometimes. Sex is an 
important aspect of a rela- 
tionship, and I really don’t 
want to lose my drive. Iam 
only in my early 20s so you 
can imagine how tough it 
would be to limit my sex 
life because of something 
like this. I try to eat healthy 
when I am with her and 
attempt to get her to go to 
the gym with me, but it is 
hard to get her in the habit. 
However, I don’t want to 
tell her, “You need to go to 
the gym” because I love 
her and don’t want to lose 
her. What doI do in this 
sticky situation? 

— Not-So-Shallow Hal 


Dear Shallow: You seem 
afraid that your awesome- 
ness will so outstrip your 
girlfriend’s attractiveness 
that you will be forced — 
forced! — to look else- 
where. 

You don’t love your 


girlfriend with your whole 
heart, because if you did, 
you wouldn’t compare 

her to other people 

and immediately start 
worrying about how her 
weight gain affects you. 

Did you embark on your 
own weight-loss adventure 
for your girlfriend? No, 
you did it for you. Getting 
in shape is like that. It is 
an important pursuit that 
yields many benefits, but it 
is ultimately self-serving. 

You are shallow. Thin, fit 
and shallow. 

So, tell this lovely 
woman that her weight 
gain is a turnoff and that 
you'd feel best if she was 
a female version of you. 
She may then embark ona 
crash diet, suddenly losing 
an amount roughly equal 
to your body weight. 


Dear Amy: I disagree. I 
exercise and eat right so I 
have energy and can ward 
off short- and long-term 
health problems and stay 
attractive. 

Luckily, I have been 
married to a man for 22 
years who watches his 
weight and health too. 

I know this will sound 
snarky, but I am appalled 
by the people I see who 
are so heavy. This puts a 
burden on our health care 
system. Being way over- 
weight should not be the 
new normal. 

— A inIllinois 


Dear A: Many people 
thought I was too hard on 
“Hal,” but I was respond- 
ing to the tone of his letter, 
as much as his statements. 


Dear Amy: Over the years 
you have published letters 
from people distraught 
about someone else gain- 
ing weight, and you always 
come down very hard on 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
The world is looming large 
in front of you, but it seems 
you might have forgotten 
something in your eager- 
ness to go exploring. An 
unexpected detour could 
arrive on the scene with- 
out warning. It seems you 
lost track of something, or 
perhaps someone. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
An intimate moment could 
get waylaid by the peanut 
gallery when you least 
expect it. You could want 
to have a deep conver- 
sation with someone in 
particular. It’s best to be 
prepared for the likelihood 
that private plans will be 
tossed out the window for 
something more social. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Awork project could get 
in the way of hanging out 
with a friend or a loved 
one. You might be in the 
mood to partner up. That 
said, your energy may get 
reigned in, reminding you 
of everything you have 

to do. If you’re juggling 
too much, then be honest 
about it. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
You can make your own 
schedule, but that doesn’t 
mean the rest of the world 
is going to be on board. No 
matter how prepared you 
are to be your most effi- 
cient self, there could be 
tons of other interesting 
and exciting things going 
on! Give yourself permis- 
sion to fly free. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On March 24, 1765, Britain 
enacted the Quartering 
Act, requiring colonists to 
provide temporary hous- 
ing to British soldiers. 


In1832, a mob in Hiram, 
Ohio attacked, tarred and 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 
There’s a lighthearted air 
to the day, but that could 
get disrupted early on by 
something rather intense. 
You’re likely more than 
ready to enjoy the easier 
side of life but could feel 
very heavy. Don’t let your 
whole day be ruined by one 
or two difficult interac- 
tions — it simply won’t be 
worth it. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Any plans for a comfort- 
able day on your own 
terms could get thrown off 
by someone else. You may 
be in the mood to hunker 
down and take things 
gently, but someone might 
show up and demand your 
attention. You may have to 
accept that alone time is 
currently in short supply. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Bounding around like a 
bouncy ball could occupy 
you today, but at least one 
looming responsibility may 
force you to settle down 
and take a seat. You'll likely 
have no problem keep- 

ing yourself busy. Try to 
check any vital tasks off so 
you can get back to the fun 
social whirlwind. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Your efforts to be produc- 
tive could get waylaid by 
something more entertain- 
ing, even if you’re prepared 
to put your nose to the 
grindstone. It’s commend- 
able to want to focus on 
your work, but taking zero 
breaks could be impossi- 
ble. You deserve to enjoy 
yourself today! 


feathered Mormon lead- 
ers Joseph Smith Jr. and 
Sidney Rigdon. 


In1976, the president of 
Argentina, Isabel Peron, 
was deposed by her coun- 


try’s military. 


In1989, the supertanker 
Exxon Valdez ran aground 
on areef in Alaska’s Prince 
William Sound and began 
leaking an estimated 11 
million gallons of crude oil. 


those letter writers. 
Alcoholics have Alco- 
holics Anonymous and 
overweight persons have 
Overeaters Anonymous. 
So, as a person who 
sympathizes with those 
writers, I’d like to know 
what helpful suggestion 
(aside from, in this case, 
telling Hal he really is shal- 
low) or resource there is 
for those of us who feel this 
way about obese people 
but, apparently, shouldn’t. 
Overweight people have 
a huge impact not only on 
their own health, but also 
on those they have rela- 
tionships with, as well as 
on the greater society and 
our health care system. Yet 
itis considered anathema 
to voice negative feelings 
about them. 
— BinColorado 


Dear B: If lecturing, chal- 
lenging or voicing negative 
feelings were proven to 
have an impact on over- 
weight people, forcing 
them into a health jour- 
ney, then I’d say go for it. 
Unfortunately, it doesn’t. 
(And, I need to add, not 
all overweight people are 
unhealthy.) 

The Al-Anon model 
might work for family 
members of food-addicted 
people. 

This is about loving 
detachment and accept- 
ing that you cannot make 
choices for your loved 
ones. But “Shallow Hal,” 
the guy who wrote to me 
griping about his girlfriend 
putting on a few pounds, 
while he was so awesome? 

He was just shallow. And 
there’s no cure for that. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): It might feel like 

you can do as you please 
today, but a matter close 

to home could bubble up 
and demand your atten- 
tion. You’re likely keen on 
following your own path. A 
family member or room- 
mate will create an issue 
demanding your attention. 
Luckily, it shouldn’t derail 
the entire day. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): It’s easy to lose track 
of things today, but fortu- 
nately, other people should 
be able to help you stay on 
track. You could get lost in 
your own world. However, 
you can be sure that even 
if you are taking a break, 
others aren’t. You can 
listen to them, but make up 
your own mind! 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Hanging out with friends 
might sound like music to 
your ears, but the universe 
is playing a different 

tune today. You’re prob- 
ably in a social mood, but 
that vibe gets thrown out 
the window, forcing you 
to cross your t’s and dot 
your i’s. Mundane matters 
demand your attention. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
20): Your ambitions could 
have to take a back seat 

to other desires today. 
You’re primed for achieve- 
ment, but you could run 
out of steam making you 
more interested in your 
own desires. Follow your 
own lead for now — you 
can return to the main 
program tomorrow. 


In1999, NATO launched 
airstrikes against Yugosla- 
via, marking the first time 
that it had ever attacked a 
sovereign country. 


In 2016, a U.N. war crimes 
court convicted former 
Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic of genocide 
and nine other charges for 
orchestrating terror that 
left 100,000 people dead 
during the 1992-1995 war 
in Bosnia. 
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An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at Play Jumble.com mate 
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TV CROSSWORD JUMBLE 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


JO WUSLS, 


‘er eS oe 
Pt] | ee 
ZEEE Bees 
Zane Bees Bee 
Zan Bee eee 
et] Be 
22a eee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


Are you goin 
to take the kids 
swimming? 





©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


Look, | have 
a conference call 
and a ton of emails. 


ert | te 


et 


“|| Le tee Pe 


ae 


ett te 


Za 


eT Pi | Leet | | 


Za 





et 


“| | Ee | | | 


Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


ACROSS 
1 Winehouse and Brenneman 
5 Actor Newhart 
8 Jethro Bodine’s portrayer 
9“ __ of Two Cities” 
12 Reed or Mills 
13 Actress on “The Golden Girls” 
14 Arguments 
15 Robert De 
16 “Boys Don’t __”; Hilary Swank 
film 
18 ___ boots; footwear for Jean- 
Claude Killy 
19 Actor Grant 
20 Fashion designer Christian 
21 Actor Barry of “Cold Case” 
23 Bixby and Clinton 
24 “__ Improvement” 
25 “Let’s Make a __” 
26 Juice flavor 
28 Demolish, as a building 
29 Lasso 
30 One of the Maverick brothers 
32 Jacuzzi 
35 Texter’s laugh 
36 “Win, Lose or __” 





|A|M|Y|S Him B | O| Bi 


T|H/O|M BB || LIL} S) 

|H1O| M/E RM D/E/AIL| 
GIRIA| Pl ERB R/AIZ]E 
RIO|PLEMEBIRIE|TMES|P|A 
iL O|L ME O/ RI Awa slolul|P. 
MIAIR| | OLN EE S|TIO[NIE 
IS|NIE|A|K Mm H/AIN| K 

Ol Ll ME |G/G}s 


4/30/17 


WLU TMIDUNE VCOTILEML AYQCUCy, LLU ee 
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KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES 


Sa» 


4/23/17 


37 “Duck __”; Marx Brothers movie 

38 Actress Ross of “Happy Days” 

40 Actress Sharon __ 

41“ _ Previews”; Siskel and Ebert 
series 

42 Dad on “King of the Hill” 

43 “Grand __ Opry” 

44 Omelet maker’s need 


DOWN 
“Don’t judge ___ by its cover” 
Matt LeBlanc sitcom 
Strong urges 
Mrs. in Madrid 
Troy Gentile’s role on “The 
Goldbergs” 
School bus driver on “The 
Simpsons” 
7 “__! Humbug!” 
10 Actress on “Fresh Off the Boat” 
11 Actor Flynn 
12 Kildare and Quinn: abbr. 
13 “The Fresh Prince of Bel-__” 
15 “__ That Tune” 
17 Calendar periods: abbr. 
19 “Here __ the Brides” 
20 Actress Cameron 
22 “Chicago __”; Mandy Patinkin 
series 
23 “__ the Clock” 


oO aRWNM— 


O 
TIRIE|S|S| 
SJEJA[RIC/H] | |NIG 








Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 





THE ALLIGATOR WAS 
STRESSED OUT BECAUSE 
HE WAS —— 











~ Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
Z suggested by the above cartoon. 


: YN VV WV WY YY NY ON 
print anewer nere:( YY XX ALS 
NAN. WAN LUA VAN LAIN LAN _LA 

Jumbles: DOILY BRAVE PILLOW SYMBOL 


Answer: The alligator was stressed out because he 
was — SWAMPED 


Va 
iN 
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ARROW WORDS 


Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 


Spain in 
Spanish 


Classis 
orange 
soda 


Little fish 


Former 
Steelers 
coach 
Chuck 


Mil. flying 
branch 


Leaky tire 
sound 


Day-__ 


: Cultural 
Stride ‘ paint 


Little lice 


Indications 


Greek 
letter 


Wonder of 
music 


Grocery 
carriers 


, it the 
thi" 


3| 


Minor 
player 


Walker, 
on signs 








25 Bob Barker’s successor 
26 Monogram for burlesque 


: Fabric dye _ 

entertainer Gypsy 

27 “Trailers for sale or rent, ___ to 
let, fifty cents...” 

30 “2 Girls” 

31 Galloped 

33 Hoodlums 

34 King Kong, for one Daly of 

36 “__ M for Murder”; Grace Kelly we ae _ 
thriller 

37 Male deer 


39 Early Oldsmobile 
40 “Murder, __ Wrote” 





©2020 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. 


7 
Not inert 


BERR 
EMOeCLERMEEE 


Memorial 
designer 
Maya 


ied 
TO 
an 
6 
a 
ial 
c[ 
=a 
a 
Ct 
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Find 5 differences 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz 








rews McMeel 


| N IF YOU SMELL A TRUFFLE, 







forldwide LLC, Dist. by And 


-\ 
ms 
N 

its We 


_T YOU'VE BEEN DIVORCED A 
P) YEAR? A YEAR? ANP 
: ER TOLD ME? 


Andrews McMeel! Syndication ©1997 G.B 





THE OFFICE GOT A NEW COFFEE MAKER. IT ADJUSTS 
FOR WATER HARDNESS, GRINDS BEANS, TAKES 
SIMARTPHONE. COMMANDS AND TELLS THE 
TIME IN FIVE TIME ZONES. 


ALi ‘ S 
Z HOW'S THE W &/ 
Oe | COFFEE? 
WW y ¥) 







(Wee: ; S 
eS. 


e- 
wy >. 











POINT TO WHERE IT 15, 
AND I'LL Di6 IT UP 


Distributed by Andrews McMee! Syndication 
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co 
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Dustin By Steve Kelley & Jeff Parker 





DON'T LAUGH’ HELEN... 
HE'S THE BEST TECH- 
SUPPORT PERSON 
ON THE BLOCK. 


SIT ALONE IN MY ROOM 


HURLING [NSULTS AT TOTAL |: 
STRANGERS TUL NEVER MEETS | 


ps SRI) AY SIS SIND SIONS 2 EIS DO AMAA NANA NS WHR Seer SE Wide eid ui 

tS Seen eas sienas romeo & So REESE 3 Rocco Soe mananaionanctoanctans ecco anetieoesenias ecacnarasomanaton saeco Raseaaottoctaton ere 
Seeceasiny soaee Sees ste ees te 

ERR a Se renee ® oe 2 


(ie Goneuouieceeee: cece ceeeeeneeee nema 
IES See Sie ceri See ce eee Se 


dreams o 


Se = on 
a 


ea ee ie F , 


> —_ 
2 — 


oo 


T CANT BELIEETHE!\ 
ICANT BELIEVE 
YOUDLEAVEMIKE | 


1 DON'T KNOW. T HAVEN'T 
FIGURED THAT PART OUT YET. 










YOU AND 
ME BOTH, 
BROTHER 


I HATE IT WHEN 
I WALK INTO A 
SPIDERWEB! 


mM DAVSS 3-24 








WTA a 0 
©2022 Steve Kelley & Jeff Parker, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 


ae =) 
3-24 - 


MAYBE IM MORE 
OF A SOCIAL 
BUTTERFLY THAN 
T THOUGHT. 


Pies 
ee 
KD 


; AND ' IT’s 
LOOKS LIKE PROBABLY 





a 





Arctic Circle By Alex Hallatt 


'D LIKE To CUCLE, BUT 
ISN'T IT PANGEROUS 


Nour parents let 
You drive a 


snowmobile 
all by Yourself? 






Get Fuzzy By Darb 


IVS 
PROBABLY {2 
YOUR OWN | 


FEAR OF 
INADEQUACY. 


’M HAVING LUNCH WITH WINONA ) 


re eoaw (YOU HAVE MORE 


PATIENCE THAN 
100 





2022 by King Features 





THERE ARE MORE TRAUMATIC 
INJURIES IN THE SHOWER! 


Syndicate 


© 2022 Alex Hallatt, dist. by King Features 


alexhallatt.com 





www.gocomics.com 
©2022 Ruff Sketch, Inc 


YOU SEEM TO BE A 
TEXTBOOK DELUSIONAL 
EGOTIST WITH ANGER 
MANAGEMENT (SSUES, 
AND I BeT YOU AKE 
USED TD USING YOUR 
SIZE AS AN EXCUSE 
FOR YOUR LACK CF 


“PUT 
POWER ... HURT 


GoComics.com 3/24 





HER STORIES ABOUT HER LIFE 
al TT THING LAND, TIMES BORE 
SuE'S PICKED. ME TO TEARS 


UP ON THAT 
oy 
y” Bs 


(DUS Fr, 


Syndicate, Inc. World Rights rese: 


© 














A 
PLATYPUS. 
\ aoe 4 2 Y 


BUT IT'S BEST NOT To 
Do Bet! 


= YOU NOT 
To WASH 4YouR 
UNICYCLE IN 





HOWEVER , I 


ON You” 


U SHE PROMISED TO TELL THEM 
WITH ALTERNATE ENDINGS FROM 
NOW ON 














Dilbert By Scott Adams 


FROM THAT DAY 
ON, EVERYTHING THAT 
HAPPENED IN THIS SAD 
THING YOU CALL YOUR 
REALITY WAS BECAUSE 
I THOUGHT IT WOULD 

BE FUNNY. 


YEARS AGO, 
I DISCOVERED A 
WAY TO HACK THE 
SIMULATION. 


YOU'RE A 
MONSTER. 


HUMOR 
S SUB— 
JECTIVE. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


DILBERT.COM 
3-24-22 2022 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 





NOW, IF ONLY ALL THOSE 
STIFFS DION’T OWE YOU 
MONEY FOR THEI BETS. 


RUBIN & WHIGHAM 


FOUR BOMBS AND 
A FREE THROW 
FROM PRANIT 
SMITH —13 POINTS! 

4) 





/ NO WORRIES. 
THAT'S HANOLEO! 


'M ALL 


| SAW YOU GO UP THE HILL, MS. c! | Mallia | | (CAN Sit OVER THERE 
| THOUGHT YOU MIGHT NEED IF YOU WANT « 
HELP OR SOMETHING! ! Pg 
OH ee 7a tt vy, N 
hs SS aff 4 iy 


-«% 
aetece- 
es 


PICTURES WE HAVE |SP” THANKS.SHE ALSO HASA We 
~= AND CAN SEND. | 8) LIST OF NAME SUGGESTIONS YY a cuoice, BUT 
PLENTY OF 'EM. 


i FOR YOU -- THOUGH I TOLD HER fy 7y4NWK HER 


SARAH IS SO 
EXCITED ABOUT 
YOUR BABY. SHE 
WANTS TO SEE 
MORE PICTURES. 


%. 
Ske 
oe 
vagy 
tee 
iA 
Sr 
“a 


YOU PROBABLY HAVE YOUR OWN J | 
. IDEAS ON THAT. a ANYWAY. 


US ON THE LANDLINE? WHY DO WE 


WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME ANYONE CALLED 
EVEN STILL HAVE A LANDLINE? 


* * 
Pie oe  — CAEMAMPAIaisifertsiy 
Pitre j DSEAIMEAEA PARISI SS. 
ire 4§ "dibetaltstsdtareitaresrs 
Peace tes 


eece . 
Cee c ee teste te 
eerste este eet. 





FRIENDS CAN ALWAYS. 
HELP YOU THROUGH 
TOUGH TINES! 


STRIKES... 


YOU NEED 
TO TURN TO 
FRIENDS! 










A GOING TO THE SUPERMARKET f 
H WAS FUN, AND Z STARTED f]. 
LOOKING FORWARD TO IT | 
EACH WEEK! 







FOR FUTURE 
REFERENCE! 


NV 


, Inc. Distributed by North A 


funkywinkerbean.cor 
Syndicate Inc. All Rights Reserved 


v; a 





WILL HAVE 10 
RESPOND 10 YOUR 
* CALL LATER, 


w.gocomics.com 


COMMANDER, THE HUN 
ARMY APPROACHES! 


WE'LL HEAD THEM OFF 
WITH A THREE-PRONGED 
ATTACK! 


we THEY HAD FOUR PRONGS 


Facebook.com/WizardOfld 


@©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 


~~ 


thas) Dist. by Creators 





Wizardofld.com 


THIS If THE 1G, AND 
THAT’S THE LOO. 


Filler, 
©2022 RwWo STUDIOS DIST. BY KING FEATURES _ GET A Pruut at RHVMICSWITHORANGE.COM / HILARY . Price 3:24 


PERSONALLY, L THINK 
WY YORKIE'S GOT MORE 
DEPTH, BUT FORTUNATELY, 
T WAS ABLE TO 
IMPROVISE A FAIRLY 
DECENT ROTTWEILER... 


Wey 
aq; 
i 

a 


©2022 JimMeddickss» 


Ss) 
aS V7 
to 





O3-24 www.fborfw.com 


B.C. By Hart 


@John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 


I DO LOVE FISHING, 
BUT IT CAN BE SOOO 
BORING. 


JohnHartStudios.com 


HERE'S A TREAT, OTTO. 
THERE’S PLENTY MORE FOR 
YOU IF YOU LET ME KNOW 

WHEN SARGE IS AROUND 


DITTO MADE ME 
FALL OFF THE 
TEETER-TOTTER! 


I'M LETTING YOU GO 
AFTER TODAY'S BATTLE 
\(— YOU DON'T SHOW ME 

WHAT YOU CAN Do’ 


TECH SUPPORT... 
MAN. | HELP NOU? 


CAN Nol DESCRIBE THE 
PROBLEN YOU'RE HANING? 


WELL..UM JUST 
STUCK (N ONE 


FIRST, CLOSE 
THE PROGRAM 
THAT'S GINING 


DO YOU THINK 
THEN'RE GOING 10 
PUT OUT A FIRE? 


Ie Rar 
and 9 
PLT} I 


an 


\'M LOOKING AT THAT 
COOPER'S HAWK UP ON 
THAT POLE. | BOUGHT 
THIS GUIDEBOOK SO 
| CAN LEARN ABOUT 
SOME OF THE BIRDS 
AROUND HERE. 


ARE You HE 
LOOKING AT 


EACH BIRD, I'M 


EAT! TM 
LEARNING SOMUCH 
ABOUT JEREMY. 


©2022 ZIrs Partnership. Dist by King Features 


WHE 
© 2022 UFS, Inc. 
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My 
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©2022 Grimmy, Inc, Distributed by King Features Inc. grimmy.com 







NO, BARRY, THEY'RE 
GOING TO A A/E- 
EATING CONTEST. 





\T TELLS ALL ABOUT 


LITTLE CONFUSED 
THOUGH, IT SAYS 
THE COOPER'S HAWK 
HAS REDDISH BARS ON 
HIS UNDERPANTS. 








WE THOUGHT YOoR 
PUPPY WOULD LIKE TO 
PLAY WITH SOMEONE 
-~)) HER OWN AGES 


Lee , 
a 





Dist. by Creators 


ALITTLE 
LATE, 
OTTO 








WE SANS Nou 
KUNE To GET 6oT 
oF THE BOAT 





GOCOIIGS.CONM / NONGEQUITOUR, 


WILEN INK @EARTRLINK. NET 


stoppit, U 
BONS, 


l HATE 
SMART 
ANSWERS! 






| THINK IT SAYS 
UNDERPARTS . 


WELL, THAT 
MAKES MORE 


A 






© 2010 Brian Crane, dist. by Washington Post Writers Group 


BE SURE TO 
FILL MEIN 
WHEN 40U 
GET BACK. 










— 


Ss 
\ / 4 - 





Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication 


® BE PRPARED POR OUR 
MOMENT IN THe SPOTLION 
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CROSSWORD 
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Across the answers to 11 “Full attention 42 Old Elton label 
1 Tug starred clues here” 46 Spenser’s “The 

5 Grinding away 65 Clear 12 Day planner __ Queene” 

9 Havebecause of 66 First name in abbr. 48 57-Across 

14 English horn stunts 13 Birth units: Abbr. sister brand, 
cousin 67 Put onboard 18 Driver’s role on labels 

15 Hill by aloch 68 Feints on the ice in “Star Wars” 50 Orientation 

16 Spacecraft 69 Mends, ina way sequels “sensor” 
dockedatthe 70 Wear 23 Bollywood 51 Bagel Bites 
ISS strings brand 

17 *Be silly Down 25 Iridescentgem 53 Modern 

19 Joints often 1 Rustic type 26 Block at a pass? checkout 
replaced 2 Withstands 27 Puton devices 

20 Mag staff 3 Silently 28 Gps. like 54 Comes down 

21 12/31, é@.g. acknowledges Partners In hard? 

22 Exams for 4. Mauna Health 55 Itmaybe 
aspiring judges, 5 Higher than 33 “How silly of massaged 
briefly 6 Most faithful me!” 56 “Sons of 

24 *Loosenup 7 Novelist 34 Can’t stand the Anarchy” 

29 Sponge (up) McEwan idea of actress 

30 Student’shurdle g 2021 Emmy 36 Safety __ Sagal 

31 Universal winner for 38 Whale newborn 60 Corny, maybe 
donor's type, Outstanding 39 Have trouble 61 Colorist’s 
briefly Comedy Series closing the concern 

32 Recipe word 9 Liam’s suitcase, maybe 63 Hail, inahymn 

35 “Like, “Schindler’s List” 40 Fancy dressers 64 Tolkien’s 
yesterday!” role 4] Prince who Legolas, 

37 “Hunan Report” 10 Is unacceptable inspired Dracula for one 
author 

oe a 
Canyon 
traveler 

42 Dallas 
hoopster 

43 Sub 

44 Broadcast [20 21 22 123 
fromnecs | | | fm | | Mm | | | | 
Studio8H [4 25 26 27-128 

ss score =f | | PTT | Pt ttt | 
symbol 29 30 31 

ote ZT) TT eee 
toggle 32 133 134 35 36 37 

49 Previously aa Ene Bee 

52 *Nycto- 38 39 40 41 
phobic PPE} TPE TE? | Py 

57 
cates [TT MT TT 
poms FFT TP MT ee 

58 Hound 

9 agimaive FTP TPP 
vote 

60 Catherine ey yt yy 
of “A Mighty 
Wind” 

62 Shortened 
version of a 
pop song... 
and a hint 70 
cownat’s [| | | | Mi | | | Mi] | [ 
hidden in 

By Joe Deeney Tribune Content Agency 3/24/22 
BRIDGE 
BY STEVE BECKER 


and exited with a heart, and declarer later 
lost another diamond trick to go down one. 


South dealer. 
East-West vulnerable. 


a a 7 West’s king-of-diamonds return was 
V8 63 not just a wild shot. He had deduced from 
ae 6 . the bidding and play that South had the 
WEST Q EAST diamond ace and was also likely to hold 
2AQ 4652 three or four diamonds. West therefore 
V1097 VI542 could visualize that after he regained the 
#KJ10842 47 
HOA &110652 lead with the trump ace, East would be 
SOUTH able to ruff dummy’s queen of diamonds, 
@Kk J 103 most likely resulting in defeat of the 
YAK Q contract 
#A95 
&A73 Note that West had to lead specifically 
The bidding: the king of diamonds to stop the contract. 
Sais Niles a ae Ifhe returned, say, the jack instead, declarer 
34 Pass Aa would win with dummy’s queen and return 


a trump to West’s ace. When West now 
played the king of diamonds, East could 
ruff or discard, but either way, South would 


Opening lead — ten of hearts. 


Seeing Is believing 


Some plays in bridge are so rare that it make four spades. 
is not worth the effort to try to remember Tomorrow: Bidding quiz. 
them, so you'll know what to do the next JUMBLE 


time they arise. You would be better 
advised to hope that if the rara avis 
presents itself again, you'll be able to find 
the winning play by relying on your own 
common sense. 

Take this case where South reached four 
spades on the bidding shown and West led 
the ten of hearts. Declarer won with the 
queen, East following with the deuce, led a 
club to dummy’s queen and returned the 
nine of spades, losing to West’s queen. 

It was at this point that West made a 
most remarkable play. He returned the king 
of diamonds! This left South with no way 
to make the contract, regardless of how he 
continued. 

In practice, he won the king of diamonds 
with the ace and led another trump. West 
took his ace and returned the jack of 
diamonds to dummy’s queen. East ruffed 


BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


It's 10 Are you 
o'clock. ready to be 





EVERYONE WAS READY, THE 
BAPTISM CEREMONY WAS 
GOING TO START --- 










| C) (XO 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 





Now arrange the circled letters 
©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. 


“CX TK)” ees 
a ee es es ee es ee es ee 
(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: APART PLUSH DISMAY HAPPEN 


Answer: Ron Howard directed Tom Hanks and Daryl 
Hannah in a movie that — MADE A SPLASH 


Yesterday's 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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in bold borders) contains R[U[NINTY| R|B| 1] S| IU] L| | 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- ic{R{U]DJElo/ 1 {L/BAlR/RI/ElLIs| 
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visit www.sudoku.org.uk slETRIVIE(SMELIEIAIN 

DL ITRIT/Y(M/A[RIT] TINT | | 
T{A|H|O} EM E|A/R|S DION, 
|A|G|O|G HRB D/A|M|O|N BF /O/O[T| 
IN{A|Y ME K/O/ B/E BE S/UIL| K[S| 
GIRIAIP/H]I|CIN/O|V/E|L 

HIA|T]SMBRIETALL| TY) 
LIA|S|1|K BB S|A|T HE S|H/E[S| 
E[X{PILI LIC] I/TICIO[N| TIE|N| T 
IN{OJE|LMMO/PIA|L MMAIO/RITIAl 
AIN|D]Y MB/A[B/EMS|PIE/AlR| 


TODAY'S SUDOKU 


Complete the grid so each 
row, column and 3-by-3 box 


ANSWER TO 
PREVIOUS PUZZLE 
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SPORTS & CORONAVIRUS 


NYC: Unvaccinated 
athletes allowed to 
play home games 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — New York 
City’s mayor will announce 
Thursday that he’s exempt- 
ing athletes and perform- 
ers from the city’s vaccine 
mandate for private work- 
ers, a move that will allow 
Brooklyn Nets star Kyrie 
Irving to play home games 
and unvaccinated base- 
ball players to take the field 
when their season begins. 

Mayor Eric Adams will 
make the announcement 
Thursday morning and it 


NCAA TOURNAMENT 


Hello, 
world 


Unknown Saint 
Peter’s dancing on the 
boulevard in Jersey 
City as new Cinderella 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 


Jersey City, N.J. — Saint 
Peter’s University is so small, 
one could motor down John F. 
Kennedy Boulevard and drive 
right past it without noticing. 

A pedestrian walkway bears 
the name of the Jesuit-run 
school, but it’s easy to miss the 
5-foot letters amid an urban 
forest of apartment buildings, 
storefronts and duplexes in the 
state’s second-most-populous 
city. 

The Peacocks weren’t just 
little-known nationally before 
this year’s NCAA Tournament. 
They don’t even have a high 
profile locally. Barring traffic, 
it’s a 10-minute drive through 
the Holland Tunnel from the 
tiny campus to Lower Manhat- 
tan, but the city skyline isn’t 
even visible from Run Baby 
Run Arena, the 3,200-seat 
gym where Saint Peter’s laid 
the groundwork for this year’s 
stunning success. 

That’s the beauty of the 
NCAA Tournament, the 
way a school that’s an after- 
thought when the brackets are 
announced — think George 
Mason, Florida Gulf Coast or 
Oral Roberts — can turn into 
the darling of the ball. The 
15th-seeded Peacocks of Saint 
Peter’s (22-11) are this year’s 
Cinderella, and midnight will 
have to wait after they knocked 
off No. 2 seed Kentucky and No. 
7 seed Murray State. 


Turn to Peacocks, Page 4 


SWEET 16 AT A GLANCE 


games 
Arkansas vs. 
Gonzaga 


7:09 p.m., CBS 


Michigan vs. 
Villanova 
7:29 p.m., TBS 


| Texas Tech 
vs. Duke 
9:39 p.m., CBS 


Houston 
vs. Arizona 
4 9:59 p.m., TBS 





INSIDE 
m Capsule previews. Page 5 


will be effective immedi- 
ately, according to a person 
familiar with the upcoming 
announcement who was 
not authorized to discuss it 
publicly. 

The city’s sweeping 
vaccine mandate for work- 
ers will still apply to people 
with other types of jobs, 
including government 
employees. 

Adams had said he felt 
the vaccine rule was unfair 
when it came to athletes 


Turn to Mandate, Page 3 
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After months of controversy, the Nets’ Kyrie Irving (above, 
far right) will be allowed to play home games after New 
York City Mayor Eric Adams is expected to announce 
Thursday that he’s exempting such athletes and 
performers from the city’s vaccine mandate for private 


workers. SETH WENIG/AP 


Inside 


mw Where Yankees, Aaron Judge stand with 
arbitration and extension. Page 2 
m Red Sox, Mets notes. Page 2 


UCONN FOOTBALL 


RED SOX 





Story, ready to settle in 
at 2nd, brings big power 


By Julian McWilliams 
Boston Globe 


FORT MYERS, Fla. — The 
Red Sox made Trevor Story’s 
signing official Wednes- 
day morning, inking the 
infielder to a six-year, $140 
million contract. 

Story walked into JetBlue 
Park around 8:30 a.m., 
flanked by Red Sox chief 
baseball officer Chaim 
Bloom, general manager 
Brian O’Halloran, president 
Sam Kennedy, and manager 
Alex Cora. 

He found his seat in short 
left field, situated between 
Bloom and Cora, and took 
his place as the center of 


UConn defensive lineman Travis Jones runs a drill during the NFL scouting combine March 5 in Indianapolis. BARRON CUMMINGS/AP 


ALL PRO 


Huskies’ Jones has eyes trained 
on the NFL — and vice versa 


attention. 

“This is really a dream 
come true for me to play for 
an organization like Boston,’ 
Story said. “I just have so 
much respect from afar, for 
this team, for this organiza- 
tion. This has been just you 
know, a true privilege for 
me and my family. They’ve 
already made us feel like 
we’re at home here.” 

Story’s signing brings 
expectations that didn’t 
hound him as much as a 
member of the Rockies for 
six seasons: championships. 

His contract, which has 
a club option for the 2028 


Turn to Sox, Page 2 





Dom Amore 


STORRS — They lined up, 


three or four deep in a semicircle 


around Travis Jones. Dozens of 
NFL note-takers watched every 
move Wednesday, looking for 
something they didn’t already 
know. 

Jones didn’t need to impress 
on UConn’s Pro Day, his perfor- 
mances at the Senior Bowl and 
the NFL Combine had already 
catapulted him into the strato- 
sphere of draft projections. He 


did aseries of drills, bursting out 


of a three-point stance, moving 
in acircle, pushing blocking 
them upfield as reps from all 32 
NFL teams looked on. There are 
movements that mean little to the 
untrained eye, but in the mael- 
strom that forms in the middle of 
a line of scrimmage, they matter, 
and the trained eyes have been 
trained on Jones for some time. 

“He’s going to be a dynamic 
NFL player,’ said Lou Spanos, 
UConn’s defensive coordinator 
and formerly an NFL assistant. 
“High football instinct, measur- 
ables, length, speed, explosion, 
and doing what it takes on and 
off the field, it makes a successful 
professional. That’s what Travis 
Jones is.” 

He may have played on an 
historically ineffective UConn 


defense, but Travis Jones, defen- 
sive tackle, could make history in 
the NFL Draft come April 28. The 
top analysts suggest Jones, 6 feet 
4, who weighed in at 333 pounds 
for scouts at UConn, won’t have 
to wait past Day One of the three- 
day draft. ESPN’s Mel Kiper has 
him going to the Bengals at the 
end of the first round at No. 31. 


Jones speaks to reporters at the Indiana Convention Center on March 4 in 
Indianapolis. MICHAEL HICKEY/GETTY 





Several have him going to in the 
20s, others as high as No. 17. 

Jones could be the high- 
est-drafted Husky ever, a distinc- 
tion now shared by Byron Jones 
(2015) and Donald Brown (2009), 
both No. 27 picks. 

Even more important to 


Turn to Jones, Page 4 


“Making it to ‘The League’ and having New Haven on my back and have little kids look up 
to me, that would be important to me. I feel like if I make it, a lot of kids are going to look 
up to me and strive to be a football player, putting in the work, time and effort to make it.” 


— Travis Jones 


Did you know? 


Driving faster not only lessens drivers’ chances of being able to 

stop in time to avoid hitting someone or something. It also means if 
they can’t stop in time, they will hit with greater impact. The greater the 
impact, the greater the chances of causing serious injury or death. 


riscassi-davis.com 


E39] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

UConn WBB: NCAA 
Sweet 16 vs. Indiana, 
Saturday, 2 p.m.; NCAA 
Elite Eight (if necessary) 
vs. Notre Dame/NC State, 
Monday, time TBD; NCAA 
Final Four (if necessary) 
vs. TBD, April 1, time TBD 
Celtics: Timberwolves, 
Sunday, 6 p.m.; at 
Raptors, Monday, 

7:30 p.m.; Heat, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 
Knicks: at Heat, Friday, 
8 p.m.; at Pistons, Sunday, 
3:30 p.m.; Bulls, Monday, 
7:30 p.m. 

Nets: at Heat, Saturday, 
8 p.m.; Hornets, Sunday, 
7:30 p.m.; Pistons, 
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
Bruins: Lightning, 
Thursday, 7 p.m.; 
Islanders, Saturday, 
12:30 p.m.; Maple Leafs, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Rangers: Penguins, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Sabres, 
Sunday, 5 p.m.; at 
Penguins, Tuesday, 7 p.m. 
Wolf Pack: Springfield, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Hershey, 
Saturday, 7 p.m.; Utica, 
Monday, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 
BASEBALL 

1p.m.: Braves at Blue Jays. 
(Live) SPRTNET MLB 
4)p.m.: Cubs at Los 
Angels. (Live) MLB 

8 p.m.: Vanderbilt at 
South Carolina. (Live) 
ESPN2 

BASKETBALL 

4p.m.: NCAA Division 

ll Tournament, First 
Semifinal: Teams TBA. 
(Live) CBSSN 

6:30 p.m.: NCAA Division 
ll Tournament, Second 
Semifinal: Teams TBA. 
(Live) CBSSN 

7p.m.: NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Tournament 
Regional Semifinal: 
Arkansas vs Gonzaga. 
(Live) CBS 

7:30 p.m.: NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Tournament 
Regional Semifinal: 
Michigan vs Villanova. 
(Live) TBS 

9 p.m.: Phoenix Suns at 
Denver Nuggets. (Live) 
NBA 

9:30 p.m.: NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Tournament 
Regional Semifinal: Texas 
Tech vs Duke. (Live) CBS 
10 p.m.: NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Tournament 
Regional Semifinal: 
Houston vs Arizona. (Live) 
TBS 

GOLF 

10:30 a.m.: 

Corales Puntacana 
Championship, First 
Round. (Live) GOLF 
2p.m.: WGC - Dell 
Technologies Match Play, 
Day 2. (Live) GOLF 
HOCKEY 

12 p.m.: NCAA 
Tournament, First Round: 
Harvard vs Minnesota 
State. (Live) ESPNU 
3p.m.: NCAA 
Tournament, First 
Round: Michigan Tech vs 
Minnesota-Duluth. (Live) 
ESPNU 

6 p.m.: NCAA 
Tournament, First Round: 
Notre Dame vs North 
Dakota. (Live) ESPNU 
7p.m.: Lightning at 
Bruins. (Live) NESN 

9 p.m.: NCAA 
Tournament, First Round: 
UMass-Lowell vs Denver. 
(Live) ESPNU 

RUGBY 

4a.m.: NRL Rugby South 
Sydney Rabbitohs vs 
Sydney Roosters. (Live) 
FSP 

SKATING 

1p.m.: Figure Skating ISU 
World Championships, 
Pairs Free. (Live) USA 

3 p.m.: Figure Skating ISU 
World Championships, 
Men’s Short Program. 
(Live) USA 

SOCCER 

3 p.m.: FIFA World Cup 
Qualifying Portugal vs 
Turkey. (Live) ESPN2 
9:30 p.m.: FIFA 
Eliminatorias Copa 
Mundial México vs. 
Estados Unidos. (Live) UNI 
10 p.m.: FIFA World Cup 
Qualifying Costa Rica vs 
Canada. (Live) SPRTNET 
10 p.m.: FIFA World Cup 
Qualifying Mexico vs 
United States. (Live) 
CBSSN 

TENNIS 

11a.m.: ATP/WTA Tennis 
Miami Open, ATP Ist 
Round, WTA 2nd Round. 
(Live) TENNIS 


METS 


Alonso, team didn’t discuss multiyear deal, but he’s happy 


By Tim Healey 
Newsday 


PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. — Pete 
Alonso and the Mets did not broach 
a possible multiyear deal before 
recently agreeing on his 2022 
contract, he said Wednesday, but he 
is open to such negotiations if the 
feeling is mutual. 

This is not a pressing issue for 
either side. Unlike the Yankees’ 
Aaron Judge, who is a scheduled to 
become a free agent after this season, 
Alonso wouldn’t hit the open market 
until after 2024. 

“Maybe in the future it’ll happen, 
but this go-round it was just the 
one-year term,’ Alonso said. 
“Honestly, it’s whatever is offered 
and put on the table. For us, that 
wasn’t on the table at [this] point.” 

Is amultiyear contract something 


Alonso and the Mets might pursue in 
the future? 

For this season the Mets and 
Alonso agreed on a one-year, $7.4 
million pact Tuesday. That is a huge 
jump up from his previous salaries, 
which combined for about $1.47 
million across three seasons — less 
than his $2 million in prize money 
for winning the Home Run Derby 
twice. 

Had they not agreed on a 2022 
salary, they would have gone to an 
arbitration hearing. 

Alonso was happy to avoid that. 

“T’m just really, really blessed and 
fortunate that we were able to get 
something done,” he said. “We came 
to an agreement. We thought it was 
great for both sides. I’m very, very 
pleased with the deal, very pleased.” 


Happy Marte: An outfield align- 


ment tidbit: Starling Marte (sore 
left oblique) played right field in a 
minor-league game Wednesday. He 
has never played that spot in the 
majors. 

So far in camp, with Marte mostly 
sidelined, Brandon Nimmo has prac- 
ticed largely in center field and Mark 
Canha has been in left field. 

Marte’s prescribed workload 
called for him to merely stand 
there and track pitches, not swing, 
when at the plate. But he couldn’t 
help himself during his last at-bat, 
popping a bunt down the third-base 
line for a single. 

He showed no ill effects — and 
seemed to enjoy himself — in 
advancing to third base on the next 
hitter’s double and trying to score 
ona flyout. 


Rave reviews: The Mets are among 


the teams using PitchCom — which 
allows pitchers and catchers to elec- 
tronically and covertly communi- 
cate instead of having catchers call 
pitches with their hands — during 
spring training. Major League Base- 
ball intends to make it the norm, 
though not necessarily this year. 

“T’ve heard a lot of good feedback 
on it,’ manager Buck Showalter 
said. “I think it’s probably going to 
be when, not if” 


Pitching plans: Chris Bassitt and 
Carlos Carrasco will face Mets 
minor-leaguers Thursday afternoon 
instead of pitching in the Grape- 
fruit League night game against the 
Marlins. 

The team made that switch 
because expected rain threatens 
the Miami matchup. Each pitcher 
is scheduled to throw three innings. 








Daal 


New Red Sox shortstop Trevor Story smiles as he speaks to the media at JetBlue Park on 


Wednesday in Fort Myers, Florida. STEVE HELBER/AP 


Sox 


from Page 1 


season, will be part of the 
story. He’ll have to live up 
to it. 

“Trevor’s work on the 
field speaks for itself,” 
Bloom said. “He’s been one 
of the most dynamic players 
in the game. He impacts the 
game in every facet, [play- 
ing] the field on a daily basis, 
his athleticism plays on both 
sides of the ball. And he’s 
been both a run producer 
and a premium defender in 
the middle of the field.” 

A shortstop in Colorado, 
Story will play second base 
for the Sox, with Xander 
Bogaerts remaining at short- 
stop — at least through this 
season. Story said his new 
double play partner was 
one of the players to reach 
out and gave a recruiting 
pitch. 

“We talked on the phone 
for a little bit, and those 
things stay between us,” 
Story said. “But he didn’t 
have to do that. And I think it 
just kind of showed his char- 
acter and speaks to the kind 
of guy that he is.” 


RED SOX NOTES 


As for second base, Story 
doesn’t believe it will be 
that much of an adjust- 
ment, saying that he spent a 
chunk of time there during 
his minor league days. Story 
also nursed an elbow injury 
last year, one that he said 
he’s fully recovered from. 

Offensively, Story is 
looking for a bounce-back 
season after hitting .251 
with 23 homers in 2021. He 
harnesses an electric bat, 
belting the most homers by a 
shortstop (158) since enter- 
ing the league in 2016. 

Questions remain around 
those numbers, considering 
how the ball travels at Coors 
Field, but if you take into 
account his pull-side power 
and Fenway Park’s short 
wall in left field, playing in 
Boston might inflate Story’s 
stats even more. 

Story certainly believes it 
to be anon-issue. He implied 
that he'll feel better playing 
in Boston because he won’t 
have to deal with the recov- 
ery required of Colorado’s 
high altitude. 

“Other than that, I think 
baseball is baseball,” Story 
said. “It’s played at every park. 
That’s just kind of the way 


that I’ve always looked at.” 

Story is one of the faster 
players in baseball. He 
stands 6 feet 2 inches, 213 
pounds but can move. 
When Cora returned as Sox 
manager last season, he felt 
his team was a step behind, 
with baseball shifting back 
to a speed approach. Story 
helps change that. 

“We’re going to be better 
in that aspect,” Cora said. 
“We’re more athletic. It’s 
not about stealing bases, just 
decisions, and he’s an elite 
baserunner. So from that 
aspect, we became better. 
And I think the knowledge 
and then the communica- 
tion factor, I think he’s going 
to help his teammates.” 

The season begins two 
weeks from Thursday, 
meaning Story has little time 
to begin his progression in 
what was already a short- 
ened spring. But he will be 
ready to begin the season. 
He knows his next chapter 
awaits. 

“The fans, everybody 
involved, cares just as much 
as we do.” Story said. “I can’t 
wait to get to Fenway and 
play in front of the Red Sox 
fans.” 


Once again, slider has become a 
key part of Eovaldi’s mix of pitches 


By Julian McWilliams 
Boston Globe 


FORT MYERS, Fla. — New Twins third 
baseman Gio Urshela has experience facing 
Nate Eovaldi. Over the course of three 
seasons as a Yankee, Urshela got to know 
Eovaldi’s tendencies and how the Sox starter 
likes to weaponize his full arsenal of pitches. 

But in the second inning of the Twins’ 
Grapefruit League matchup Wednesday 
against the Red Sox, Urshela was confused 
after seeing the spin on a specific pitch, 
according to manager Alex Cora. So, he 
stepped out of the box and uttered a ques- 
tion to catcher Christian Vazquez: 

“Was that a slider?” Urshela asked. 

Vazquez nodded his head, confirming 
Urshela’s observation. 

Eovaldi implemented a five-pitch mix last 
season that took his game to another strato- 
sphere. That, and a healthy season, helped 
turn Eovaldi into a first-time All-Star. He 
ultimately finished with a 3.75 ERA in 32 
starts as the Red Sox ace. But he had little feel 
for his slider, a pitch he threw the third-most 
behind his four-seam fastball and curveball, 
respectively. 

“T like the mix because of the velocity 
change in each pitch, but the slider I felt like 
was the most inconsistent,” Eovaldi noted. “It 
would be aslurve at times, then a little loopy. 
I wanted to get something that’s coming in 
hard and has a little bit more depth.” 

Ironically, the slider was one of Eoval- 


di’s go-to weapons when he first entered 
the league in 2011. But after recovering 
from Tommy John surgery and returning 
in 2018, Eovaldi once again had little feel for 
the slider and virtually dumped it from his 
repertoire. 

Eovaldi pitched four scoreless frames 
Wednesday in a game the Twins won, 10-4. 


Devers confirms no extension talks: The 
Red Sox and third baseman Rafael Devers 
avoided arbitration Tuesday, agreeing to a 
$11.2 million deal for the 2022 season. 

Devers, who hit his first homer of the 
spring Wednesday, has turned himself into 
one of the premier young talents in the 
majors and certainly a cornerstone within 
the Red Sox organization. But Devers, who 
is set to become a free agent after 2023, 
confirmed Wednesday that he and the Sox 
have yet to talk about an extension beyond 
next season. 

“(The team] hasn’t spoken to me, person- 
ally,’ Devers said. “But they know how I feel 
about the organization. I know they’re fond 
of me as well. But currently, right now, we 
haven’t had any talks.” 

Devers said ideally he doesn’t want to 
have talks during the season, adding that he 
wants to just focus on the season without any 
distractions. His future beyond 2023 isn’t a 
priority. 

“Obviously I’ve been here for so long,” 
Devers said. “This is home for me. We'll see 
what happens at the end of the year.” 


YANKEES 


Where does Judge 
arbitration and 
extension stand? 


By Kristie Ackert 
New York Daily News 


TAMPA, FLA. — Aaron 
Judge was disappointed, 
but not surprised that 
he could not come to an 
agreement on a deal to 
avoid arbitration on Tues- 
day. The Bombers’ slugger 
is still hopeful that some- 
thing — a one-year deal or 
a contract extension — can 
be worked out in the next 
14 days, before his deadline 
of Opening Day. 

“T think both sides want 
to avoid getting to that 
situation and having to go 
in that room and kind of 
fight each other a little bit 
and bring out the boxing 
gloves,” Judge said, “but 
I’m prepared for it.” 

Judge, who made $10.17 
million last year, filed for 
$21 million. The Yankees 
countered at $17 million. 
The slugger, who will turn 
30 next month, said that 
began some conversations 
between the Yankees and 
his agent Page Odle. 

Arbitration, where the 
team argues that a player is 
worth less than he believes, 
can get ugly and the last 
time a Yankee ended up 
there it did. Dellin Betances 
was vocally unhappy 
when the Yankees belit- 
tled his contributions and 
it became a big story. Judge 
was in the spring train- 
ing clubhouse, a friend of 
Betances’ and knows how 
this can change a relation- 
ship between player and 
team. 

“I’m optimistic, but it’s 
a short window, you know 
what I am saying?” Judge 
said Wednesday afternoon 
before the Yankees’ spring 
training game against the 
Orioles at George M. Stein- 
brenner Field. “We'll see 
what happens. ... I kind of 
want to get this arbitration 
stuff over with and see if 
we can settle on something 
there. 

“But if not, you know, 
head to the courts and see 
what happens.” 

Managing partner Hal 
Steinbrenner and GM 
Brian Cashman have said 
publicly they would like 
Judge to remain a Yankee 
and that they expect those 
talks to begin soon. 

“IT think both sides do 
want to come to an agree- 
ment so I think we’re 
both not really too happy 
not being able to settle on 
something and kind of 


work through it,” Judge 
said. “I think we’ve still 
got time. We both filed 
numbers but that doesn’t 
mean that the communi- 
cation stops. Hopefully we 
can continue to commu- 
nicate and kind of find a 
number that works for 
both of us.” 

The 29-year-old is 
coming off one of his most 
complete years in the big 
leagues. 

The three-time All-Star 
slashed .287/.373/.544 
with a.916 OPS, 39 homers 
and 93 RBI in 148 games in 
2021 According to Base- 
ball Savant, Judge was 
among the league leaders 
in average exit velocity 
(95.8 miles per hour), max 
exit velo (119) and hard-hit 
percentage (58.4%). He led 
the Yankees in WAR (5.4). 

Overall, his six years 
in the big leagues have 
been exceptional, aver- 
aging 276/.386/.553 and a 
.940 OPS. He was the 2017 
Rookie of the Year, runner 
up to Jose Altuve in that 
same season and a Home 
Run Derby champion. 

One major league exec- 
utive suggested a five-year, 
$185 year deal would be a 
good one for Judge. He 
used comps from Alex 
Bregman and George 
Springer for a contract 
guideline. Bregman signed 
a five-year $100-million 
extension with the Astros 
in his age-25 season. 
Springer signed a six-year, 
$150 million deal with the 
Blue Jays after the 2020 
season, when he was 31. 

“We’re gonna have to 
engage in order to get 
a contract. When that 
happens, we’re not going 
to say or predict, but we’re 
on the clock obviously 
between now and his free 
agency. And if nothing gets 
done prior to free agency 
obviously it doesn’t mean 
we don’t want him, he can 
come back as a free agent 
too,’ Cashman said last 
week. “So we’re the only 
team that can talk to him 
now. At some point those 
conversations will happen 
or will happen and we'll try 
to keep it as private as we 
can. But like anything else, 
just like trades and free 
agents, you just got to be 
on the same page and find 
common ground. 

“We’re happy he’s a 
Yankee and it’ll be great if 
we can make it longer than 
this year.” 





The Yankees’ Aaron Judge bats during the first inning of 
a spring training game against the Phillies on Monday in 
Tampa, Florida. LYNNE SLADKY/AP 


REGIONAL DIGEST 
UConn baseball tops Bryant 


Erik Stock had three hits, including a 
home run, scored two runs and drove in 
two more to lead the UConn baseball team 
to a 9-1 nonconference win over Bryant at 
Elliot Ballpark in Storrs on Wednesday. The 
Huskies (15-4) were returning from an eight- 


game trip to California in which they went 
5-3 and were playing just their second game 
at home. 

T.C. Simmons also had a home run and 
three RBI as part of an 11-hit UConn attack. 
Cole Chudoba (1-0) started for the Huskies 
and went four innings allowing just five hits 
and striking out seven for the win. 

— Staffreport 


Wolf Pack fall to 
Springfield, 3-1 


The first-place Springfield Thunderbirds 
scored three unanswered goals and defeated 
the Hartford Wolf Pack 3-1in an AHL Atlan- 
tic Division game at the XL Center. Matt 
Lorito gave Hartford (28-21-5-2) the early 
lead with his seventh goal of the season, 


scoring on the power play at 9:18 of the first 
period. Matthew Peca pulled Springfield 
even at 5:29 of the second. Sam Anas and 
Dakota Joshua each scored in the third to 
seal the win for the Thunderbirds (33-19-5- 
2). Hartford, losers of five of its last six, meets 
Springfield again on Friday at 7 p.m. at the 
XL Center. 

— Staffreport 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC Ww LL PCT’ GB 
Philadelphia 44 27 .620 - 
Boston 45 28 .616 — 
Toronto 40 32 .556 4% 
Brooklyn 38 34 .528 6% 
New York 30 42 .417 14% 
SOUTHEAST W LL PCT GB 
y-Miami 47 25 .653 - 
Charlotte 3/7 35 «6.514 10 
Atlanta 36 36 .500 11 
Washington 30 41 .423 16% 
Orlando 20 53 .274 27% 
CENTRAL W LL PCT’ GB 
Milwaukee 45 27 .625 — 
Chicago 42 30 .583 k] 
Cleveland 41 31  .569 4 
Indiana 25 47 .347 20 
Detroit 19 53 .264 26 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

SOUTHWEST Ww  L PCT GB 
Memphis 49 23 .681 - 
Dallas 44 28 .611 5 
New Orleans 30 42 .417 19 
San Antonio 28 44 .389 21 
Houston 18 54 .250 31 
NORTHWEST W LL PCT’ GB 
Utah 45 27 .625 — 
Denver 43 30 .589 2% 
Minnesota 42 31 .575 3% 
Portland 27 44 .380 17% 
Oklahoma City 20 52 .278 25 
PACIFIC Ww  L PCT GB 
x-Phoenix 58 14. .806 — 
Golden State 47 25. .653 11 
L.A. Clippers 36 38 .486 23 
L.A. Lakers 31 41 = .431 27 
Sacramento 25 48 .342 33% 


x-Clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 


WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 
Atlanta at Detroit, late 

New York at Charlotte, late 
Sacramento at Indiana, late 
Brooklyn at Memphis, late 
Golden State at Miami, late 
Utah at Boston, late 

Orlando at Oklahoma City, late 
Phoenix at Minnesota, late 
Houston at Dallas, late 
Philadelphia at L.A. Lakers, late 
San Antonio at Portland, late 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Cleveland at Toronto, 7:30p.m. 
Chicago at New Orleans, 8p.m. 
Indiana at Memphis, 8p.m. 
Washington at Milwaukee, 8p.m. 
Phoenix at Denver, 9p.m. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 
Orlando 94, Golden State 90 
Atlanta 117, New York 111 
Milwaukee 126, Chicago 98 
Denver 127, L.A. Clippers 115 


MOST TURNOVERS, 2021-22 


PLAYER ™ TPG TO A 
Russell Westbrook LAL 3.8 271 508 
Trae Young Atl 4.0 267 625 
Luka Doncic Dal 4.6 256 479 


James Harden TOT 4.5 249 562 


Nikola Jokic Den 3.7 243 526 
Julius Randle NY 3.4 237 354 
Darius Garland Cle 3.9 224 500 
Stephen Curry GS 3.2 206 404 


Karl-Anthony Towns Min 3.1 206 246 
LaMelo Ball Char 3.1 203 480 
CadeCunningham Det 3.6 203 304 
Jayson Tatum Bos 2.9 198 295 
Gi. Antetokounmpo Mil 3.3 196 350 
through Tuesday 


TENNIS 


MIAMI OPEN 

At Tennis Center at Crandon Park, 
Miami, hardcourt outdoors 

MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 128 
Hugo Gaston d. Emilio Nava, 6-2, 6-1. 
Brandon Nakashima d. 

Kwon Soon Woo, 6-1, 7-5. 
Francisco Cerundolo d. 

Tallon Griekspoor, 7-5, 4-6, 6-3. 
Jack Draper d. Gilles Simon, 7-5, 6-1. 
Juan Manuel Cerundolo d. 

Dusan Lajovic,, 6-3, 7-5. 
Mackenzie McDonald d. 

Dominik Koepfer, 6-7(8), 6-4, 6-4. 
Henri Laaksonen d. Benoit Paire, 

7-6(8), 1-6, 6-4. 

Daniel Elahi Galan Riveros d. 

John Millman, 6-4, 6-2. 
David Goffin d. 

Roberto Carballes-Baena, 6-2, 6-3 
Taro Daniel d. Jaume Munar, 6-3, 6-4. 
Borna Coric d. Fernando Verdasco, 

6-4, 7-5. 
Oscar Otte d. Mitchell Krueger, 6-3, 6-4. 
Juncheng Shang vs. 

Denis Kudla, late 
Thanasi Kokkinakis vs. 

Richard Gasquet, late 
Maxime Cressy vs. 

Emil Ruusuvuori, late 
Nick Kyrgios vs. 

Adrian Mannarino, late 


WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 128 
Madison Brengle d. Alexandra Eala, 

6-2, 6-1. 

Linda Fruhvirtova d. Danka Kovinic, 

6-0, 6-4. 

Aliaksandra Sasnovich d. Wang Xinyu, 

7-6(6), 6-4. 
lrina-Camelia Begu d. Hailey Baptiste, 

6-7(6), 6-1, 6-1. 

Naomi Osaka d. Astra Sharma, 6-3, 6-4. 
Vera Zvonareva d. Misaki Doi, 6-4, 6-1. 
Zhang Shuai d. Clara Tauson, 

6-4, 4-6, 2-1, retired. 

Lucia Bronzetti d. Ajla Tomljanovic, 

4-6, 7-6(6), 6-2. 

Anna Kalinskaya d. Robin Montgomery, 

4-6, 6-4, 7-6(4). 

Karolina Muchova d. 

Tereza Martincova, 7-6(3), 7-6(3). 
Dalma Galfi d. Kristina Kucova, 6-0, 6-0. 
Anhelina Kalinina d. 

Ekaterine Gorgodze, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 
Clara Burel d. Magdalena Frech, 

6-3, 7-5. 

Alison Riske d. Jil Teichmann, 7-6(5), 6-3 
Katerina Siniakova d. Rebecca Marino, 

3-6, 6-2, 6-1. 

Marie Bouzkova d. Laura Siegemund, 
6-1, 6-2. 
Qiang Wang d. Ashlyn Krueger, 

4-6, 7-5, 6-2. 

Sloane Stephens, d. Panna Udvardy, 
6-4, 6-3. 

Lauren Davis d. Yue Yuan, 6-4, 6-1. 

Viktorija Golubic d. Kirsten Flipkens, 
6-4, 4-6, 6-4. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL THURSDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
at Gonzaga OV Arkansas 
at Villanova 5 Michigan 
Texas Tech 1 at Duke 
at Arizona Vz Houston 
FRIDAY 
UCLA 2% North Carolina 
Purdue 122 St. Peter’s 
Kansas Th Providence 
Miami 2 lowa State 
SATURDAY 
Souther Utah 42 Portland 
NBA THURSDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG 
at Toronto off (off) Cleveland 
Chicago 2¥%2 (230) atNew Orleans 
atMemphis _ off (off) Indiana 
at Milwaukee off (off) Washington 
at Denver off (off) Phoenix 
NHL THURSDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE 
at Carolina off Dallas off 
at Boston off Tampa Bay off 
Florida -245 atMontreal +198 
atNY Islanders -245 Detroit +198 
at Winnipeg -280 Ottawa +225 
at Minnesota off Vancouver off 
at St. Louis -275 Philadelphia +220 
atEdmonton off SanJose off 
at Los Angeles -194 Chicago +160 
at Vegas -118 Nashville -102 
For the latest odds, go to 
FanDuel Sportsbook, 


https:/Aportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Florida 62 42 14 6 90 254 180 
Tampa Bay 62 39 17 6 84 207 177 
Toronto 62 39 18 5 83 229 189 
Boston 63 39 19 5 83 191 169 
Detroit 63 26 30 7 59 184 235 
Buffalo 63 22 33 8 52 167 220 
Ottawa 63 22 36 5 49 162 207 
Montreal 63 17 3610 44 160 238 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Carolina 63 42 15 6 90 206 150 
Pittsburgh 64 39 16 9 87 210 168 


N.Y. Rangers 64 40 19 5 85 193 167 
Washington 65 35 2010 80 216 185 
Columbus 64 32 29 3 67 211 239 
N.Y. Islanders 61 27 25 9 63 165 166 
New Jersey 63 23 35 5 51 195 230 
Philadelphia 63 20 3211 51 159 220 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Colorado 63 45 13 5 95 244 175 
St. Louis 62 35 18 9 79 222 175 
Minnesota 61 37 20 4 78 228 196 
Nashville 64 37 23 4 78 211 184 
Dallas 62 35 24 3 73 184 185 
Winnipeg 64 30 2410 70 201 198 
Chicago 63 22 32 9 53 167 219 
Arizona 63 20 39 4 44 164 228 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Calgary 63 38 17 8 84 218 153 


Los Angeles 65 35 22 8 78 188 182 


Edmonton 64 35 24 5 75 217 204 
Vegas 66 34 28 4 72 205 201 
Vancouver 64 30 26 8 68 183 186 
Anaheim 65 27 2711 65 186 210 
San Jose 63 28 27 8 64 167 198 
Seattle 64 20 38 6 46 168 228 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 
New Jersey at Toronto, late 
Pittsburgh at Buffalo, late 
Vancouver at Colorado, late 
Chicago at Anaheim, late 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Dallas at Carolina, 7p.m. 
Florida at Montreal, 7p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Boston, 7p.m. 
Detroit at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30p.m. 
Ottawa at Winnipeg, 8p.m. 
Philadelphia at St. Louis, 8p.m. 
Vancouver at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
San Jose at Edmonton, 9p.m. 
Chicago at Los Angeles, 10p.m. 
Nashville at Vegas, 10p.m. 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 

Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rangers, 7p.m. 
Washington at Buffalo, 7p.m. 
Columbus at Winnipeg, 8p.m. 
Arizona at Calgary, 9p.m. 
Philadelphia at Colorado, 9p.m. 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 

N.Y. Islanders at Boston, 12:30p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Detroit, 12:30p.m. 
Chicago at Vegas, 3p.m. 

Florida at Ottawa, 7p.m. 

New Jersey at Washington, 7p.m. 
Toronto at Montreal, 7p.m. 
Vancouver at Dallas, 7p.m. 
Carolina at St. Louis, 8p.m. 
Columbus at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Edmonton at Calgary, 10p.m. 
Anaheim at San Jose, 10:30p.m. 
Seattle at Los Angeles, 10:30p.m. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

St. Louis 5, Washington 2 
Pittsburgh 5, Columbus 1 
New Jersey 7, N.Y. Rangers 4 
Carolina 3, Tampa Bay 2 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Ottawa 0 
Detroit 6, Philadelphia 3 
Winnipeg 4, Vegas 0 
Dallas 5, Edmonton 3 

San Jose 4, Calgary 3 
Seattle 4, Arizona 2 

Los Angeles 6, Nashville 1 


WGC DELL TECHNOLOGIES 
MATCH PLAY CHAMPIONSHIP 


Wednesday’s first round rund-robin 
play at Austin (Texas) Country Club. 


G GOLFER (SD) REC SC 
1 Jon Rahm (1) 1-0-0 d. 
1 Sebastian Mufioz (58) 0-1-0 4&2 
1 Cameron Young (40) 1-0-0 d. 
1 Patrick Reed (23) 0-1-0 lup 
2 Collin Morikawa (2) 1-0-0 d. 
2 Robert Macintyre (61) 0-1-0 2&1 
2 Sergio Garcia (43) 1-0-0 d. 
2 Jason Kokrak (22) 0-1-0 4&3 
3 Viktor Hovland (3) 1-0-0 d. 
3 Sepp Straka (63) 0-1-0 lup 
3 Will Zalatoris (24) 1-0-0 d. 
3 Cameron Tringale (45) 0-1-0 5&4 
4 Patrick Cantlay (4) 0-0-1 vs. 
4 Keith Mitchell (62) 0-0-1 tied 
4 Seamus Power (42) 1-0-0 d. 
4 Sungjae Im (21) 0-1-0 5&4 
5 Scottie Scheffler (5) 1-0-0 d. 
5 lan Poulter (59) 0-1-0 2&1 
5 Matt Fitzpatrick (20) 1-0-0 d. 
5 Tommy Fleetwood (41) 0-1-0 lup 
6 Luke List (53) 1-0-0 d. 
6 Justin Thomas (6) 0-1-0 3&2 
6 Kevin Kisner (29) 1-0-0 d. 
6 Marc Leishman (37) 0-1-0 4&3 
7 Xander Schauffele (7) 1-0-0 d. 
7 Takumi Kanaya (56) 0-1-0 3&2 
7 Lucas Herbert (39) 1-0-0 d. 
7 Tony Finau (18) 0-1-0 4&3 
8 Dustin Johnson (8) 1-0-0 d. 
8 Mackenzie Hughes (51) 0-0-0 3&2 
8 Max Homa (30) 1-0-0 d. 
8 Matthew Wolff (38) 0-1-0 3&1 
9 Bryson DeChambeau (9) 0-0-1 vs. 
9 Richard Bland (54) 0-0-1 tied 
9 Talor Gooch (27) 1-0-0 d. 
9 Lee Westwood (47) 0-1-0 3&2 
10 Alex Noren (50) 1-0-0 d. 
10 Louis Oosthuizen (10) 0-1-0 lup 
10 Corey Conners (36) 1-0-0 d. 
10 Paul Casey (19) 0-1-0 con 
11 Jordan Spieth (11) 1-0-0 d. 
11 Keegan Bradley (60) 0-1-0 2up 
11 Adam Scott (32) 1-0-0 d. 
11 Justin Rose (46) 0-1-0 2up 
12 Thomas Pieters (26) 1-0-0 d. 
12 Tom Hoge (33) 0-1-0 2&1 
12 Billy Horschel (12) 1-0-0 d. 
12 Min Woo Lee (49) 0-1-0 3&2 
13 Tyrrell Hatton (13) 1-0-0 d. 
13 Christiaan Bezuidenhout (52) 0-1-0 3&2 
13 Si Woo Kim (48) 1-0-0 d. 
13 Daniel Berger (17) 0-1-0 2up 
14 Maverick McNealy (64) 1-0-0 d. 
14 Joaquin Niemann (14) = 0-1-0 8&6 
14 Kevin Na (25) 1-0-0 d. 
14 Russell Henley (34) 0-1-0 lup 
15 Abraham Ancer (15) 1-0-0 d. 
15 Bubba Watson (57) 0-1-0 3&1 
15 Webb Simpson (31) 1-0-0 d. 
15 Brian Harman (44) 0-1-0 lup 
16 Brooks Koepka (16) 1-0-0 d. 
16 Erik van Rooyen (55) 0-1-0 3&2 
16 Harold Varner III (35) 1-0-0 d. 
16 Shane Lowry (28) 0-1-0 2&1 


THURSDAY’S GROUPINGS 

10:20 a.m.: Oosthuizen vs. Conners 
10:31 a.m.: Casey vs. Noren 

10:42 a.m.: Schauffelevs. Herbert 
10:53 a.m.: Finau vs. Kanaya 

11:04 a.m.: Ancer vs. Harman 

11:15 a.m.: Simpson vs. Watson 
11:26 a.m.: Morikawa vs. Garcia 
11:37: a.m.: Kokrak vs. Macintyre 
11:48 a.m.: Horschel vs. Hoge 
11:59 a.m.: Pieters vs. Min Woo Lee 
12:10 p.m.: Scheffler vs. Fleetwood 
12:21 p.m.: Fitzpatrick vs. Poulter 
12:32 p.m.: Hatton vs. Si Woo Kim 
12:43 a.m.: Berger vs. Bezuidenhout 
12:54 a.m.: Cantlay vs. Power 

1:05 p.m.: Im vs. Mitchell 

1:16 p.m.: DeChambeau vs. Westwood 
1:27 p.m.: Gooch vs. Bland 

1:38 p.m.: Du. Johnson vs. Wolff 
1:49 p.m.: Homa vs. Hughes 

2 p.m.: Koepka vs. Varner III 

2:11 p.m.: Sh.Lowry vs. van Rooyen 
2:22 p.m.: Rahm vs. Cam. Young 
2:33 p.m.: Reed vs. Mufioz 

2:44 p.m.: Spieth vs. Rose 

2:55 p.m.: A.Scott vs. Bradley 

3:06 p.m.: J. Thomas vs. Leishman 
3:17 p.m.: Kisner vs. List 

3:28 p.m.: Niemann vs. Henley 
3:39 p.m.: Na vs. McNealy 

3:50 p.m.: Hoviand vs. Tringale 
4:01 p.m.: Zalatoris vs. Straka 


The winner of each group advances to 
the knockout stage of 18-hole matches. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S NIT 

WEDNESDAY’S QUARTERFINALS 
Texas A&M 67, Wake Forest 52 
BYU vs. Washington State, late 


TUESDAY, MARCH 29 SEMIFINAL 

at Madison Square Garden, New York 
Xavier vs. St. Bonaventure, TBA 
BYU/Wash. St. vs. Texas A&M, TBA 


TUESDAY’S QUARTERFINALS 
St. Bonaventure 52, Virginia 51 
Xavier 75, Vanderbilt 73 


MEN’S CBI 
WEDNESDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
NC-Wilm.ing 96, Middle Tenn. 90 (20T) 


TUESDAY’S SEMIFINALS 
NC-Wilmington 80, No. Colorado 64 
Middle Tenn. 85, Abilene Christian 69 


THE BASKETBALL CLASSIC 
WEDNESDAY’S QUARTERFINAL 
Youngstown St. at Fresno St, late 


SATURDAY’S QUARTERFINAL 
Portland vs. Southern Utah, late 


MONDAY’S SEMIFINAL 
Coastal Carolina at S. Alabama, TBA 


TUESDAY’S SECOND ROUND 
Southern Utah 82, UTEP 69 


WOMEN’S NIT 

THURSDAY’S THIRD ROUND 

Houston vs. Alabama, 7p.m. 

Boston College vs. Columbia, 7p.m. 
Drexel vs. Seton Hall, 7 p.m. 

Vanderbilt vs. Middle Tenn., 7:30 p.m. 
Toledo vs. Marquette, 8 p.m. 

Drake vs. South Dakota State, 8 p.m. 
UCLA vs. Wyoming, 8:30p.m. 

New Mexico vs. Oregon State, 10p.m. 


SPRING TRAINING 

AMERICAN LEAGUE W L PCT. 
Kansas City 4 0 1.000 
Boston 6 1 857 
Texas 3 1 .750 
Chicago 5 2 714 
Toronto 4 2 .667 
Cleveland 3 2 .600 
Los Angeles 3 3 500 
Baltimore 2 2 500 
Minnesota 2 5 .286 
Detroit 1 3 .250 
Oakland 1 3 .250 
New York 1 3 .250 
Seattle 1 3 .250 
Houston 1 4 .200 
Tampa Bay 0 4 .000 
NATIONAL LEAGUE W L PCT. 
Miami 4 1 .800 
St. Louis 4 1 .800 
Atlanta 3 1 150 
Milwaukee 3 1 750 
Chicago 4 2 .667 
Cincinnati 3 2 .600 
Philadelphia 3 2 .600 
Pittsburgh 3 2 .600 
New York 2 2 500 
Colorado 3 4 429 
San Diego Z 4 333 
Arizona P 5 .286 
Los Angeles 1 3 .250 
San Francisco 1 4 .200 
Washington 1 4 .200 


Standings do not reflect ties 


WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 
Tampa Bay 7, Atlanta 7(10) 
Minnesota 10, Boston 4 
Pittsburgh 6, Detroit 6 
Houston 10, St. Louis 3 

Miami 3, Washington 2 
Philadelphia 8, Toronto 7 
Arizona 5, San Francisco 3 
L.A. Dodgers 6, Cleveland 2 
Kansas City 8, Colorado 4 

San Diego 3, L.A. Angels 0 

Chi. Cubs 5, Oakland 4 

Texas 14, Chi. White Sox 5 
Baltimore vs. N.Y. Yankees, late 
Milwaukee vs. Cincinnati, late 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

N.Y. Yankees vs. Detroit, 1:05p.m. 
Tampa Bay vs. Minnesota, 1:05p.m. 
Philadelphia vs. Pittsburgh, 1:05p.m. 
Atlanta vs. Toronto, 1:07p.m. 

San Fran. vs. Chi. White Sox, 4:05p.m. 
Seattle vs. Cleveland, 4:05p.m. 
Cincinnati vs. Kansas City, 4:05p.m. 
Texas vs. Oakland, 4:05p.m. 

L.A. Dodgers vs. Colorado, 4:10p.m. 
Chicago Cubs vs. L.A. Angels, 4:10p.m. 
Arizona vs. Milwaukee, 4:10p.m. 
Boston vs. Baltimore, 6:05p.m. 
Houston vs. Washington, 6:05p.m. 
Miami vs. N.Y. Mets, 6:10p.m. 


MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
EASTERN W L T PT GF GA 


Philadelphia 3 1 10 
Columbus 2 
Chicago 2 
N.Y. Red Bulls 2 
Orlando City 2 
Atlanta 2 
D.C. United 2 
Cincinnati Zz 
New YorkCity FC 1 
New England 1 
Toronto FC 1 
Charlotte FC 1 
CF Montréal 0 
Inter Miami CF 0 
WESTERN Ww 


Los Angeles FC 3 
Real Salt Lake 3 
Minnesota United 2 
Austin FC 2 
FC Dallas 2 
Colorado 2 
LA Galaxy 2 
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1 
1 
1 
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e point for tie. 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

Cincinnati at Charlotte FC, 5 p.m. 
Real Salt Lake at Sporting KC, 7 p.m. 


SUNDAY’S MATCH 

Orlando City at Portland, 4 p.m. 
ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D LGF GA PT 
Man City 29 22 4 3 68 18 70 
Liverpool 29 21 6 275 20 69 
Chelsea 28 17 8 357 19 59 
Arsenal 28 17 3 8 44 31 54 
Tottenham 29 16 3 10 47 36 51 
Man United 29 14 8 7 48 40 50 
West Ham 30 14 610 49 39 48 
Wolverhampton 30 14 4 12 31 26 46 
Aston Villa 29 11 3 15 41 40 36 
Leicester 27 10 611 42 46 36 


Southampton 29 811 10 36 45 35 
Crystal Palace 29 713 939 38 34 


Brighton 29 712 10 26 36 33 
Newcastle 29 710 12 32 49 31 
Brentford 30 8 6 16 33 47 30 
Leeds 30 7 8 15 34 67 29 
Everton 27 741629 47 25 
Watford 29 6 419 29 55 22 
Burnley 27 312 12 22 38 21 
Norwich 29 452018 63 17 


SATURDAY, APRIL 2 

Liverpool vs. Watford, 7:30a.m. 
Brighton vs. Norwich, 10a.m. 

Burnley vs. Man City, 10a.m. 

Chelsea vs. Brentford, 10a.m. 

Leeds vs. Southampton, 10a.m. 
Wolverhampton vs. Aston Villa, 10a.m. 
Man United vs. Leicester, 12:30p.m. 


U.S. MEN’S SCHEDULE 

q-Thursday: at Mexico, at Aztec 
Stadium, Mexico City, 10 p.m. 
q-Sunday: vs. Panama, at Exploria 
Stadium, Orlando, Fla., 7 p.m. 

q-March 30: at Costa Rcia, at Estadio 
Nacional de Costa Rica, San Jose, 9 p.m. 
q-World Cup qualifying 


U.S. WOMEN’S SCHEDULE 

April 9: vs. Uzbekistan, at Lower.com 
Field, Columbus, Ohio, 5:30 p.m. 
April 12: vs. Uzbekistan, at Subaru 
Park, Chester, Pa., 6 p.m. 
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On closer look, Ash Barty’s retirement at age 25 should not be too much of a surprise. The 
three-time Grand Slam champ always has done things her way and on her timetable. AP FILE 


TENNIS ANALYSIS 


Top priority: Barty 
chooses to move on 


No. 1 player ready to chase new 
‘dreams’ after early retirement 


By Howard Fendrich 


Associated Press 


At first glance, Ash Barty’s retirement 
from tennis might be hard to fathom. 

She is still only 25, after all. And she’s been 
thriving with a racket in her hands lately: 
No. 1in the WTA rankings for 114 consecu- 
tive weeks (a streak surpassed only by Stefi 
Graf, Serena Williams and Martina Navrati- 
lova), the champion at two of the last three 
Grand Slam tournaments, an 11-0 record 
this season. 

So, to some, it seems natural to ask: Why 
stop now? 

Ah, but Barty made clear, both in her 
announcement via social media Wednesday 
and in other things she’s said and done over 
time, that she learned to measure success 
and fulfillment in ways that are uncom- 
mon — and certainly have little to do with 
the number beside her name or how many 
trophies reside in her home. 

Listen, for example, to what the Austra- 
lian said during an interview with The AP 
in March 2019, back before she had won any 
of her trio of major singles championships, 
before she had spent so much as one day 
ranked inside the Top 10, and three years 
before telling the world she was ready to 
stop for good. 

“T know if I keep doing things the right 
way and keep going about things the right 
way, enjoying the process and the journey, 
those results will come. If they don’t, it’s not 
the end of the world,” she said then, earnest- 
ness in her voice and, as is often the case, a 
smile on her face. “And if they do, I can sit 
back, celebrate and just enjoy them.” 

It was believable then. Her latest news 
is believable now, even if there surely are 
folks wondering whether this will stick. 
Tom Brady is only the most recent exam- 
ple of atop athlete who couldn’t stay away, 
along list that includes tennis players such 
as Justine Henin (the only other woman to 
retire while No. 1) and Kim Clijsters. 

Plus, there’s this: Barty already did take 
a break years ago before returning, but she 
says the feeling is different this time. 

What’s key to remember is Barty does 
things her way, on her timetable, and for her 
own reasons, and there is nothing wrong 
with that, as much as fans of tennis — and 
other pros, some of whom were shocked, 
too — would like to see her continue 
competing. 

“T can’t lie,’ Williams wrote in a tweet 


Mandate 


had been raised that the rule 


addressed to Barty, “I was sad to read your 
decision but also happy for your new chap- 
ter. Always your fan close up and afar. Send- 
ing all my love.” 

Barty’s style of play was unique and 
varied, reliant on a mix of backhand slices 
and big serves and forehands. In an era 
when many players will speak quite plainly 
about not worrying about what is happen- 
ing on the other side of the net, Barty was as 
adept at analyzing, dissecting and disman- 
tling an opponent’s game as anyone. 

Yet Barty is so self-aware, so focused on 
what’s best for her, that it makes perfect 
sense that she would head for the exit at 
the height of her powers rather than in any 
state of decline. 

“T really respect, and ... think she’s brave, 
that she has made this decision because, 
with all the expectations around, I mean, 
there is not many people who would stop 
at this point and put their happiness (first),” 
said Iga Swiatek, who’s No. 2. “I think that’s 
an example, not only for us tennis players or 
(other) athletes, but every person.” 

Barty was a prodigy — if you somehow 
haven’t seen that picture of her as a kid, 
proudly holding a prize in her outstretched 
left hand, do yourself a favor and Google 
“Barty trophy photo” — who won a Wimble- 
don junior title at 15 in 2011, left the tour for 
nearly two years in 2014 because of burnout 
and the burden of expectations, played pro 
cricket, and later discussed how that hiatus 
made her a better player and person. 

She always wanted to win Wimbledon, 
and did last year. She always wanted to win 
the Australian Open, and did in January. 

There were other on-court triumphs, 
millions of dollars in prize money and 
endorsements, and icon status at home, 
something she achieved before becom- 
ing the first player from the host nation to 
win a singles trophy at Melbourne Park in 
44 years. 

“I don’t have the physical drive, the 
emotional want and everything it takes to 
challenge yourself at the very top level any 
more. I am spent. Physically, I have noth- 
ing more to give. That, to me, is success. 
I’ve given absolutely everything I can to 
this beautiful sport of tennis and I’m really 
happy with that,” Barty said Wednesday. 

“For me, that is my success. I know that 
people may not understand it, and I’m OK 
with that,” she said. “Because I know that 
for me, Ash Barty the person has so many 
dreams that she wants to chase after that 
don’t necessarily involve traveling the 
world, being away from my family, being 
away from my home.” 

Makes perfect sense. 


matter.” The Yankees 
declined comment Wednes- 


from Page 1 


and performers because a 
loophole in the measure, 
imposed under his prede- 
cessor, allowed visiting 
players and performers who 
don’t work in New York to 
still play or perform even if 
they are unvaccinated. 

Irving, a vaccine hold- 
out, had been among the 
most high-profile people 
impacted. He was able to 
re-join the team in January 
but only when they played 
out of town games. 

This month, concerns 


IN BRIEF 


News services 


would also impact Major 
League Baseball. 

Yankees star Aaron Judge 
refused to directly answer a 
question about his vaccine 
status earlier this month, 
leading to speculation that 
another New York team 
would be hobbled by a 
player’s refusal to get inoc- 
ulated. 

The Yankees, who open 
their season at home 
against the Boston Red 
Sox on April 7, said at the 
time that the team presi- 
dent was “working with city 
hall and all other appro- 
priate officials on this 


day. 

Adams, a Mets fan, is 
scheduled to make an 
“economic and health-re- 
lated announcement” 
Thursday morning at Citi 
Field, where the Mets play, 
according to his official 
calendar that was released 
Wednesday night. 

Adams has been rolling 
back vaccine mandates and 
other coronavirus restric- 
tions, including on Tues- 
day when he said masks 
could become optional for 
children under 5 starting 
April 4. 


champ Keegan Bradley 2 up. 


Baseball: Rachel Balkovec, hired by the 
Yankees as the first woman to manage a 
minor league affiliate of a MLB team, was 
hit in the face by a batted ball during a drill 
and will be sidelined for up to a week. Balk- 
ovec was struck Tuesday. She will not be 
available for her first scheduled spring 
training game Thursday with Class A 
Tampa. The 34-year-old Balkovec didn’t 
sustain a concussion but has facial swelling. 


Golf: Texas native Jordan Spieth was 
among the Day 1 winners in group play at 
the WGC Match Play in Austin, Texas. The 
three-time major winner beat former PGA 


NBA: LeBron James sat out the Lakers’ 
game against the 76ers because of soreness 
in his left knee. The Lakers’ next game isn’t 
until Sunday, giving the 37-year-old James a 
six-day stretch to rest his ailing knee. It will 
be James’ 19th missed game of the season. 


NFL: The Patriots and CB Malcolm Butler 
agreed to a two-year deal worth up to 
$9 million, his agent told ESPN. Butler 
spent last season on the reserve/retired 
list. Butler, 32, was the hero of the Patri- 
ots’ 28-24 win over the Seahawks in Super 
Bowl XLIX with his late-game, goal-line 
pick. 
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Peacocks 


from Page 1 


Daryl] Banks III, who scored 27 
points in the win over the Wildcats, 
doesn’t mind the label. 

“It’s March Madness. One 
team throughout the tourna- 
ment is usually labeled with that,” 
Banks said. “It’s fun but I think we 
deserve to be here.” 

That might be an understate- 
ment, given what the Metro Atlan- 
tic Athletic Conference champions 


have done to set up a third-round 
game against No. 3 seed Purdue 
(29-7) in Philadelphia. 
Talent-rich Kentucky was a 
threat to win it all, or at least that 
was considered far more likely 
than Saint Peter’s beating the Wild- 
cats, then winning again to become 
the third 15 seed ever to reach the 
Sweet 16. Even those who bothered 
to research the Peacocks’ season 
and history in the Big Dance might 
have come away underwhelmed. 
Saint Peter’s was winless in its 
three previous trips to the NCAA 


Tournament, the last in 2011. The 
team got off to a 2-5 start and went 
28 days without a game (Dec. 
18-Jan. 14) because of COVID- 
19 issues. It had a 12-11 record in 
mid-January and entered the tour- 
nament with rumors swirling that 
coach Shaheen Holloway would 
depart for a job at Massachusetts 
or his alma mater, Seton Hall — 
which has a vacancy. 

Holloway and his players didn’t 
care. The group grew up mostly in 
the New York City area. Bypassed 
by bigger schools, they play with an 


edge, making big shots and allow- 
ing few easy looks on defense. 

“How we started off the season 
and what we are doing now, there 
is nothing else for people to say,’ 
guard Matthew Lee said. “They 
have been doubting us the whole 
season, and I hope they’re now 
tired of doubting us.” 

Jersey City doesn’t have much 
hoops history, except at the high 
school level where Bob Hurley 
won 26 state titles at St. Anthony, a 
school that no longer exists. 

At Saint Peter’s, the only team 


that got much attention was the 
1967-68 squad that knocked off 
Duke to make the NIT semifinals. 

Tom Mac Mahon, who played on 
that team, went on to turn Labcorp 
into one of the country’s major 
clinical laboratory chains. He was 
a driving force behind renovating 
the arena and giving it the Run Baby 
Run name to honor that ’68 team. 

“T think for somebody like me 
who follows them so closely, they 
obviously peaked at the right time 
and they’re getting better,’ Mac 
Mahon said. 


Jones 


from Page 1 


him, Jones, who played 

at Wilbur Cross High. 
could complete the rarely 
traveled route from New 
Haven’s public schools to 
the NFL. 

“That would be big for 
me,” Jones said after his 
drills. “Making it to ‘The 
League’ and having New 
Haven on my back and have 
little kids look up to me, 
that would be important to 
me. I feel like if I make it, a 
lot of kids are going to look 
up to me and strive to be a 
football player, putting in 
the work, time and effort to 
make it.” 

The message Jones 
would like to send is that 
all of this became possi- 


ble because he has worked 
relentlessly on his craft. 

“Days when no one’s in 
the weight room, I’ve seen 
Travis in there, getting reps 
in, shoulder workouts,” 
said Omar Fortt, UConn 
defensive back who was 
also auditioning, along with 
teammates and players 
from other schools in the 
area. 

“He’s the strongest guy I 
know, by far,” said UConn 
offensive lineman Ryan Van 
Demark. “If you see him in 
the weight room, it’s some- 
thing amazing. His mental- 
ity, no one’s going to beat 
him, he’s going to get to the 
quarterback every rep 
and he’s going to find that 
ball.” 

Teammates say Jones is 
more fun-loving, “goofy,” 
Fortt said, than he lets on, 


but he has consistently 
worked on his body while 
at UConn, dropping 30 
pounds, especially during 
the year the football team 
shut down due to COVID- 
19. Throughout the disas- 
trous 2021 season, Jones 
drew eyeballs from the 
center of the line of scrim- 
mage, usually requiring a 
center and a guard to block 
him, which is what makes a 
college lineman project as a 
nose tackle in the NFL. 

When the Huskies went 
to Clemson Nov. 14, it was 
Jones’ chance to show he 
could compete against top 
competition. 

“T challenged him, we 
challenged him,” Spanos 
said. “Hey, you’ve got 
to perform. This a great 
opportunity for us and for 
him to showcase his talents, 


and he had an outstanding 
game.” 

His performance earned 
him an invitation to play in 
the Senior Bowl. 

“T had same mindset 
I have every game, to go 
out there and dominate,” 
Jones said. “I was just a 
little more consistent in 
that game. It was fun going 
down there, playing a big 
Power Five school witha 
lot of people there. Playing 
schools with bigger names, 
you have a good game 
against those guys, people 
are going to take note of 
your talents.” 

Jones finished the 
season with 47 tackles, 7 
Y, for loss, with 4 % sacks. 
The consensus then was 
he could be a third-round 
draft pick, eventually a 
starter in the NFL. Then 


came another high level 
performance at the Senior 
Bowl, where offensive 
linemen voted him the top 
defensive tackle after the 
week of practice. 

At the NFL Combine 
early in March, Jones went 
from blip on the radar to all 
caps on the league’s value 
boards, running a 4.92- 
second 40-yard dash, quite 
good for aman his size. 
His other measurables, an 
82-inch wing span, low 
body fat (13 percent), 455 
pounds in the bench press, 
32 reps at 225 pounds, 615 
in the squat, 28 4-inch 
vertical leap and 4.57 in the 
shuttles, 7.41 in the 3-cone 
drill, all suggest high-level 
speed and agility fora 
330-plus pound lineman. 

With those numbers, 
Jones doesn’t need to do 


much more than maintain. 
He’ll train in New Jersey 
before the draft witha 
former Husky, Foley Fatu- 
kasi, who just left the Jets 
to sign a three-year, $30 
million free agent deal with 
Jacksonville. 

“It’s a great experience, 
growing up watching this 
on TV and YouTube and 
now finally being here,” 
Jones said. “The experi- 
ence has been everything 
I thought it was, me and a 
lot of people from differ- 
ent schools making anew 
brotherhood. I always 
thought I could make it to 
the NFL, because with the 
work I put in, and the work 
ethic I’ve got, it would be 
possible.” 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 


Safety Tip of the Day 


Before making a turn while driving, look in all 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


directions for pedestrians crossing. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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— NATIONAL SPORTS REPORT — 


SHORTS 


Nuggets, Malone agree to extension 


The Nuggets agreed to a multi- 
year contract extension with coach 
Michael Malone. Terms of the exten- 
sion announced Wednesday weren’t 
released by the team. Malone was 
under contract through the 2022- 
23 season. Over seven years with the 
team, Malone has won 309 regular-sea- 
son games, a total that ranks third in franchise history 
behind only Doug Moe and George Karl. His 20 postseason 
victories are fourth all-time in team history, and just four 
away from matching Moe. Malone guided the Nuggets 
to the Western Conference final in 2020 before losing to 
the Lakers. In that playoff run, the team rallied back from 
being down 3-1 in two different series. This season, the 
Nuggets are closing in on their fourth straight postseason 
appearance despite the injury absences of point guard 
Jamal Murray (knee) and sharpshooter Michael Porter Jr. 
(back). The Nuggets have relied heavily on reigning NBA 
MVP Nikola Jokic along with a strong supporting cast 
that includes Aaron Gordon, Will Barton, Monte Morris 








Dolphins trade for All-Pro WR Hill 


The Chiefs traded Tyreek Hill to the 
Dolphins for a package of draft picks 
Wednesday, and the three-time All-Pro 
wide receiver will receive a four-year, 
$120 million contract extension that 
makes him the highest-paid player at 
his position. The extension includes 
$72.2 million guaranteed. The Chiefs 
will get the Dolphins’ first- and second-round picks and 
their fourth-rounder in this year’s draft, and fourth- and 
sixth-round picks next year, along with some much- 
needed salary cap relief in the latest major NFL trade. 
The value of the deal surpasses the five-year contract that 
Davante Adams signed after he was traded from the Pack- 
ers to the Raiders last week. Hill, 28, helped the Chiefs win 
back-to-back AFC titles along with their first Super Bowl 
in 50 years after the 2019 season. He also helped them get 
back to the conference championship game in January 
before losing to the Bengals, capping arguably the best year 
of his career: He had a club-record 111 catches to go with 
1,239 yards and nine TDs. In just six seasons, Hill already 


and Jeff Green. 


has 479 catches for 6,630 yards and 56 scores. 





Former Penn State player Izaiah Brockington is one of seven four-year transfers on the lowa State roster. STACY REVERE/GETTY 


NCAA TOURNAMENT SWEET 16 


Quick to fit right in 


Most tourney teams rely 
on impact of transfers 


By Dave Skretta 


Associated Press 


LAWRENCE, Kan. — There will be 
quite a reunion when Kansas and Prov- 
idence join Iowa State and Miami at 
the Sweet 16 in Chicago this week, and 
it perfectly demonstrates the transient 
nature of college basketball these days. 

The top-seeded Jayhawks, who 
face the Friars in the first Midwest 
Region semifinal Friday night, have 
on their bench sharp-shooter Jalen 
Coleman-Lands, who was part of the 
mass exodus from the Cyclones after 
last season. 

Iowa State coach T.J. Otzelberger 
countered by landing Tristan Enaruna, 
who played for the Jayhawks last 
season. Enaruna will line up in the 
other regional semifinal Friday night 
against Hurricanes guard Charlie 
Moore, whose career odyssey began 
at Cal and included a pit stop with the 
Jayhawks before spending two seasons 
at DePaul. 

“T’m happy for T.J. and Iowa State 
and more so for Tristan — he gets a 
chance to play in the Sweet 16,” Kansas 
coach Bill Self said. “And I’m really 
happy for Charlie to get to play in the 
Sweet 16.” 

Just about every team left in the 
NCAA Tournament has at least one 
key player who transferred from a 
four-year school. 

And while that was once a relative 
rarity because transfers would then 
have to sit out an entire year rules 
changes the last few years have made it 


easier than ever for players to continue 
their careers elsewhere. 

No. 11 seed Iowa State has seven 
four-year transfers on its roster, which 
Otzelberger had to rebuild after taking 
the job last spring, and four came from 
power conferences. But it has paid off 
in a big way for Otzelberger, who has 
taken atwo-win team from last season 
to the second weekend of the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Penn State transfer Izaiah Brock- 
ington has been the catalyst for 
the Cyclones, averaging more than 
17 points a game, but Enaruna has 
given Otzelberger key minutes off the 
benchin NCAA tourney wins over LSU 
and Wisconsin. 

“A lot of times when guys are trans- 
ferring, especially as older players, 
they talk about wanting to have more 
opportunity, more shots, be a focal 
point, potentially a go-to guy,” Otzel- 
berger said. “My question right back 
at them is: How hard are you willing 
to work for it? What do you do extra? 
What’s your leadership ability? What 
do you do when things are hard? 

“What I’ll say with a tremendous 
sense of pride,” Otzelberger contin- 
ued, “is guys like Izaiah Brocking- 
ton and (Minnesota transfer) Gabe 
Kalscheur, who have led us throughout 
the course of the season, those are guys 
that immediately talked about how 
hard they will work, how important 
it is to them to win games and play for 
pride for Iowa State. That meant a lot 
to me, and those guys have shown that 
throughout the course of our season.” 

While stars have aligned to bring 
Coleman-Lands within a game of 
facing Iowa State for a spot in the Final 
Four, and Enaruna and Moore a win 


from facing the Jayhawks for a spot 
in New Orleans, there are numerous 
players at each of the regional sites that 
have ties to other teams still alive in the 
NCAA Tournament. 

Another ex-Iowa State player, Rasir 
Bolton, is averaging 11.3 points for 
No. 1 overall seed Gonzaga, which 
plays Arkansas on Thursday night. 
The fourth-seeded Razorbacks lean 
heavily on Chris Lykes, a grad transfer 
from Miami. 

The winner of that game could face 
Texas Tech — which plays Duke on 
Thursday night — where first-year 
coach Mark Adams has eight Division 
I transfers on the roster. One of them 
is Daniel Batcho, who redshirted last 
year at Arizona. 

The Wildcats, another No. 1 seed 
who play Houston on Thursday night, 
feature Oumar Ballo, a 7-footer from 
Mali who played for Gonzaga last 
season. The Cougars counter with 
Kyler Edwards, their No. 2 scorer who 
spent three seasons with the Red Raid- 
ers, and Reggie Chaney, who played 
his first two years for the Razorbacks. 

Many of those players transferred 
after coaching changes, one of the main 
reasons the NCAA has taken steps to 
make such moves easier. Others simply 
sought a new situation, better opportu- 
nities or a change of scenery. 

All of them wanted a shot at playing 
in the Final Four. Given the number 
of Division I transfers still in the 
Sweet 16, at least a few will get their 
wish this weekend. 

“It’s something we dreamed of as 
kids,” Coleman-Lands said. “I mean, 
you watch basketball and you want to 
see it at the pinnacle. And this is where 
champions are defined.” 


US Embassy official visits Griner 


The U.S. State Department said 
Wednesday that a U.S. Embassy ofh- 
cial visited with WNBA star Brit- 
tney Griner, who remains detained 
near Moscow, to check on her condi- 
tion. State Department spokesperson 
Ned Price told CNN the official found 
Griner “to be in good condition.” Griner 
was detained after arriving at a Moscow airport, reportedly 
in mid-February, after Russian authorities said a search 
of her luggage revealed vape cartridges that allegedly 
contained oil derived from cannabis, which could carry 
a maximum penalty of 10 years in prison. Russian state 
news agency Tass reported last week that a court had 
extended Griner’s pretrial detention to May 19. Price says 
the U.S. “will do everything we can to see that she is treated 
fairly throughout this ordeal.” Griner’s legal ordeal comes 
amid tension between Russia and the U.S. over Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Griner’s lawyers have been visiting 
her regularly. The legal team for the two-time Olympic 
gold-medalist has been quietly seeking her release and 
has declined to speak out about the case. —AP 





NCAA TOURNAMENT THURSDAY’S GAMES 


No. 4 Arkansas (27-8) 
vs. No. 1 Gonzaga (28-3) 


Where, when, TV: San Francisco; 7:09 p.m. EDT; CBS 
Bottom line: The No. 1 Gonzaga Bulldogs and 17th-ranked 
Arkansas Razorbacks square off in the NCAA Tournament 
Sweet 16. The Bulldogs have a O-1 record in games decided 
by 3 points or fewer. The Razorbacks are 3-2 in games 
decided by less than 4 points. 

Top performers: Drew Timme is averaging 18.2 points and 
6.8 rebounds for the Bulldogs. Rasir Bolton is averaging 

1.5 made 3-pointers over the last 10 games for Gonzaga. 
JD Notae is averaging 18.4 points, 3.6 assists and 2.3 steals 
for the Razorbacks. Stanley Umude is averaging 9.8 points 
over the last 10 games for Arkansas. 

Last 10 games: Bulldogs: 9-1, averaging 85.2 points, 

37.0 rebounds, 18.2 assists, 4.0 steals and 5.1 blocks per 
game while shooting 53.5% from the field. Their opponents 
have averaged 72.8 points per game. Razorbacks: 8-2, 
averaging 65.5 points, 31.8 rebounds, 11.7 assists, 6.9 steals 
and 3.2 blocks per game while shooting 38.5% from the 
field. Their opponents have averaged 67.0 points. 


No. 11 Michigan (19-14) 

vs. No. 2 Villanova (28-7) 
Where, when, TV: San Antonio; 7:29 p.m. EDT; TBS 
Botton line: The Wildcats are fifth in the Big East scoring 
at 72.8 points while shooting 43.9% from the field. The 
Wolverines have a 2-1 record in games decided by less 
than four points. 
Top performers: Collin Gillespie is averaging 16 points and 
3.4 assists for the Wildcats. Justin Moore is averaging 
15 points over the last 10 games for Villanova. DeVante Jones 
is averaging 10.4 points and 4.6 assists for the Wolverines. 
Hunter Dickinson is averaging 13.4 points over the last 
10 games for Michigan. 
Last 10 games: Wildcats: 9-1, averaging 67.8 points, 
31.0 rebounds, 11.6 assists, 5.8 steals and 1.2 blocks per 
game while shooting 42.7% from the field. Their opponents 
have averaged 56.7 points per game. Wolverines: 6-4, 
averaging 73.5 points, 31.4 rebounds, 14.3 assists, 5.9 steals 
and 4.6 blocks per game while shooting 46.2% from the 
field. Their opponents have averaged 68.4 points. 


No. 3 Texas Tech (27-9) 
vs. No. 2 Duke (30-6) 


Where, when, TV: San Francisco; 9:39 p.m. EDT; CBS 
Bottom line: The Blue Devils are averaging 37.6 points in the 
paint. Mark Williams leads the Blue Devils with 9.2. The Red 
Raiders rank sixth in the Big 12 with 9.1 offensive rebounds 
per game led by Marcus Santos-Silva, who’s averaging 1.7. 
Top performers: Paolo Banchero is averaging 17 points, 

7.9 rebounds and 3.2 assists for the Blue Devils. AJ Griffin 

is averaging 1.4 made 3-pointers over the last 10 games for 
Duke. Bryson Williams is averaging 13.9 points for the Red 
Raiders. Davion Warren is averaging 6.3 points over the 

last 10 games for Texas Tech. 

Last 10 games: Blue Devils: 8-2, averaging 77.0 points, 

29.6 rebounds, 14.1 assists, 5.1 steals and 7.4 blocks per game 
while shooting 52.5% from the field. Their opponents have 
averaged 73.3 points per game. Red Raiders: 7-3, averaging 
71.9 points, 32.1 rebounds, 15.3 assists, 6.7 steals and 

4.0 blocks per game while shooting 48.1% from the field. 
Their opponents have averaged 62.2 points. 


>") No. 5 Houston (31-5) 
GJ 
Pa a vs. No. 1 Arizona (33-3) 


Where, when, TV: San Antonio; 9:59 p.m. EDT; TBS 
Bottom line: The Wildcats ranked seventh in the Pac-12 
at limiting opponent scoring, giving up 67.9 points while 
holding opponents to 38.5% shooting. The Cougars went 
25-5 against opponents over .500. 

Top performers: Bennedict Mathurin is scoring 17.8 points 
per game with 5.7 rebounds and 2.5 assists for the Wildcats. 
Christian Koloko is averaging 9.2 points and 4.7 rebounds 
while shooting 72.7% over the last 10 games for Arizona. 
Kyler Edwards is shooting 33.6% from beyond the arc 
with 2.7 made 3-pointers per game for the Cougars, while 
averaging 13.9 points, six rebounds and 3.2 assists. Fabian 
White Jr. is shooting 50.4% and averaging 10.8 points over 
the last 10 games for Houston. 

Last 10 games: Wildcats: 9-1, averaging 85.3 points, 

40.5 rebounds, 18.7 assists, 6.4 steals and 7.6 blocks per 
game while shooting 50% from the field. Their opponents 
have averaged 75.8 points per game. Cougars: 9-1, 
averaging 74.9 points, 34.6 rebounds, 17.1 assists, 7.8 steals 
and 3.8 blocks per game while shooting 46.6% from the 
field. Their opponents have averaged 58.8 points. 











Numbers to know 


4: Paolo Banchero had at least 15 points, five rebounds and 
four assists in each of the first two rounds. The only other 
Duke players to reach both benchmarks in back-to-back 
NCAA Tournament games are Danny Ferry (1987-88), Grant 
Hill (1994) and Jon Scheyer (2010). 


5: This is the Wolverines’ fifth straight trip to the 

Sweet 16. The only school with a longer active streak of 
Sweet 16 appearances is Gonzaga with seven. ... Michigan 
big man Hunter Dickinson is averaging 23.4 points over his 
last five games and has shot 67.2% during that stretch. 


— Associated Press 
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Drummond's free agency comments 
a reminder of Nets’ financial reality 


By Kristian Winfield 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — Death, taxes and 
championship contenders struggling 
to retain their own free agents. 

Those are the three certainties of 
life for the Brooklyn Nets, who own 
the NBA’s second largest payroll 
($166 million, trailing only the Golden 
State Warriors), especially when you 
consider how top-heavy the Nets’ 
payroll is. 

Kevin Durant earns $40.9 million 
this season. Kyrie Irving is on the hook 
for $34.9 million, Ben Simmons has a 
$31.5 million cap hit, and Joe Harris’ 
contract extension pays him $17.3 
million this season. 

That’s $124.6 million split between 
just four players, $12 million more 
than $112.4 million NBA salary cap. 

Which is why it’s going to be difh- 
cult, as it was last season, for the Nets 
to retain their own free agents, and 
why it’s going to be an uphill battle 
for Brooklyn to retain starting center 
Andre Drummond this offseason. 

Drummond signed a veteran’s 
minimum deal with the Philadelphia 
76ers prior to his midseason trade to 
Brooklyn, but he is only two seasons 
removed from a one-year, $16.4 
million deal with the Detroit Pistons. 

Prior to that deal, he signed a five- 
year, $127 million deal. 

In fact, Drummond suggested 
the Nets would have been foolish to 
move Nic Claxton at the trade dead- 
line because he sees Claxton as poten- 
tially Brooklyn’s center of the future. 
Drummond also suggested flat-out 
that his own future is more than likely 
not with the Nets beyond this season. 

“And if we’re all being honest, I’m 
only here til the rest of the season,” 
he said when discussing Claxton. “So 
who knows what’s gonna happen in 
the offseason? So they need a guy like 
(Nic).” 

Drummond knows that because 
he’s about his money: The NBA’s 
collective bargaining agreement 
restricts the Nets from further 
exceeding the salary cap to retain 
him. The most they can offer is 120% 
of his current minimum salary, or the 
full taxpayer mid-level exception of 
just under $6 million. Those figures, 
in Drummond’s likely estimation, 
are not enough for a player averag- 
ing a double-double, 11 points and 9.6 
rebounds per game, since his trade to 
Brooklyn. 

The Nets have a number of players 





Nets center Andre Drummond reacts to a referee call in the first half against the 


Trail Blazers on Friday in New York. JOHN MINCHILLO/AP 


in a similar position: Goran Dragic 
earned $116 million since 2015 before 
signing with the Nets at veteran’s 
minimum after the All-Star break. 
Bruce Brown already re-signed in 
Brooklyn for the $4.7 million qualify- 
ing offer, but he will undoubtedly have 
more compelling offers elsewhere 
after a second consecutive breakout 
season. LaMarcus Aldridge is on his 
second consecutive minimum deal 
after earning more than $20 million 
annually since 2015. 

And of course, the Nets are going to 
have to pay Claxton, who will become 
a restricted free agent this summer at 
the conclusion of the third year of his 
rookie deal. 

“T think that we need him,” Drum- 
mond said of Claxton. “We need him. 
I think he’s very, very beneficial for 
this team. He’s young still, a guy that 
can come in and help, can start, come 
off the bench. He can do a little bit of 
everything. With a guy like that that’s 
so versatile, why would you trade 
somebody like that?” 

Not all players take a pay cut to 
sign with a championship contender, 
either, especially not young players 


who haven’t yet seen a significant 
offer in free agency. In an example 
that hit close to home last summer, the 
Nets couldn’t afford to retain veteran 
forward Jeff Green, who left Brook- 
lyn to sign atwo-year, $10 million deal 
with the Denver Nuggets. In an effort 
to replace Green, the Nets signed past- 
his-prime All-Star and ex-Nuggets 
forward Paul Millsap. Millsap was 
ineffective in his limited play time 
before the Nets heaped him into the 
James Harden deal. 

“Brooklyn’s loss was definitely 
our gain,” said Nuggets head coach 
Michael Malone. 

Blake Griffin and James John- 
son are two other players who will 
become unrestricted free agents at the 
end of this season. Patty Mills could 
also become a free agent if he declines 
the player option on his contract to 
field other offers. 

At first glance, Mills seems like a 
lock to stay in Brooklyn next season 
given his ties to Nets GM Sean Marks 
and Australian teammates Kyrie 
Irving and Ben Simmons. But then 
again, when the money calls, every- 
one listens. 


ST. JOHN’S 17, FAIRFIELD 14 


WEDNESDAY’S 
COLLEGE RESULTS 


BASEBALL 


UCONN 9, BRYANT 1 

MARIST 8, HARTFORD 2 

EASTERN 8, WESTFIELD STATE 2 

YALE 19, QUINNIPIAC 7 

BOSTON COLLEGE 5, SACRED HEART 2 





SOFTBALL 


UCONN 5, ARMY 4 
HARTFORD 5, FAIRFIELD 3 





CENTRAL 6-10, YALE 1-6 





WESLEYAN 23, COAST GUARD 6 
EASTERN 12, ROGER WILLIAMS 11 
ANNA MARIA 16, ST. JOSEPH 12 
TRINITY AT ENDICOTT, PPD. 


WOMEN’S LACROSSE 


WESLEYAN 12, WESTERN 5 
MANHATTAN 10, SACRED HEART 6 


MEN’S TENNIS 


COLORADO COLLEGE 6, TRINITY 3 


WOMEN’S TENNIS 


TRINITY 5, COLORADO COLLEGE 4 
ST. THOMAS 5, TRINITY 1 


THURSDAY’S 
COLLEGE 
SCHEDULE 


BASEBALL 


Trinity vs. Benedictine (Davenport, 
Fla.), 1p.m. 
New England College at Eastern, 5p.m. 


SOFTBALL 


Trinity vs. Buffalo State (Clermont, 
Fla.), 9:45a.m. 

Trinity vs. Manchester (Clermont, 

Fla.), noon 

St. Joseph at Sarah Lawrence (2), 3p.m. 


WOMEN’S LACROSSE 


Trinity at Springfield, 4p.m. 
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Standings 

Team CONF CPCT OVR PCT 
UConn 0-0 .000 15-4 .789 
Georgetown 0-0 .000 12-7  .632 
Creighton 0-0 .000 9-6 .600 
Butler 0-0 .000 9-11 .450 
Xavier 0-0 .000 9-13 .409 
St. John’s 0-0 .000 7-14 .333 
Villanova 0-0 .0003-13-1 .206 
Seton Hall 0-0 .000 1-16 .059 
TUESDAY’S LATE 
RESULT 

TENNESSEE 13, BUTLER 3 
WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULTS 


UCONN 9, BRYANT 1 

XAVIER 8, MICHIGAN 2 

ST. JOHN’S 6, WAGNER 4 

NJIT 8, SETON HALL 3 

COPPIN STATE AT GEORGETOWN, LATE 


FRIDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Villanova at Richmond, 2:30p.m. 
Quinnipiac at St. John’s, 3p.m. 


VMI at Georgetown, 6p.m. 
Creighton at Wichita State, time TBA 


BIG EAST SOFTBALL 


Standings 

Team CONF CPCT OVR' PCT 
UConn 5-1 .83315-11 .577 
Butler 4-1 .800 16-8  .667 
Providence 4-2 .667 16-7  .696 
Seton Hall 3-3. .50011-11 .500 
Georgetown 2-2 .50011-13 .458 
DePaul 1-2 .33311-14 .440 
Creighton 1-3. .25011-10 .524 
St. John’s 1-5 .167 5-20 .200 
Villanova 0-2 .00010-16 .385 
WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULTS 


UConn 5, Army 4 

Monmouth 9-6, Seton Hall 1-8 
DePaul at Notre Dame, canceled 
Villanova at Princeton, late 


FRIDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


DePaul at UConn, 3 p.m. 

St. John’s at Villanova, 3 p.m. 
Seton Hall at Butler, 3 p.m. 
Providence at Creighton, 4 p.m. 


Standings 
Atlantic GP W_ LOTLSOLPTSPCT 
Springfield 58 32 19 2 71 .612 
Providence 54 28 17 6 65 .602 
Charlotte 60 34 22 0 72 .600 
Hartford 55 28 20 2 63 .573 
3 66 
4 

4 

3 


NP OPW OI 


Hershey 60 29 23 550 
W-B/Scranton 59 27 24 62 .525 
Bridgeport 59 24 25 58 .492 
Lehigh Valley 57 22 25 54 .474 
North GP W_  LOTLSOLPTSPCT 
Utica 55 35 13 6 1 77.700 
Laval 52 28 21 3 0 59.567 
Rochester 59 30 23 4 2 66.559 
Toronto 54 28 22 3 1 60.556 
Syracuse 58 28 22 6 2 64.552 
Belleville 54 28 23 3 0 59.546 
Cleveland 58 22 24 8 4 56.483 
Central GP W_ LOTLSOLPTSPCT 
Chicago 58 37 11 5 5 84.724 
Manitoba 55 33 17 3 2 71.645 
Milwaukee 61 31 23 4 3 69.566 
Rockford 53 26 23 3 1 56.528 
GrandRap. 59 26 26 5 2 59.500 
Texas 57 22 24 6 5 55.482 
lowa 56 23 25 4 4 54.482 
Pacific GP W_ LOTLSOLPTSPCT 
Stockton 53 37 11 4 1 79.745 
Ontario 54 34 13 4 3 75.694 
Colorado 55 30 18 4 3 67.609 
Abbotsford 53 29 19 4 1 63.594 
Bakersfield 52 26 17 4 5 61 .587 
Henderson 52 25 23 3 1 54.519 
SanDiego 52 24 25 2 1 51.490 
San Jose 54 20 30 2 2 44.407 
Tucson 52 18 29 4 1 41.394 
TUESDAY’S LATE 
RESULTS 


W-B/SCRANTON 5, TORONTO 1 
CHICAGO 3, TEXAS 1 

ONTARIO 6, GRAND RAPIDS 2 
SAN DIEGO 3, HENDERSON 1 
STOCKTON 3, SAN JOSE 1 


WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULTS 


SPRINGFIELD AT HARTFORD, LATE 
BRIDGEPORT AT UTICA, LATE 
LEHIGH VALLEY AT HERSHEY, LATE 
CLEVELAND AT SYRACUSE, LATE 
W-B/SCRANTON AT TORONTO, LATE 
BELLEVILLE AT LAVAL, LATE 
MANITOBA AT ROCKFORD, LATE 
COLORADO AT BAKERSFIELD, LATE 
TUCSON AT SAN DIEGO, LATE 


THURSDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Abbotsford at San Jose, 10p.m. 


FLAVOR 


Hartford Courant | Section 4 | Thursday, March 24,2022 1 


Hartford Courant 











Traditional South Asian desserts featuring 
saffron and pistachio at Tewari Brothers 
Mithaiwala in Mumbai on March 7. 

SARA HYLTON/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Kesar pista 
perfection 


The dreamiest desserts start 
with saffron and pistachio, 
a popular South Asian duo 


By Priya Krishna 
The New York Times 


In Japan, you can buy Kit 
Kats that taste like green 
tea. In Canada, Lay’s potato 
chips can be ketchup 
flavored. And now, akesar 
pista Snickers bar has 
arrived in India. 

Kesar pista, or saffron 
and pistachio, is a famil- 
iar combination for South 
Asians. It features heav- 
ily in several traditional 
desserts like kesar rajb- 
hog — saftron-flavored, 
nut-filled milk balls — or 
kesari burfi, fudgelike 
saffron confections often 
studded with pistachios. 

Kesar pista is popular for 
a reason. The ingredients 
blend brilliantly, tasting 
even more luxurious, floral 
and complex together. 

“Whether you look at the 
south, whether you look at 
the west, whether you look 
at the north, you will find 
this unique combination of 


spice and nut,” said Varun 
Kandhari, the director of 
marketing for Mars Wrig- 
ley India, which intro- 
duced the new candy bar in 
December. “It’s a very deli- 
cate flavor.” 

Neither saffron nor pista- 
chios are native to India 
— saffron most likely came 
from the Middle East, and 
pistachios from Central 
Asia and the Middle East, 
said Sonal Ved, a Mumbai- 
based food writer and the 
author of “Whose Samosa 
Is It Anyway? The Story of 
Where ‘Indian’ Food Really 
Came From.” 

Saffron and pistachio 
“are contrasting, but they 
are also complimentary,’ 
Ved said. “One has color 
and aroma. The other has 
body, or creaminess, and 
texture.” 

The pairing’s use in 
dessert was well docu- 
mented during the Mughal 
Empire, when kesar pista 
kulfi was served to royals, 





according to “A Histori- 
cal Dictionary of Indian 
Food” by food historian 
K.T. Achaya. The flavor 
also appears elsewhere 

in Asia, in Persian dishes 
like sohan, a saffron brittle 
topped with pistachios, and 
bastani, an ice cream typi- 
cally scented with saffron, 
pistachio, vanilla and rose 
water. 

Kandhari said that, if the 
kesar pista bar sold well in 
India, Mars Wrigley would 
consider taking it to other 
countries. (He declined to 
share current sales figures 
for the bar.) 

The flavor lends itself 
well to traditional desserts, 
he said, and “equally works 
well when you look at 
some of the contemporary 
desserts.” 

Dessert shop owners in 
the United States know 
this to be true. Here, you'll 
find saffron and pistachio 
cupcakes, brittle, ice cream 
and doughnuts. This is how 
kesar pista could become 
even more mainstream, 
Kandhari said. “What led 
to matcha becoming very 
popular across markets was 
it was used across different 
formats.” 
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Saffron pistachio blondies 


Makes: One 9-inch pan 

Total time: 1 hour, plus cooling and chilling 
For the bars: 

34, Cup raw, unsalted pistachios, plus more 
for garnish 

1 cup all-purpose flour 

34, teaspoon coarse kosher salt 

3, teaspoon baking powder 

¥ teaspoon ground cardamom 

34, Culp Unsalted butter, melted and cooled 
1% packed cups dark brown sugar 

2 large eggs, at room temperature 

¥% cups white chocolate chips 

For the frosting: 

¥% teaspoon packed saffron threads 

1% tablespoons whole milk 

6 ounces cream cheese, softened 

¥3 cup unsalted butter, softened 

2/3 cup confectioners’ sugar 

Pinch of coarse kosher salt 

1. Make the bars: Heat oven to 350 
degrees. Line a 9-inch square baking pan 
with parchment paper so that the paper 
spills out over the sides of the pan, like 
wings. 

2. Ina food processor, pulse the pistachios 
until the nuts are very finely ground. Don’t 
let them get pasty. Add flour, salt, baking 
powder and cardamom, and pulse to 
combine. 

3.Inalarge mixing bowl, whisk together 
melted butter and brown sugar until 
smooth and shiny. (The butter will separate 
at first, then blend in.) Whisk in eggs until 
incorporated. Add the pistachio mixture 
and mix with a silicone spatula to combine. 
Gently stir in the white chocolate chips until 
evenly distributed. Pour the batter into the 
prepared pan and spread in an even layer. 
4. Bake until the sides are brown and 

pull away from the pan, and the middle is 
slightly paler in color, 25 to 27 minutes. A 
toothpick inserted in the center will come 
out with a few crumbs attached. Cool 
completely in the pan on a rack. 

5. While the bars cool, make the frosting: 
Finely grind the saffron threads in a mortar 
using a pestle or in a microwave-safe 

bowl using the back of a spoon. If needed, 
transfer the ground saffron to a microwave- 
safe bowl or to asmall saucepan if you 








SANG AN/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


don’t have a microwave. Stir in the milk, and 
microwave on high or heat over medium 
until the mixture is frothing around the 
edges but not boiling, about 30 seconds. 
Place the bowl in the refrigerator or freezer 
to quickly cool the mixture. 

6. Meanwhile, in a large bowl, use an 
electric hand or stand mixer or a heavy 
whisk or wooden spoon to beat the cream 
cheese and butter until smooth. If working 
by hand, this takes some muscle. Add the 
confectioners’ sugar and salt, and beat 
again until homogeneous and no clumps 

of sugar remain. Beat in the cooled saffron 
milk until well combined. The frosting will 
turn a bright golden hue. 

7. Once the bars have cooled completely, 
scrape the frosting over the top and use a 
spatula to spread it evenly. Crush or chop 
some pistachios for garnish and sprinkle all 
over the top. Refrigerate for at least 2 hours 
before eating. The bars keep in an airtight 
container in the refrigerator for up to 5 days 
or in the freezer for 1 month. 


Greek meatball soup is lemony and bright 


By Melissa Clark Spooning up a morsel and joyfully messy sub. of the chicken stock, the meatballs to the broth is meatballs, using a gentle 

The New York Times of meatballs — whether This lemony Greek meat- _velvetyrichness ofeggyolk. just as traditional. This touch keeps them from 
they’re as tiny as marbles ball soup, a riff on youvar- In the United States, we recipe substitutes ground turning rubbery. This is 

Of all the ways to enjoy or as big as a baseball — lakia avgolemono, looks tend to think of avgole- chicken for the usual beef, because the more you 

a meatball, you could in steaming soup feels especially quiet in the pot. monoasasoupmadewith  makingthe wholethinga knead and press ground 

say they’re at their most immensely soothing ina Yet every spoonfulvibrates chunks of chicken and bit lighter. Ground turkey meat, the more it adheres 

comforting bobbing in tidy, calm kind ofway—the withflavor:thebrightness grains ofrice. works just as well. 

broth. very opposite of a chaotic of citrus and dill, the depth But in Greece, adding As whenever you make Turn to Meatball, Page 2 


Staying in the know Is easy. 
Each weekday, you'll get the latest stories curated by 


Our editors on your smart speaker or streaming service. 
Available on Amazon Echo, Apple Music, Google Home, Spotify and more. 


Start now at PlayOurNews.com 


Listen to our top news 
g stories for free. & 








Chicago Tribune Hartford Courant Dailu Press 


THE MORNING CALL THE BALTIMORE SUN Che Virginian-Pilot 
DAILY@8NEWS Orlando Sentinel SunSentinel 


T | “~ aw an D I Lh | 1 a F ‘ava (~ Va LTV KYN\ / 
Iribune Publishing Company 




















2 Hartford Courant | Section 4 | Thursday, March 24, 2022 


Classic cornbread with an 
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By Ben Mims Me ie MEETS Sa ne a a A Re Wi. pith 


Los Angeles Times 


open mind 


Masa harina cornbread 








t CRY ONS Sammie a Ler ele ee eye Ceo gate FN This cornbread recipe is pretty 
One afternoon, as I was prepar- Say. So i SERS Une 1 a te ace eave tortie Useor asa 
ing a Southern meal for friends : Se Ee a ia 4 6 harina instead of cornmeal, which 
coming over for dinner, I real- I — See : gives the bread amore tender 


ized I had forgotten to make the 
cornbread. But since I keep all the 
ingredients on hand at all times, I 
knew I wouldn’t have a problem 
quickly baking a round. However, 
as I searched through my pantry, 
I saw that I had no cornmeal left, 
but in its place on the shelf, alone 
bag of masa harina. “Corn for 
corn,’ I thought and decided to 
use it to make my cornbread. 

The recipe — my grand- 
mother’s, which I have made 
countless times in my life — made 
with masa harina produced a 
cornbread that was distinctly 
different from what I was used to 
but was equally delicious. It had 
a much more pronounced corn 
flavor and was softer. It was one 
of those small experiments that 
turned out to be a much bigger 
deal in hindsight — the happen- 
stance of its creation opened my 
mind to what cornbread could be. 

Masa harina in cornbread isn’t 
new, but it’s still not as common 
as I think it should be. To under- 
stand the ingredient’s brilliance 
in this application, we first must 
define what it is and isn’t. Typi- 
cally, the cornmeal you and I 
buy in grocery stores is made 
with dried corn that is ground to 
varying degrees of coarseness. It 
is usually made with dent corn, 

a variety of “field corn” that is 
covered in a hard starch exte- 
rior covering a soft starch center. 
(Polenta, a coarse ground corn- 
meal, is made with flint corn, 
which is mostly hard starch 
throughout.) 

Masa harina, however, is made 
by first soaking the corn kernels 
in an alkaline solution like slaked 
lime or lye, which dissolves the 
hard outer shell and leaves behind 
the soft starch center. This center 
is then ground fine and dried to 
produce the masa harina. The 
soaking step makes the corn more 
easily digestible, but it also has the 
added benefit of making the corn 
taste more, well, corny. 

Masa harina’s softer and finer 
texture is precisely why it’s suited 
for making doughs for tortillas 
and tamales. But it also serves to 
make an even more tender South- 
ern-style cornbread when used in 





place of coarse cornmeal. 

At the same time as this reve- 
lation, my partner and I were 
battling over whether to add 
sugar to cornbread. 

I grew up ina household that 
didn’t use it, and our cornbread 
was flatter and had a crunchy 
bottom. My partner, however, 
grew up with Jiffy cornbread 
mix and, thus, prefers a sweeter, 
cakier texture. 

If you’re from the South, you 
may know that the sweet-ver- 
sus-unsweet cornbread debate is 
drawn almost exclusively along 
racial lines. In her award-winning 
2017 Charlotte Observer article 
“Why does sugar in cornbread 
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divide races in the South?” author 
Kathleen Purvis writes: 

“Until early in the 20th century, 
Southern cornmeal was made 
with sweeter white corn and 
it was water-ground. When 
industrial milling came along, 
that changed. The steel-roller 
mills used yellow corn that was 
harvested before it was ripe, so it 
had less sugar. They eliminated 
the germ so [the corn] kept longer, 
but it had less corn flavor. And 
they ground it finer. You had to 
add a little flour to help it rise and 
sugar to add flavor.” 

Purvis goes on to posit that 
because this new yellow corn- 
meal was cheaper than that made 








Meatball 


from Page 1 


to itself. 

While forceful kneading 
is essential for some reci- 
pes (like kebabs, where 
you want the meat to cling 
to its skewer so it doesn’t 
fall into the fire), it’s the 
enemy of fluffy, soft meat- 
balls that float nicely in 
broth. 

Here’s another tip: Chill 
the meatballs thoroughly 
before adding them to the 
simmering liquid to help 
keep them from falling 
apart. You can even make 
the meatballs a few days 
ahead, storing them in the 
refrigerator until you’re 
ready for soup. 

But don’t try to make 
the avgolemono mixture 
much in advance. The 
delicate emulsion of eggs 
and lemon can separate as 
the mixture sits. It’s best 
whisked together, then 
poured directly into the 
broth just before serving. 

This egg emulsion also 
means that leftovers do 
not freeze well. 

If you’re looking to add 
vegetables to the pot, a 
handful of baby spinach 
(or other tender greens) 
is excellent stirred in 
about five minutes before 
the avgolemono mixture 
is added. This also gives 
the greens a chance to 
soften, without any risk of 
curdling. 
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Every spoonful of this Greek meatball soup vibrates with flavor from citrus, dill, chicken stock 
and egg yolk. CHRISTOPHER SIMPSON/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Youvarlakia 
avgolemono 
(lemony Greek 
meatball soup) 


Makes: 4 servings 

Total time: 1 hour 

1 pound ground chicken (or 
ground turkey or beef), very 
cold 

34, Culp Chopped fresh dill or 
parsley, plus more for garnish 
2 cup grated yellow onion 
(from about 1 small onion) 
Ys, Cup grated carrot (from 
about 1 carrot) 

¥%, Culp uncooked long-grain 
rice, such as basmati or 
Carolina, well rinsed and 
drained 

1 garlic clove, finely grated, 
pushed through a garlic 
press, or minced 

1 teaspoon fine sea salt, plus 
more as needed 

¥2 teaspoon freshly ground 
black pepper, plus more as 
needed 

¥2 teaspoon finely grated 
lemon zest 

6 cups chicken stock 

2 large eggs, at room 
temperature 

¥3 cup fresh lemon juice 
(from about 2 lemons) 
Freshly grated nutmeg, for 
serving (optional) 
1.Inalarge mixing bowl, 
combine ground chicken, % 
cup dill, onion, carrot, rice, 
garlic, salt, pepper and lemon 
zest. Gently mix with your 
hands until well combined. 
2. Gently form the mixture 
into 24 meatballs, each 
about 1% inches in diameter, 
placing them on a plate or 


baking pan. Cover and chill 
for at least 20 minutes or up 
to 24 hours. This helps the 
meatballs keep their shape 
while cooking. 

3.Inalarge pot, bring stock 
to a boil over high heat. 
Reduce to medium and use 
a slotted spoon to carefully 
add meatballs to the pot. The 
broth should cover the tops 
of the meatballs by about 2 
inch. If not, add a little water. 
Simmer gently, adjusting the 
heat so the broth doesn’t 
boil, until meatballs are 
cooked through and rice is 
tender, 25 to 35 minutes. 
(Break open a meatball to 
test it.) Remove pot from 
heat. 

4.Inamedium bowl, whisk 
together eggs and lemon 
juice until just mixed. Slowly 
add a ladle of warm broth to 
egg-lemon mixture, whisking 
constantly. Whisk in another 
two ladles of broth to temper 
the eggs mixture. 

5. Slowly drizzle the egg- 
lemon mixture back into 

the pot with the meatballs, 
stirring gently so you don’t 
break apart the meatballs. 
Return the pot to medium- 
low heat until it just starts to 
simmer. (Wait for a bubble 
or two to appear, but don’t 
let the pot boil.) The broth 
should be silky. Remove from 
heat, stir in remaining v2 cup 
dill. Taste and add salt and 
pepper, if needed. (It may 
need quite a bit of salt if you 
are starting with unsalted 
broth.) Garnish with nutmeg, 
if you like, and dill, and serve. 





with white corn, “Black cooks 
who had little money may have 
changed their cornbread to match 
the cornmeal they could afford.” 

On the opposite end of the 
spectrum, when using masa 
harina instead of cornmeal in my 
cornbread, I noticed a distinct 
corn-sweetness that I had never 
tasted in regular American corn- 
meal before — and I wanted more 
of it. So, I indulged my partner’s 
wishes and added a spoonful of 
sugar to my next batch of corn- 
bread, then a second spoonful the 
next time, and on and on until I 
landed at the perfect amount for 
my recipe. 

The sweetness made the corn- 
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texture and corn-forward flavor. 
Regular granulated sugar is used to 
sweeten the cornbread, but feel free 
to use honey, maple syrup or even 
light brown sugar instead. 


Time: 45 minutes 

Makes: 8 servings 

¥2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, 
melted, plus more for greasing and 
serving 

34, cup all-purpose flour, plus more 
for dusting 

1% cups masa harina 

¥%, Cup granulated sugar 

1 tablespoon baking powder 

1 teaspoon fine sea salt 

2 cups whole milk 

2 large eggs 

1. Heat the oven to 400 degrees. 
Grease and flour a 9-inch round or 
8-inch square cake pan with butter 
and flour. 

2. Meanwhile, whisk together the 
flour, masa harina, sugar, baking 
powder and salt in a large bowl. In 
another bowl, whisk together the 
melted butter, milk and eggs until 
smooth. Pour the liquid ingredients 
over the dry ingredients, and stir 
until just combined (do not try 

to remove all the lumps from the 
batter). 

3. Scrape the batter into the 
prepared pan and smooth the top. 
Place the pan in the oven and bake 
until golden brown at the edges and 
a toothpick inserted in the center 
comes out clean, about 35 minutes. 
4.Remove the pan from the oven 
and let the cornbread cool for 10 
minutes. Invert the cornbread and 
remove it from the pan or cut into 
wedges and serve from the pan. 
Serve with more butter melted over 
the top of each wedge. 


bread taste corn-ier, just like the 
masa harina. And so what began 
as a happy accident produced a 
cross-cultural bread that offered 
me achance to learn from it the 
more I worked on it. 

In my often-jaded mind when it 
comes to cooking, it was refresh- 
ing to have my previously held 
notions of my most nostalgic food 
get broken apart and built back up 
even better than before. 


WE CAN CHANGE THAT. 


We've all had moments where we've felt we didn't 
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Wines from Argentina and Chile to seek out 


By Eric Asimov 
The New York Times 


For many years I rarely 
found an emotional 
connection to South Amer- 
ican wines. 

Not because they were 
bad. Malbec from Argen- 
tina has been so popular 
that it’s become almost a 
brand name, while Chile 
can be counted on for 
sound, moderately priced 
wines and high-end bottles 
of polish and gloss. 

The wines seemed 
generic to me, well-made 
but rarely distinctive. I 
felt as if they were being 
shaped by the perceived 
desires of the market rather 
than offering their own 
distinctive characters. 

Over the last six or seven 
years, however, I started 
to see a change. More and 
more, I was finding soulful 
wines that were crack- 
ing the stereotypes — or at 
least my stereotypes. These 
wines drew me in. 

In February, I went shop- 
ping at New York wine 
stores and found bottles 
from Argentina and Chile 
that I eagerly recommend. 
If I had gone shopping 
in another month, with 
different bottles available, I 
might have put together an 
entirely different collec- 
tion. 

What sets this group 
apart? Unlike those earlier, 
more generic bottles, these 
all have a real sense of place 
and identity. Of the Chil- 
ean examples, I’ve espe- 
cially been drawn to those 
from southern regions like 
Itata, where farmers have 
made wine for centuries 
from old vineyards for local 
consumption. 

These bottles are by no 
means a complete picture. 
Chile offers some excep- 
tional high-end bottles 
from producers like Vifiedo 
Chadwick and Errazuriz. 
Argentine producers like 
the Michelini brothers are 
examining the potential 
of grapes not often associ- 
ated with the country, like 
chenin blanc. 
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Then you have other 
countries like Uruguay, 
from where I’ve had some 
excellent tannats, and 
Brazil, which is making 
some unusual wines not 
readily available in the 
United States. Wine lovers 
prospecting for new flavors 
have a lot to explore in 
South America. 

Here are the bottles I 
suggest, from lowest to 
highest in price: 


Pedro Parra Secano Interior 
Itata Imaginador Cinsault 
2019, 12%, $20: Pedro 
Parra is a Chilean geolo- 
gist and terroir consultant 
who helps wine produc- 
ers around the world hone 
an understanding of their 
vineyards. He also has his 
hand in some top South 
American wine producers, 
like Alto Las Hormigas in 
Mendoza. His own label 
focuses on old vineyards in 
the Itata region of south- 
ern Chile, especially those 
planted on granite soils. 
This cinsault comes from 
four vineyards, 45 to 70 
years old, in the Secano 
Interior, the inland side of 
the coastal mountain range. 
Imaginador is light-bodied 
and pale ruby, almost deli- 
cate in texture, earthy and 
floral. It’s the kind of red 
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you can serve with seafood. 


Gustavo Riffo Lomas de 
Llahuen Itata Portezuelo 
Pipeno 2020, 12.5%, $20, 
1liter: Pipefo is a wine 
consumed in southern 
Chile, typically fresh and 
unaged, mixed by blend- 
ing whatever grapes grow 
in the vineyards nearby. 
It’s the sort of wine that 
locals never imagined 
might find an audience 
internationally, yet that’s 
exactly what’s happened 
over the last decade. This 
delicious example is made 
of pais, otherwise known 
as mission in the United 
States, organically grown 
by Gustavo Riffo. It’s fresh 
and alive, with juicy flavors 
of fruit and flowers. 


Rogue Vine Itata Valley 
Grand Itata Blanco 2020, 
12.5%, $20: Rogue Vine 
has been one of the lead- 
ers in demonstrating the 
appeal of wines made from 
old vineyards in south- 

ern Chile. One partner in 
Rogue, Leonardo Erazo, 
has had his hands in several 
exceptional labels, includ- 
ing A Los Vifateros Bravos, 
another Itata producer. 
Rogue is especially drawn 
to hillside vineyards in 
which the vines are trained 





Smashing the cucumbers allows the dressing to add more flavor throughout the salad. 
ASHLEY MOORE/AMERICA’S TEST KITCHEN 


Flavorful cucumber dish 
has an Asian influence 


America’s Test Kitchen 


This recipe is inspired by Pai Huang Gua, a dish that originated in the Sichuan 


region of China. 


And when it comes to the main ingredient, why should you smash the cucumbers 


instead of neatly slicing them? When you smash them up, you expose more surface 


area and create little nooks and crannies that the flavorful dressing can sneak into. 


If you don’t have Persian cucumbers (the small ones), you can use one larger 


English cucumber, ends trimmed, cut crosswise into three equal lengths (but it will 


be harder to smash). 


Smashed cucumber salad 


Makes: 2 servings 


5 (3-ounce) Persian cucumbers 


¥, teaspoon salt 
2 teaspoons rice vinegar 


1% teaspoons low-sodium soy sauce 
¥2 teaspoon toasted sesame oil 


Y2 teaspoon sugar 


¥2 teaspoon sesame seeds, toasted 
1. Place cucumbers in a bag and seal. 
Smash with a skillet until each cucumber is 


2. Place a colander in a bowl. Tear cucumber 


spears into small pieces and place in 
colander. Add salt to cucumbers and toss to 
combine. Let cucumbers sit for at least 15 
minutes or up to 30 minutes. 

3. While cucumbers sit, stir vinegar, soy 


sauce, oil and sugar in a second bowl using a 


wooden spoon until sugar has dissolved. 
4. Transfer drained cucumbers to the 


flattened and split into 3 or 4 spears. 


bowl with the dressing and stir to combine. 
Discard drained liquid. Sprinkle cucumbers 
with sesame seeds. 





2019 | ITATA 


TONY CENICOLA/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


into goblet shapes, without 
trellises, often referred to as 
head-trained or bush vines 
in English, and gobelet in 
French. This white is 45% 
muscat, 30% riesling and 
25% semillon. It’s floral, 
with an almost honeyed 
aroma, and lightly fruity, 
stony flavors. 


Luyt Pipeno Blanco Itata 
Carrizal Familia Ernesto 
Soto 2021, 12.7%, $25, 1 
liter: Pipefio can be white 
as well as red. Louis- 
Antoine Luyt, who is 
French and lives in Chile, 
makes his own wines while 
also highlighting interest- 
ing terroirs and growers. 

In this case, it’s the Ernesto 
Soto family, which farms 
ancient bush vines in the 
Carrizal area in Itata. This 
cloudy, unfiltered white is 
made of muscat, chasse- 
las, semillon and toron- 

tel, otherwise known as 
torrontes. It is delicious and 
refreshing, fragrant with 
aromas of dried flowers 
and a kind of musky quality, 
beautifully textured with 
the flavors of tropical fruits. 


Cara Sur Calingasta Valley 
Finca Maggio 2018, 13.5%, 
$25: Malbec is not the 
only red grape grown in 
Argentina. This red from 
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the Calingasta Valley in San 
Juan, north of Mendoza, is 
said to be made of bonarda, 
a grape from the Pied- 
mont region of Italy that 

is often called the second- 
most cultivated red grape 
in Argentina. However, 
studies have shown that 
the grapes called bonarda 
in Argentina can be any 
number of obscure grapes 
that came from northwest- 
ern Italy or southeastern 
France. The wine, which 

is aged in concrete eggs, is 
lightly tannic, with earthy, 
stony flavors. More than 15 
different grapes in the vine- 
yard are used for this wine, 
a mix that is called simply 
“viejas tintas,” or old red 


grapes. 


Herrera Alvarado Cuero de 
Vaca Marga Marga Valley 
2020, 11%, $28: Wines 

do not get much more 
traditional than this red 
from the Marga Marga 
Valley in central Chile, 
east of Valparaiso. Caro- 
lina Alvarado and Arturo 
Herrera harvest old vines 
of pinot noir and make the 
wine in an adobe facility 
without electricity, using 
the methods of old farm- 
ers who have been making 
wine for home consump- 
tion for centuries. The juice 


Family 
Owned and Run 
Since 1932 


is fermented over old cow 
hides and then pressed 
through the hide, using it 

as a sort of natural filter. 
Rather than tasting gamy 
or leathery, this is fresh and 
juicy, almost like a nouveau. 


Carmelo Patti Mendoza 
2017, 13.5%, $34: Carmelo 
Patti is an iconoclastic 
winemaker in Mendoza 
who’s been doing things 
his way for along time. 

His way means ferment- 
ing wines in concrete vats 
with only indigenous yeast 
and aging the wine until 
he decides it’s ready to be 
released, often four or five 
years, several years longer 
than is typical. The 2017 

is the current vintage. It’s 
intense and unpretentious. 


Zuccardi Uco Valley Paraje 
Altamira Concreto Malbec 
2019, 14%, $45: Zuccardi 

is one of the top producers 
in Argentina, specializing 
in farming high-altitude 
vineyards in the Uco Valley, 
making both regional wines 
that are moderately priced 
and more expensive wines 
that examine the intricacies 
of Uco terroirs. Concreto is 
one of my favorite malbecs. 
Whole clusters of grapes, 
from rocky limestone soils, 
are simply fermented and 
aged in concrete vats. It is 
floral, herbal and lightly 
fruity, with intensely chalky 
flavors. 


Altos Las Hormigas 
Mendoza Appellation Gual- 
tallary Malbec 2018, 13.5%, 
$49: Altos Las Hormigas 
makes a terrific $12 malbec. 
This one, though more 
expensive, is not simply 
pleasing but compelling. 
Hormigas is an Italian- 
Argentine partnership that 
has teamed up with Parra, 
the Chilean geologist, to 
help explore the compli- 
cated terroirs of Mendoza. 
This bottle comes from a 
vineyard roughly 4,000 feet 
high in Gualtallary with 
sandy limestone soils. It’s 
plummy, with an intense 
minerality that I find irre- 
sistible. 


One of the 
LARGEST 
Italian 
Specialty 
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D&D Market is just minutes from Hartford, Newington, Rocky Hill, 
Cromwell, Glastonbury and West Hartford. Come Check Us Out! 






Butcher Shop 





90™ ANNIVERSARY SPECIALS 


Fresh Ground Sirloin - 5 |b. lots 
D&D Market's Meatball Mix (Ground Beef, Veal & Pork) - 5 Ib. lots 


Fresh Ground Chuck - 5 lb. lots 


Barrel Cured Corned Beef Brisket (while supplies last Super Special) 


Bistro Steaks 

PRIME N.Y. Strip Steak 
PRIME Ribeye Steak 
Seasoned Beef Tips 
Boneless Pork Chops 


Martin Rosol’s Easter Kielbasa 
Bell & Evans Whole Chicken Legs 


Whole Rabbit 






Grocery = 


*Taking EASTER Orders - EASTER BABY LAMB, Hams Too!* 


$4.99/lb. 
$4.99/lb. 
$3.99/lb. 
$4.99/lb. 
$11.99/lb. 
$19.99/Ib. 
$20.99/lb. 
$8.99/lb. 
$2.99/lb. 
$6.99/lb. 
$2.99/lb. 
$10.99/lb. 
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90™ ANNIVERSARY SALE 


Sclafani Imported Extra Virgin Oil (1 liter) 
Sclafani Imported San Marzano Tomatoes (28 oz.) 


$6.99 
$3.99 


Rega Imported Italian Beans (White, Red, Chick, Lentil -15 0z.) 99¢ 


Imported Italian Wafers (all flavors — 8 oz.) $3.99 
Bellino Imported Aborio Rice (2 lb. box) $3.99 
eretitac ’ ¢ 
90™ ANNIVERSARY SALE 

Fancy Fresh Eggplant $1.49/lb. 
New Crop Asparagus $2.29/lb. 
English Cucumbers 99¢ ea. 
Green Giant Red or Yukon Gold Potatoes-—5lb.bag $3.99 ea. 
Red Seedless Grapes $1.99/Ib. 





90™ ANNIVERSARY SALE 
Four Cheese Macaroni & Cheese 
Salisbury Steak with Mushroom Sauce 
Cheddar Horseradish Smashed Potatoes 
D&D Market's Store Made Puttanesca Sauce (quart) 
Broccoli, Potato, Sausage Stuffed Bread 


$6.99/lb. 
$11.99/lb. 
$4.99/lb. 
$8.99/at. 
$7.99 ea. 





90™ ANNIVERSARY SALE 
Krakus Imported Ham 
Land O'Lakes American Cheese 
D&D Market's Store Cooked Roast Beef 
Jacobo Provolone Cheese (chunk or sliced) 
Taking Easter Orders 


$6.99/lb. 
$4.99/lb. 
$10.99/Ib. 
$4.99/lb. 








Prices effective 


* Not Responsible for Typographical Errors 


Week of March 24 - March 30, 2022 
675 Wolcott Hill Rd. ¢ Wethersfield ¢ (860) 785-8998 


STORE HOURS: Monday-Friday (8:30am-7pm) 
Saturday (8:30am-6pm), Sunday (8:30am-2pm) 
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Serve breaded catfish with hush puppies and coleslaw for a delicious homemade Lenten fish fry. HILLARY LEVIN/ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH PHOTOS 


HAVE YOUR OWN 


FISH FRY AT HOME 


By Daniel Neman | St. Louis Post-Dispatch 





and frying of fish. 


With spring comes Lent, 
and with Lent comes fish 
fries. It is an annual ritual 
as sacred and as inviolate as 
spring training. 

But as much as we love 
supporting all of the local 
churches, Elks clubs, and 
American Legion and VFW 
posts, you don’t actually 
have to go to them to have 
delicious fried fish. You can 
have your own fish fry at 
home. 

Fish-fry fish comes 
battered and fried, breaded 
and fried, and baked. I 
battered and breaded 
mine, but I did not bake it 
because it is a fish fry, nota 
fish bake. I understand the 
difference in calories, but 
that’s not the point. 

The fish-fry fish that is 
battered and fried is usually 
going to be cod, though the 
technique also works with 
any number of other types 
of firm, white-flesh fish: 
haddock, pollock, halibut 
or even striped bass. 

But cod is cheap and 
plentiful, which makes it 
the ideal fish for a fry. 

The problem with 
battered fish is the batter. 
Under the wrong circum- 
stances, it can be too thick 
and even bready. 

So I turned to the writ- 
ings of J. Kenji Lopez-Alt, 
who is either a science- 
minded food writer or 
a food-minded science 
writer. As I’d hoped, he 
had a couple of suggestions 
for making batter that is as 
light as air. 

You do that by filling it 
with air, or at least carbon 
dioxide. He slowly mixes 
beer into this batter, which 
traps little bubbles of 
carbon dioxide in it. If you 
don’t want beer, soda water 
will do the same trick. 

He also keeps the beer 
(or soda water) ice cold, 
because colder liquid holds 
carbonation better. I put 
my beer in a bowl of ice 
water for an hour before 


Hush puppies 


Makes: 4 servings 

1 cup yellow cornmeal 

¥2 cup all-purpose flour 

1 teaspoon granulated sugar 
1 teaspoon baking powder 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1 teaspoon salt 

Y¥, teaspoon cayenne 
1medium onion 


1 large eggs 
1 cup buttermilk 


Vegetable or peanut oil, for frying 


(about 2 quarts) 


1. Preheat oven to 200 degrees. 
The oven will be used to keep hush 
puppies warm while you are making 


more batches. 


2. Whisk together cornmeal, flour, 
sugar, baking powder, baking soda, 
salt and cayenne. Grate onion on 


nsome places, the transformation from winter to 
spring is noted by the bloom of the first crocus or 
the arrival of the first robin. 

For others, spring is heralded by the battering 


cooking to make it as cold 
as possible. In addition, I 
mixed the cold beer with 
ice water, instead of regu- 
lar water, because colder 
liquid also keeps gluten 
from forming — and gluten 
makes the batter thick. 

It took just a little more 
effort than the unfussy 
way of frying battered fish, 
but I think it was worth 
it. My fish was as good as 
anything I’ve ever had ata 
fish-and-chips restaurant 
or my nearest VFW hall. 

Breading is easier, of 
course, so I also breaded 
some catfish fillets. I did 
this two ways, once after 
first soaking them in milk 
and once without the soak. 

Common wisdom holds 
that the milk makes catfish 
taste less fishy, and, in this 
case, the common wisdom 
is correct. I highly recom- 
mend soaking your catfish 
in milk, and it won’t even 
add any time to your cook- 
ing process. Simply put the 
catfish in the milk when 
you begin to heat the oil, 
and you'll be fine. 

The best fish fries also 
offer hush puppies. 

Hush puppies are one 
of those great American 
dishes: cornmeal with a bit 
of onion, moistened with 
buttermilk and fried in oil. 
Nothing else is quite like 
them. 

The ones I made were 
lighter than most, proba- 
bly because the batter is 
made with both baking 
powder and baking soda. 
They puffed up enchant- 
ingly when they hit the hot 
oil, and they quickly cooked 
into golden balls of deli- 
cious fried cornmeal. 

The natural condiment 
with fried fish is tartar 
sauce; nothing else gives 
a satisfyingly sharp pop of 
contrasting creaminess to 
fried fish. You can buy it in 
ajar, and it will be fine. You 
can make it yourself, and it 
will be fabulous. 


the large holes of a box grater into 
another bowl to yield 3 tablespoons, 
reserving juice. Add egg and 
buttermilk and whisk to combine, 
then stir into cornmeal mixture just 
until combined, with some lumps 
remaining. Batter will be as thick as a 


heavy pancake batter. 


3. Heat 4 inches oil in a large, heavy 
pot or Dutch oven over high heat until 
a deep-fry thermometer reaches 
360 degrees. Working in batches, 
drop batter by the tablespoon into 
oil. Fry, turning occasionally, until 
cooked through and deep brown, 4 to 
5 minutes. Transfer hush puppies to a 
towel-lined baking sheet in the oven 
while finishing the batches. Return 

oil to 360 degrees between batches. 


Serve warm. 


— Recipe from “Martha’s American 
Food” by Martha Stewart 
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Of course, a fish fry isn’t a fish fry unless there is also coleslaw. 


Creamy New York deli coleslaw 


Makes: 6 to 8 servings 


1 head red or green cabbage (2 pounds), 


cored and shredded 


1 teaspoon salt, plus more for seasoning 
2 teaspoon caraway seeds or celery seeds 


Y2 Cup mayonnaise 

2 tablespoons white vinegar 
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard 

1 teaspoon granulated sugar 


¥, teaspoon black pepper, plus more for 


seasoning 
2 carrots, peeled and grated 
1 small onion, minced 





1. Toss the cabbage with 1 teaspoon salt and 


allow to sit in a colander for at least 1 hour or 
up to 4 hours. Meanwhile, toast the caraway 


seeds in asmall skillet over medium heat until 


fragrant, about 3 minutes. 


2.Rinse the cabbage, then pat thoroughly 
dry with paper towels. Whisk the toasted 


Caraway seeds, mayonnaise, vinegar, 
mustard, sugar and % teaspoon pepper 
together in a bowl large enough to hold the 
salad. Add the cabbage, carrots and onion, 


and toss. Chill for at least 1 hour before 


serving. Season with salt and pepper to taste. 
— Recipe from “The America’s Test Kitchen 
Family Cookbook” 





contrasting creaminess to fried fish. 


It’s actually a complex 
little sauce — complex in 
flavors, I mean. Mayon- 
naise is enlivened with 
minced shallot and 


emboldened with the addi- 
tion of capers and chopped 
cornichons. Parsley adds 

a rounding note, sugar 
mellows the vinegar from 


the cornichons, and salt 
and pepper season it to 
perfection. 

It all comes together in 
a matter of minutes, yet it 
makes your carefully fried 
fish taste even better. 

Of course, a fish isn’t a 
fish fry unless there is also 
coleslaw. Without coleslaw, 
it isn’t a fish fry, it’s just 
some fried fish. 

I made a batch that 
emphasizes the cabbage, 
not the mayo. But the 
other ingredients (carrots, 
caraway, mustard, vinegar 
and sugar) also keep the 
cabbage from tasting too 
cabbagy. 

It was just the way I like 
it. If you want more mayo, 
by all means add more 
mayo. 

After all, it’s your fish fry. 





Hush puppies are one of those great American dishes: cornmeal with a bit of 
onion, moistened with buttermilk and fried in oil. 


Beer-battered 
fried cod 


Makes: 4 servings 

4 cups peanut or vegetable 
oil 

1% cups all-purpose flour, 
divided 

¥% Cup cornstarch 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

¥, teaspoon baking soda 
Salt 

¥, teaspoon paprika 

3%, cup light-flavored beer 
(such as Budweiser) or soda 
water, ice cold 

34, Cup ice water 

1 pound cod fillet, cut into 4 
(4-ounce) pieces 

Note: To keep the beer or 
soda water extra-cold, put a 
refrigerated can or bottle ina 
large bowl of ice water 1 hour 
before using. 

1. Heat the oil to 350 degrees 
in a large wok or cast-iron 
skillet over medium-high 
heat. Meanwhile, whisk 
together 1 cup of flour, 
cornstarch, baking powder, 
baking soda, 2 teaspoons 
salt and paprika in a large 
bowl. Combine the beer and 
34, Cup ice water in a small 
bowl. 

2.Add remaining 2 cup 
flour to another large bowl. 
Toss the fish pieces in the 
flour until evenly coated. 
Transfer to a wire rack set on 
arimmed baking sheet. 

3. Slowly add the beer 
mixture to the flour- 
cornstarch mixture, whisking 
just until batter has the 
texture of thick paint (you 
may not need all of the beer). 
The batter should leave a 
trail if you drip it back into the 
bowl off the whisk. Do not 
overmix; a few small lumps 
are OK. 

4. Transfer fish to batter 
and turn to coat. Pick up one 
piece of cod from one edge, 
allowing excess batter to 
drip back into bowl. Quickly 
dip it into bowl of flour and 
turn to coat both sides, and 
then carefully transfer it to 
hot oil, lowering it in slowly 
to prevent splashes. Repeat 
for all 4 pieces. Cook, moving 
fish occasionally with wire- 
mesh spider or long fork, 
flipping fish halfway through 
cooking, until the cod is 
golden brown and crisp on all 
sides, about 8 minutes. 

5. Transfer the fish toa 
paper-towel-lined plate and 
season immediately with 
salt. Serve with tartar sauce. 
— Adapted from “The Food 
Lab” by J. Kenji Lopez-Alt 


Breaded catfish 


Makes: 2 to 4 servings 

1 pound catfish fillets 

1 cup milk 

Vegetable oil, for frying 

2 Cup cornmeal 

34, teaspoon Salt 

¥g teaspoon black pepper 
Pinch cayenne pepper 

1. Pour milk into a bowl and 
soak catfish while you heat 1 
¥2 inches of oil in a large skillet 
to 375 degrees. Meanwhile, 
mix together cornmeal, salt, 
pepper and cayenne ona 
plate or ina bowl. When oil is 
at the proper temperature, 
remove 1 or 2 fillets from 
bowl, depending on size of 
your skillet. Dredge through 
cornmeal mixture and gently 
lower into hot oil. 

2.Fry, flipping once, until 
golden brown on both sides 
and cooked through, about 
5 minutes. Drain on paper 
towels and repeat with 
remaining batches. 

— Recipe by Daniel Neman 


Extra-tangy 
tartar sauce 


Makes: 8 servings 

34, Cup Mayonnaise 

1 medium shallot, 

finely minced (about 2 
tablespoons) 

3 tablespoons capers, 
drained, patted dry and finely 
minced 

6 to 8 cornichons, finely 
minced (see note) 

1 teaspoon granulated sugar 
2 tablespoons finely minced 
fresh parsley 

¥% teaspoon black pepper 
Salt 

Note: Cornichons are small, 
vinegary French pickles. 
They can be found in the 
pickle or olive section of a 
supermarket. For a slightly 
sweeter sauce, substitute 

2 tablespoons sweet pickle 
relish for the cornichons. 
Combine mayonnaise, 
shallot, capers, cornichons, 
sugar, parsley and pepper in 
small bowl. Season to taste 
with salt. Transfer to airtight 
container and refrigerate for 
at least 1 hour before using. 
Tartar sauce will keep for up 
to 1 week in the refrigerator. 
— Recipe from “The Food Lab” 
by J. Kenji Lopez-Alt 


